
Famil\- T 1 1 r - 1 ~ 1 1 ~ ~ ~  

Vol. I., p. 2 1 7 ;  Vol. I I , ,  p. 1;;. 

THE babblers fornl a large, hetcrogeneous asgembly of birds, 1v11c-1.c r~nlnit i~. ;  
are with the thru;he+, warblers and shrikes. The characters are > c i  ~-;lri,ll~lc 
that  the group is difficult to define, and, indeed, no known definition I \ - ~ u l d  
exclude ccrtain allied genera now relegated to other families. 

In  size the babblers are usually small, and the largest species do not ezct.t.d 
the size of a jay. The wings are short and round and fit closely to the bod>-. 
Flight ij, as a rule, not strong. The legs and feet are robust. Tlic bill i j  
usually fairly strong. The nostrils are often concealed by short feathers, and 
strong rictal bristles are often present. The tail of twelve feathers is usually, 
but not always, of a normal square or rounded shape. In a few genera it is 
greatly lengthened. The plumage is usually soft and loose. The colour is so 
varied that i t  defies description ; some genera are dull, others very gaily clad. 
The sexes are usually much alike, and the juveniles do not differ greatly from 
the adults. 

The eggs are very variable. In some groups they are immaculate white 
or blue, and in others heavily marked. The nesting habits are just as diverse. 

The species are forest birds and resident wherever they are found. No 
true migration is known within the family. 

The family is a very large one and is scattered over the warmer parts of 
the Old World. In >!talaysia, babblers are especially abundant, and in the 
forests of the Malay Peninsula about fifty species are found. These include 
some of the most characteristic of Oriental birds. A number of the local 
forms are strictly confined to the mountains, but, nevertheless, babblers 
remain a common and conspicuous feature of bird life in the lowland forests. 

i Chin and throat, brick-red . Ez~petes macrocercus macrocercus, p. 275. 
Chin and throat, dark grey . 2 

I Chin and throat, black I 3 
Chin and throat, whitish to 

pale yellow 5 
VOL. 1v.-S 273 
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I Breast, tan-ny 
Breast, grey, like the throat. 

I Breast, deep chestnut 

Breast, white, heavily streaked with I black . 
Breast, brown 
Breast, grey. 
Mantle, reddish brown, wings not ' spotted . ' 1 Mantle, olive-brown; wings Spotted : 
Breast and abdomen, pale yellow . 

j 1 Breast, deep chestnut 
1 Not as above 
1 Crorvn, black 

' -1 Crown, brown 
/ Upper parts, bright yellom-ish green . 

Stachyris nzac~rltiicz ~ < i . ! , j i . ~ i . ' : ~ ,  13. 2irS 

Jfacronzis p t i l o s ~ ~ s  p t i l ~ ~ ~ : ! ~ ,  11. 31 13 

4 

Stachyris  .~zigricollzs, p. 29b 
Stachyris  leztcotis leucot1s, p. zq7 
J l i xorn i s  gz~lar is  subspp., p. 302 

6 
7 

Drytnocntaphzts capistratzis nigri-  
capitatzis, p. 281 

Thringorhif ia striolata gz~ttata,p.  300 
Ejy5ornis xantholeztca interposita, 

P. 305 
Mantle and back, brown, heavily) Tz~rdinz ts  ?nacrodactylzts subspp., I squarnated with darker brown ( p. 285 

7 - IIantle and back, brown, streaked 
1 with n-hite . . Kenop ia  str infa,  p. 302 

Crown sharply divided across, orange- 
chestnut and black 

, Not as above 

Smaller: wing, 2.8 to 3.15 in. ; crown j feathers fringed with black 
Larger: wing, 3.2 to 3.6 in. ; crown 

feathers not fringed with black . 
Bill long and curved; head with 

long, broad white eye-stripes . 
Bill short ; head with no conspicuous 

white eye-stripes . 
1' hlantle, olive-brown . 

'O I( Mantle, reddish chestnut . 
i 

(Top of head, reddish chestnut, con- ) trasting with brown mantle; throat 
or breast streaked with a darker 
colour . 

Xot as above 

Horizillas c i f~erea  cinerea, p. 289 

Horizillas magna  vzagfia, p. 287 

I I 

Povzatorhinus olivacez~s fastidioszis, 
P. 278 

Pornatorhinus wzonjanzts occidefi- 
tal is ,  p. 277 
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r Very small: wing about 2.2 j in. . Sfi lcl l~,ridopsis rztj7frons poliogaster, 
I 2  - p. 301 

! Much larger: wing about 2.7 j in. . I3 

r A broad buff eye-stripe extending to Pr1lfirueio)l r~rficeps szsbochraceum, 
the nape 1 p. 2S1 

I3 - A short white eye-stripe from bill to I eye only . . Tivlalia pilc.ati7 ii;isriiiettin, p. 279 
A distinct broad grey band across the)  0plzrj.dornis c~i5 . , j : ( l l r i . l '~  nlbogularis, 

breast p. 2 ~ 1 2  

1 Sides of head, grej-, sharply con- 

14 I 
1 --lnliropsis ~ ) ~ ~ z ~ [ z c c c ~ ~ s ~ s  i ): t~il icct~iisis ,  

trasted against bra\\-n crown ; tail - 

very short 1 P. "3 
( Otherwise . 15 

i Throat, pale but? . . -4lcippe po io i~ep l~~7 i~7  (i l l ;  is,:i:i, 
I j  - P 293 

Throat, white to greyish white . 16 
Sides of body heavily washed' with 

16 hue ;  back, oh\-e-brown . 17 
I S o t  as above IS 

I 
Tail shorter, I. j to I. j in. . . Malacocincla sepinrin fili ' iiii~i~ttl,  

17 - P 283 
 ail longer, 2.1 to 2.3 in. . . Malacocincla abbotti subspp., p. z S r  
' Crown, pale rufous brown . . Erythrocichla bicolor, p. 286 
Crown conspicuously darker than the 

. Horizillas a f in i s  a f in i s ,  p. 290 
I9 

I Throat lightly streaked with grey . Horizillas rnagnirostris magni-  
I9  -1 rostris, p. 291 

Throat not streaked 2 o 
' Bill long ; tail short ; crown and rostratum rostratum, 1 mantle, brown 
Bill short; tail normal; crown, 

greyish; mantle, olive-brown . Alcippe cinerea cinerea, p. 294 

Eupetes macrocercus macrocercus 
The Malayan Eupetes or Rail-Babbler 

Vol. II., p. 189. 

Eupetes macrocercus Temminck, PI. Col., 516, 1831, p. 204 (Sumatra). 
Eupetes macrocercus, Sharpe, Cat. Birds ,  Brit .  Mus . ,  vii., 1883, p. 338. 
Eupetes macrocercus macrocercus, Robinson and Kloss, Journ.  Nut .  Hist .  

Soc. S i a m ,  v., 1924, p. 284. 
Malay Name.-Burong gEmbala kEra (the monkey's herdsman). The 

name needs confirmation. 
Description.-An aberrant, long-necked babbler, quite unmistakable in 
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appearance and superficially rather like a highl!- crilour~d, l(-111:-tailed rail. 
Bill straight and slightly flattened ; legs long with >1101-t i ~ , . t  : ,i 11 I I I ~ . ,  bare, 
bright blur. patch on either side of the neck; feather- I I ~  t 1 1 ~  l i ~ . i i l .  -1i0rt and 
sill;>- or velvety, and on the sides of the forehead gron-in2 tl ,\\.,LI-L!- tilt: cclltre 
a n d  >lightly backwards; remainder of the p lumag~ I O I I ~ . .  l l l f l - ~  .in(l -oft. 
Gcneral colour, bright cinnamon-rufous with a brick-r~d tlirl ) , i t .  :it 1, - (if 
the head, black ; a broad white stripe behind the eye. 

ddztlt.-Sexes alike. Forehead to above the level of t l i t .  t> .~ . - ,  tl,i~-k 
brownish orange, brightest on the sides; crown and nape, r~dcli>li ~ . i . c  - r :~nt .  
brightest on the crown and narrowing on the nape ; above ant1 hc-ilir!~ 1 t!.,: 

eye a broad white stripe, extending to the nape ; lores, sides of head ,11:,l 11l.,:k 

velvety black. Chin, throat and fore neck, brick-red, palest on thy cliiri :tr?~.l 

upper throat; remainder of plumage, bright ochraceous brown, -liglltl!- 
rufous on the wings and tail, dullest on the back, mixed with pure grey on t h ~  
lower abdomen and washed with bright rufous-orange on the breast and uppcr 
abdomen. Concealed parts of wing quills, hair-brown; outer edges of the 
outer quills slightly ochraceous; wing lining, grey, the under wing coverts 
mixed with rufous. 

Immatz~re.-Rather different ; duller than the adult ; sides of forehead, 
grey ; crown and nape, chocolate-brown ; chin and throat, white, turning 
to brown on the fore neck; remaining under parts, dark grey; rest of the 
plumage as in the adult, but duller. Birds changing from immature to adult 
plumage have the forehead mixed with orange and the fore neck and breast 
patched with the bright feathers of the adult plumage. Birds younger than 
that described above are uniformly sooty black on the under parts, except 
for the throat, which is white. 

Note.-The amount of grey on the abdomen of adult birds is very variable 
and depends largely on how much the plumage is disturbed. A large amount 
of surface grey possibly indicates a trace of immaturity. 

Soft Parts.-Iris, brown ; lids, black ; bill, black ; feet, slaty to grey- 
black; bare skin on sides of neck, bright blue to purplish violet, perhaps 
shading into livid white. 

Dimensions.-Total length, 11.2 to 11.5 in. ; tail, 4.8 to 5 in. ; wing, 3.75 
to 3.9 in. ; tarsus, 1.8 in. ; bill from gape, 1.3 to 1.45 in. The series examined 
is not sufficiently large to demonstrate a constant difference in size between 
the sexes, and, furthermore, in most skins the wings are difficult to measure. 

Range in the Malay Peninsula.-From Bandon in Peninsular Siam, south 
through the lowlands on both sides of the Peninsula to Malacca. No formal 
record from Kelantan, Trengganu or Johore, but almost certainly occurring 
in these states. Not recorded from any of the islands. 

Extralimital Range.-Sumatra and Great Natuna Island. A very slightly 
different subspecies occurs in Borneo. 

Nidification.-Not recorded. Very young birds were taken in Bandon, 
Peninsular Siam, in July, and immature birds, changing from juvenile to adult 
plumage, from the Malay States, are dated November and February. 

Habits.-This curious rail-like babbler is essentially a bird of the untouched, 
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thick, tall, old forest of the lowlands, and, normally, i t  seems not to occur above 
about 2500 ft. ,  although i t  certainly strays just above that  altitude on the 
mountains of the Selangor-Pahang boundary. I t  is entirely a ground-bird 
with much the habits of a pitta and fond of the vicinitj- of fallen trees. I t  
runs with great speed and is very shy and hard to c o l l t ~ t .  5i11ce the days of 
the old Malacca professional plume-11untz.r- it ha. 11c.c.n r,lrc in  collections. 
At its known northern limit on the mountain of  I<:ro S c ~ n - n e ,  iri Handon, i t  is 
reported as  fairly commoi~. From Iiorinchi, in Sumatra, I<( !I)in-~ 111 ancl Kloss 
report i t  as a noisy and fairly common prouncl-bird in -c1.u11 i u ~ i c . l ~ . .  cl )ncealing 
itself with great rapidity a t  the lcnst alarm. 

Ponziitorll i~llrs i i ~ o i l f i z ~ l l ~ s  o c c i ~ 1 7 t ~ ~ ~ f r ~ l i s  

The Malay Chestnut-backed Scimitar-Babbler 
Vol. I I . ,  p. I<>I. 

Ponzntorlziil~ts I I I C I I I ~ I ~ ) ~ I I S  ~cc i l l e )~ tn l i s  Robinson and liloss, Jo1rr)l. I:[,.!. 
alIal .  Stirtes _\Ilts., xi.,  1923, p. jI  (Selangor, Malay States). 

P o ~ ~ ~ n f o v l ~ i ) ~ l i s  borllee~lsis (pt.),  Sharpe, Cat. Birds ,  Brit. J l ~ f s . ,  vii., ISS~, 
p. 410. 

Malay Name.-Unascertained. 
Description.-Bill long and curved; upper parts and flanks, reddish 

chestnut ; remaining under parts and a broad eye-stripe, white. 
Adult.-Sexes alike. Forehead, crown, lores and ear coverts, black, the 

crown faintly washed with greyish olive. A broad white stripe extends from 
the base of the bill over the eye to the nape. Mantle, back, rump, sides of neck, 
sides of breast and the flanks, broadly bright reddish chestnut ; upper and 
under tail coverts, brownish olive tinged with rufous ; remaining under parts 
from chin to abdomen, white. Thighs, greyish black. Wings and tail, 
blackish brown, faintly washed with greyish olive, the exposed portion of 
the inner wing coverts and the innermost secondaries entirely brownish olive ; 
edge of wing and wing lining, neutral grey with a brownish patch on the under 
wing coverts. In certain lights there is an indication of regular narrow dusky 
barring on the tail quills. 

Il?zwzatzwe.-Like the adult, bu t  duller ; rufous parts of plumage, paler 
and less extensive on the sides of the body. 

Soft Parts.-Iris, straw-colour, dull yellow or pale brown ; bill, whitish 
to greenish horn-colour, the basal half of the upper mandible, dark brown ; 
feet, greenish slate, plumbeous or blue-slate. 

Dimensions.-Total length, 7.7 to 8 in. ; tail, 3.25 to 3.5 in. ; wing, 3.3 
to  3.5 in. ; tarsus, 1.15 to 1.3 in. ; bill from gape, 1.05 to 1.1 5 in. 

Range in the Malay Peninsula.-Both sides of the Peninsula from Johore 
in the extreme south, north to Upper Perak. Not on any of the islands. 

Extralimital Range.-Sumatra. The typical race is found in West Java, 
and other subspecies inhabit East Java with Bali ; and Borneo. 

Nidification.-Unrecorded. A female collected on 21st November in 
Negri Sembilan contained an  oviduct egg. 
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Habits.-This babbler is usually seen in small partics \r-orkiny through 
the undergrowth in forest either in the lowlands or, ~nc-,rt. u-unl1~-, in sub- 
montane country between about I j o o  and 2500 ft. ,  but sor~i~tinic- :LG ! ~ i ~ l i  as 
4000 f t .  I t  is especially abundant on the Kegri Sembi1;ili !iill:. \\l~t-rr i t  11iriy 
bi- seen dodging about in the ferns and thick undergroir-tli b ~ -  thc  -id..- 1 ~i th t~  
ju~lgle paths. 

Pornatorhinus olivaceus fastidioszls 
Hartert's Scimitar-Babbler 

1-01 I1 , p 192. 

Pornatorhinus schisticeps fastidiosus Hartert, Bull. Brit. Or%. Cl11 b ,  \ \ \ \  I 

1916, p. 81 (Trang, Peninsular Siam). 
Pornatorhznus olivaceus fastidiosus, Robinson and Kloss, Journ. Nut. H ~ s f .  

Soc. Siam, v., 1924, p. 285. 
Malay Name.-Unascertained. 
Description.-Very like the last-described species (P.  rnontanzfis occideut- 

talis), but slightly larger and with the upper parts olive-brown, not bright 
rufous. 

Adult.-Sexes alike. Forehead and crown, dusky olive, becoming 
narrowly black on the sides, the forehead with narrow black shaft stripes. 
A broad white band from the base of the bill over the eye to the nape ; lores 
and ear coverts, black; the ear coverts succeeded by a reddish-chestnut 
patch on the sides of the neck. Upper parts, including wings, olive-brown, 
sometimes slightly ochraceous, a narrow, ill-defined, obsolete rufous collar 
across the nape ; concealed parts of wing quills, dull brown. Tail, blackish , 
brown washed with olive, most strongly on the basal half, and regularly barred 
with obsolete, narrow dusky bars only visible in certain lights. Chin, throat, 
breast and upper abdomen, white ; sides of the breast, flanks, lower abdomen. 
thighs and under tail coverts, dusky brownish olive, washed with rufous on 
the sides of the body and often with reddish-chestnut streaks or patches. 

Immature.-Like the adult, but paler. The upper parts are more 
ochraceous and the crown is browner and less olive. 

Soft Parts.-Iris, pale orange or yellow ; in one male, lavender ; bill, 
yellow, black a t  the extreme base of the upper mandible ; feet, pale greenlsh 
slate (Robinson and Kloss). 

Dimensions.-Total length, 8.4 to 9 in. ; tail, 3.45 to 3.6 in. ; wing, 3 . j  j 
to 3.75 in. ; tarsus, 1.2 to 1.3 in. ; bill from gape, 1.15 to 1.2 in. 

Range in the Malay Peninsula.-From the northern limit a t  the Isthmus 
of Kra south to the province of Trang, in Peninsular Siam. 

Extralimital Range.-Allied races of olivaceus are found along the Tenas- 
serlnl-Slam hlll-ranges to the Shan States and Kachin Hills. Exactly where 
the present form meets the typical olivaceus, which was described from Tea, 
in Tenasserim, I cannot say, but specimens from Tenasserim south of Tavoy 
are fastidioszls. A form described from Maprit, Patiyu, just north of our area, 
is very closely allied; it extends through Siam to Annam. The view here 
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taken of the distribution of the " species " is a conservative one, and other more 
widely spread forms of the schisticeps-~l~~ci~nlis-~tzo~~tanzts association could 
doubtless be included. 

Midification.-Davison found a nest in Januarj- a t  Pakchan, in thick 
bamboo jungle, on the ground, a t  the foot of a small >cri-IT-pine. He describes 
the nest as follows : " I t  was a large globular structure. cc~inposed externally 
of dry bamboo leaves, and \\ell secreted bj- the mass c ~ i  dr!- bamboo leaves 
that  surrounded i t  : i t  was in fact buried in these, and if I llall not seen the 
bird leave i t ,  i t  would most undoubtedly 1la1.c rernr~i~~cil  uniliscovered. 
Externally i t  was about a foot in lcngth b!. nine inches in h~i:!it. bat  it was 
impossible to take an!. accurate nleasurcnlent, as the 11c.t r,:~i!l!- Iiad no 
marked external definition. Internally \\.as a lining about 1i;ilf ,in i:i~-:l thick, 
composed of thin strips of dry bark, fibres, etc. The eI:tranct: \\.A- tl I ilne 
side, circular, and measuring 2 . j  in, in diameter; the egg-ca\-it!- 111,-.I-al-~tl 
four inches deep by about three in height." The nest contair,rcl t l l .rt~ p n r ~  
white eggs. The measurements of two are given as 1.1 and 1.09 in. i:? 1c:l:th 
by 0, j j in, in breadth. 

Habits.-In Peninsular Siam this bird occurs in the plains and al,o ,i- 

high as j joo i t .  on the mountains of Xakon Sritammarat. Alccordi~lg t ( ~  Hu~iic .  
in Central and Southern Tenasserim i t  is confined to the less-elevated ranqt.- 
and the neighbourhood of their bases. I have never met with the .pccic; 
in the field and therefore know nothing of the habits. In  Tenasserim, Da\-i>on 
usually met with i t  in pairs, but  sometimes found several together. He records 
i t  as  " not uncornmon in thin tree jungle, bamboo jungles and even well-wooded 
gardens near forest." Again : " The habits of all Scimitar Babblers are much 
alike. They live on the ground or in shrubs very close to the ground, only 
very occasionally mounting trees. They conceal themselves so well that  
they are seldom seen ; but  when seen they generally perform fantastic motions, 
spreading out the tail and drooping the wings. They have different calls, 
which resolve themselves, however, into variations of the words hoot-hoot-hoot 
constantly repeated. They frequent the very thickest pieces of jungle, not 
only where the bushes themselves are thick, but  where the low undergrowth 
is entangled and intricate." 

Timalia pileata intevmedia 
The Red-capped Babbler 

Titnalia pileata intermedia Kinnear, Bull. Brit. Om. Club, xlv., 1924, 
p, 9 (Taung Hoo, Burma) ; Stuart Baker, Nid. Birds Ind. Em$., i., 1932, 
p. 189. 

Timelia pileata (pt.), Sharpe, Cat. Birds, Bvit. ~Wus., vii., 1883, p. 507 ; 
Oates, Faun. Brit. Ind., Birds, i., 1889, p. 132 ; Oates, in Hume's ,Vests a d  
Eggs Ind. Birds (2nd ed.), i., 1889, p. 90. 

Titnelia jerdoni, Oates, Cat. Birds' Eggs, Brit. ~Wus., iv., 1905, p.  29. 
Timelia pileata jerdoni, Stuart Baker, Faun. Brit. Ind., Birds (2nd e d . ) ,  



280 THE BIRDS OF THE MALAY PESIS5UL.I 

i., 1 9 2 1 ,  11. -72 j ; Robinson and Kloss, Journ. S n f .  Hist .  . i l l i .  . i i ( l ; i : .  \ - .  , 1924, 
p. 2s;- 

Malay Name.-Unascertained. 
Description.-Sexes alike. Forehead, narrowly, and a Irt -trip<. (11-er 

thy e!-e, I\-hite ; crown, deep rufous-chestnut ; remaining upper Iurt;. i111-lutlillg 
11-ings and tail, pale olive-brown washed with ful\-ous, tlic. t , t i l  - l i ~ ~ \ i ~ i y  
dusliv bars in certain lights ; lores, black. Sides of the head, cliin. tl11-1 #,it .i~id 
breast, white, the hinder ear coverts washed with grey ; the sit1t.s c , i  rllt- nccl;, 
gre!-, and the breast finely streaked with black; remaining u~ider p'lrt-, ptile 
rufous-buff. 

Immature.-A late juvenile has the upper parts paler than tlic adult : 
pale brownish buff tinged with rufous ; crown, brownish orange ; sides of the 
head and under parts, white, faintly tinged with rufous on the sides of the 
body. There are no black streaks on the breast. 

Soft Parts.-Iris, crimson ; bill, black ; feet, brownish olive to grey- 
brown. , I n  the juvenile the iris is brownish grey, the upper mandible black, 
the lower mandible fleshy with a dusky tip, the gape yellow and the feet 
fleshy brown. 

Dimensions.-Total length, 6.7 in. ; tail, 2.9 in. ; wing, 2.45 in. ; tarsus, 
0.95 in. ; bill from gape, 0.8 in. (Siamese specimens). 

Range in the Malay Peninsula.-In the British Museum there is a specimen 
of this bird said to have been obtained a t  Afalacca many years ago by Capt. 
Pinwill. The label is said to be in the collector's own liand~vriting, but as 
the species has never turned up again in the Malay Peninsula, not even in 
the northern (Siamese) portion where i t  might be expected to occur, it seems 
likely that a mistake in labelling has occurred, and I now rather doubt if the 
species occurs on the mainland south of the Isthmus of Kra. 

Extralimital Range.-Most of Burma, Siam and the northern part of 
French Indo-China. Also in Yunnan and the extreme south of China. 
Replaced in the hill tracts from Nepal to Assam and again in the southern 
part of French Indo-China by other subspecies. The typical form of the 
species is found in Java. 

Nidification.--In Pegu, according to Oates, a domed nest of bamboo 
leaves is placed on or near the ground, in the fork of a shrub, and always 
surrounded by long grass. The three or four eggs are white, with brown 
speckles and a few grey markings. They measure about 0.75 by 0.6 in. 

Habits.-I have never seen this species in the field and must quote 
Davison, who, writing of the bird in Tenasserim, says : " In the dense kine 
grass a t  Pahpoon this species was not rare, but very difficult to obtain, owing 
to the grass being so thick that it was impossible to see more than a foot or 
two, so that when one did see the bird it was too close to fire, and on trying 
to increase the distance the bird was lost sight of. As far as I have observed, 
they keep in pairs and exclusively to dense grass jungle." 
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The Malay Striped Babbler 
Vol. I., p. 222. 

Top of the head, chestnut-rufou; ; rcmaininc upper p,irts, dull brown; 
chin and throat, whitish ; remainin? under p,irt;. 1 ) : i l ~  1>l i11  \I it11 broad, heavy, 
short streaks of dark brown. -1 bro,id ctrccik I J ~  bun , l \ . ~ r  tilt. vJ-e. 

Total length, about 6. j in. : \\-in:. 2 .7  in. 
A common babbler in the north v i  the I'enin:ul,i. hut  nl lt fl l l ln~l  south of 

Perak. I t  is usually seen in bu-he; and seems to a\-(,id thc vld il try-t . prrferring 
secondary growth. 

Mr V. IT'. 1x1-\-es found a nest in I'rrak at  the end of  Junt:. I t  \\.:I; on 
the ground, under dead bushes i11 n p'itch o i  jungle. 1'11~ th rw  t-2:- \\-vrc 
white, thicklj- spcckled tvith dark reddish spot5. 

The Malayan Black-capped Babbler 
\ - 0 1  I1  , 13 .  2 0 5 .  

B v n c l ~ j ~ p f e r ~ ~ w  ~zigvocapitata Eyton, PYOC. 2001. SOC. ,  1839, p 103 (JI;il,lcca 1 .  

Dly~~zocataphzts ?zigricapitatus, Sharpe, Cat.  Birds ,  Br i t .  J l i t s . ,  I-ii.. I ,>,>;. 
p.  j 54 ; Oates, Faua .  Br i t .  I n d . ,  Birds ,  i., 1889, p. 145 ; Oates, in Hume'-; 
Nests a~zd  Eggs I n d .  Birds  (2nd ed.), i., 1889, p. 102 ; Oates, C n f .  Birris' 
Eggs, Brit .  Mus . ,  iv., 1905, p. 37. 

Pellorneum nigricapitatum, Stuart Baker, F a u a .  Br i t .  I nd . ,  Birds  (2nd ed.), 
i., 1922, p. 246; Stuart Baker, N i d .  Birds I n d .  Em*., i., 1932, p. 212. 

Dvymocataphus capistratus nigricapitatz~s, Robinson and Kloss, Jour~z .  
Na t .  His t .  Soc. S i a m ,  v., 1924, p .  292. 

Malay Name.-Unascertained. 
Description.-General plumage, rusty brown, breast paler ; crown, 

black ; throat, white ; a conspicuous grey eye-stripe. 
Adult.-Sexes alike. Forehead and crown, black ; lores, a broad super- 

cilium and the ear coverts, pale grey with fine white streaks, the hinder part 
of the ear coverts washed with chestnut ; a short moustachial stripe, black ; 
chin and throat, white, the sides of the throat often washed with pale chestnut ; 
remainder of plumage rufous-brown, darkest on the upper parts, especially 
on the lower back and tail, lightening to orange-rufous on the fore neck and 
breast, and becoming less chestnut and duller brown on the flanks, abdomen, 
thighs and under tail coverts. Feathers of the mantle with very thin, obsolete, 
paler shaft stripes, wing feathers duller on their concealed portions, and wing 
and tail quills with narrow, scarcely noticeable, chestnut outer edges. Under 
wing coverts, mixed grey and brown; wing lining, neutral grey, the quills 
narrowly edged pale pinkish buff. 

Soft Parts.-Iris, brown or red ; upper mandible, black ; lower mandible, 
whitish to  pale slate-colour, with a black tip ; feet, pale brown, purplish brown 
to  dark grey. 
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Dimensions.-Total length, 6.3 to 6.7 in. ; tail, 2 .25  to 2.3 in. ; wing, 
2.G to 2 . S j  in. ; tarsus, 1.2 to 1.3 in. ; bill from gape, o . S ~  to 0.~45 in. 

Range in the Malay Peninsula.-From the northern li~rlit do~r-11 1)l~lth sides 
of the Peninsula south to Johore. A specimen in the Briti-11 3Iu-rum is 
recorded as having been collected by Wallace in Singapore, hut I 11.!\-c ni\-er 
seen the species on the island and know of no other specimv~i- irllIri this 
locality. S o t  recorded from any of the other small islands. 

Extralimital Range.-Attains its northern limit in South l'~-~!.!--t:rilri : 
also found in the North Natuna Islands and Billiton. The for111 f111i1:tl i l l  
Sumatra and the neighbouring island of Banka is very similar, if no t  id< nti~-,ll. 
Other subspecies are found in Borneo. The typical race inhabits Jal-a. 

Nidification.-The only record of which I have any knowledge i~ th::t I 

a nest found by Davison a t  Klang, in Selangor. " I was passing through soln~.  
very dense jungle, where the ground was very marshy, when one of the-r 
birds rose from the ground about a coi~ple'of feet in front of me, and alighted 
on an old stump some few feet away. On examining the place from which 
the bird rose, I found the nest placed a t  the base of a small clump of ferns, 
and concealed by a number of overhanging withered fronds of the fern. The 
base of the nest, which rested on the ground, was composed of a mass of dried 
twigs, leaves, etc. ; then came the real body of the nest, composed of coarse 
fern roots, the egg-cavity being lined with finer roots and a number of hair-like 
fibres. I t  looked compactly and strongly put together, but on trying to 
remove it,  it all came to pieces. When the bird saw me examining the nest 
i t  fluttered to  within a couple of feet of me, twittering in a most T-ehement 
manner, feigning a broken wing to try and draw me away. The nest contai~icd 
only two eggs, which were slightly set " (Davisoiz). Hume describes these eggs 
as " extremely regular ovals, scarcely smaller, if a t  all, a t  one end than a t  
the other. The shell is very fine and fragile, but has only a slight gloss. The 
ground-colour appears to  have been creamy white, but the markings are so 
thickly set that  little of this is anywhere visible. First, pale inky-purple 
spots and clouds are thickly sprinkled over the surface, and over this the whole 
egg is freckled with a pale purplish brown. They measured 0.82 in. in length 
by 0.62 and 0.63 in. in breadth." 

Habits.-This babbler is common in the lowlands of the Peninsula, but 
does not normally ascend the hills beyond about 2500 ft. I t  is a bird of the 
old forests and is essentially a ground-bird, rather shy and usually seen alone 
in the thick undergrowth. Davison refers to " a long-drawn single note." 

Malacocincla abbotti olivacea 
Strickland's Brown Babbler 

V0l. I., p. 2 2 7 ;  v01. II., p. 199. 

A dull-plumaged, short-tailed species, with a rather heavy bill. Upper 
parts, olive-brown, very slightly darker on the head and faintly rufescent on 
the upper tail coverts and tail. Lores and an indication of a stripe over the 
eye, greyish white ; chin and throat, dull white ; remaining under parts, buff, 



becoming bright rusty bron-11 on the 5idt.s of the bod!-, brightest on the flanks 
and under tail coverts. 

Total length, about 6 . j  in. ; \\.in$, 2 . ~ 1  in. : tail, 2.1 to 2.3 in. 
,4 common bird in the lowlands of the I'eni11suln, Inore nuinerous near the 

coasts than inland and in sccondnr~- ,growth than i11 o l t l~ r  forest. I t  enters 
gardens and cultivated areas n-ht.rc\-t.r there are p 1 ~ 1 i t ~ -  of bu;hes, in which 
i t  is usually seen near the ground. 

I n  Segri Sembilan 1Ir 1.. I\-. RJ-yes found a i l u t ~ l l  three eggs 
a t  the beginning of -April in an open nest lvhich had , I  i i l \ l : i l l . i t i l  111 of dead 
leaves, an inner cup of compactl!- \\.c~\-en rootlets and a li~iirii. o i  ; i : i~ .  1l;:ir-like 
fibres. I t  was about ei,ghtet.11 inches from the ground, in ;L t!iiiX zllL!:np of 
creepers and ferns gron-ing b!- the side of a sni:ill stream 011 t l i ~  VI!;~. c~,i a 
ravine overgron-11 n-ith thick junzle. 

In the north of the Peninsula, south to, rough1~-, tllc latitlldr o i  I ' r  :;.!iic., 
the prescnt form is replaced by the slightlj- brighter typical forni, .\I. ~ 7 .  : 7 ; ;  :::. 

J l a l a c o c i ~ ~ c l n  sepiaria tlzvdiutzttl 

Hartert's Brown Babbler 
PLATE 19 ( l o ~ ' e ~  j g w e )  

1-01, I I . ,  p ,  2 0 0 .  

Jfalacociizcla sep inr in  tnrdiizatn Hartert, B u l l .  B r i t .  O r n .  C l ~ / b ,  X X S I - ~ . ,  

1915, p. 35 (Gunong Tahan, Malay States) ; Robinson and Iiloss, Joztril. S o t .  
H i s t .  Soc .  S i n m ,  v., 1924, p. 290. 

Malay Name.-Unascertained. 
Description.-This bird is so much like Strickland's brown babbler 

(12 fa lacoc i~~c la  nbbot f i  olizlacen), described in Vol. I . ,  p .  227, of this work, that  a 
very careful examination is necessary before the two species can be separated. 
Comparing the two birds, the present species is very slightly less brightly 
coloured on the under parts, especially on the flanks and lower abdomen, 
which are browner and less tawny in colour. The upper parts are rather 
darker and the crown forms a distinct, darker cap against the mantle and is 
not merely very slightly darker than the mantle ; the thin, pale shaft stripes 
on the forehead and crown are less conspicuous ; the grey eye-stripe is more 
pronounced, but the character is by  no means as decisive as Robinson's remarks 
in Vol. I I . ,  p. 200, would indicate, because, actually, M .  a .  oli.llacea also has 
a small, ill-defined, grey supercilium ; and the thin, pale shaft stripes on the 
mantle are less noticezible. There n-ould also appear to be sonie difference 
in the colour of the soft parts, for whereas in long series of abbotti and its 
southern race, olii,acea, the feet are recorded as fleshy or brownish in colour, 
in the fen- skins of sepiaria on the labels of which field notes occur the feet 
are recorded as fleshy lavender-grey or pinkish grey. Furthermore, although 
in the field notes I cannot discern a difference in the colour of the bill, there 
appears to be one, for n-hereas in abbotti the lower mandible dries uniforml!. 
dull yellow, there is always a dark line on the ridge (gonys) in sepiaria.  Tail 
much shorter than in the subspecies of abbotti. 
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.-id~(lt.-Seses alike. Upper parts, including \\-iny; a~ici t , l i l .  (hi-k olive- 
bra\\-11. slightly richer in tone and inclined to rufe-ce~lcc. ('11 t h ~ -  l!jipvr tail 
col-ert? and tail ; feathers of the mantle with scarce1~- ric~tic~-:th!t ~ ~ l c  :haft 
tr ipes ; cron-n washed with grey and forming a fairlj- dicti11ct ci,irli c-,117 ,~-,iin-;t 
the mantle; forehead and crown with thin, obsolete. p:11~ : l !~~ i t  :tr-ipt.;. 
Concealed parts of wing quills, dull brown ; under wing co\-c-rt:. llt:i!. 1.1 1ri.s 
and an ill-defined supercilium, grey ; chin, throat, breast anti cc-11trr- I 'i tlit. 
abdomen, dirty white, washed with pale grey-brown across tlie hrcCl-t : :i,l~: 
of the breast and flanks, pale brown, becoming richer, more ru:t!.-. 111 tlic 
lower flanks and under tail coverts. 

Immature.-Very like the adult, but the upper parts rather morr ruic-IL~: 
and less olive. 

Soft Parts.-Iris, brown or dark red ; upper mandible, blackish ; loll-cr 
mandible, grey ; feet, fleshy lavender to grey. 

Dimensions.-Total length, no exact field measurements available but 
probably about 6 in. ; tail, 1.j to 1.7 in. ; wing, 2.8 to 2.9 in. ; bill from gape, 
o.8j to 0.95 in. 

Range in the Malay Peninsula.-Patani ; Perak ; Selangor ; Pahang. 
Extralimital Range.-North-East Sumatra and Central Annam. The 

typical form inhabits West Java, and other very similar subspecies are found 
in East Java and Bali, and in the remainder of Sumatra and Borneo. 

Nidification.-Unknown. 
Habits.-This species was formerly confused with the very similar 

Strickland's brown babbler (dfalacocincla abbotti olivacea), and some of the 
references in literature to the latter species not improbably apply to the bird 
under consideration a t  present, which in our experience is a much rarer bird 
and, unlike olivacea, never found in gardens, on coastal islands or in cultivated 
areas. I t  is essentially a bird of the old forest, which olivacea sometimes 
enters, and the two species have been collected close together. I t  seems to 
have a preference for submontane localities, being not uncommon at  Ginting 
Bidei, in Selangor, 2600 ft. We have other specimens from near Kuala Lumpur, 
in Selangor ; from Bentong and Ulu Liang, in Pahang. I t  is also known from 
the foothills of Gunong Tahan on the Kelantan side ; from Perak and from 
Bangnara, in Patani, which last-named place seems to mark its northern limit. 
Like its relative it is a shy bird that lurks in bushes just above the ground, 
trying to keep out of sight of the observer. 

The bird figured in the plate is a male from Ginting Bidei, Selangor. 

Bthostonza rostratunz rostratunz 
Blyth's Babbler 

V0l. I., p. 2 2 9  

In  fresh plumage the upper parts are a deeper, darker brown than in 
most of the jungle-babblers, slightly rufescent on the rump and tail, but the 
bird rapidly fades to a paler olive-brown. Under parts, white, washed with 
grey on the sides of the body. In  the field the white throat shows up fairly 
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sharply against the dark sides of the head and the rather long legs appear 
almost white. Tail, short ; bill, relatively long and slender and about equal 
in length to  the head. 

Total length, about 6 in. ; wing, 2.9 in. ; tail, 2.1 in. ; bill from gape, 0.9 in. 
A common bu t  very locally distributed species in thc lowlands of the 

Peninsula, where, according to my  experience, i t  is usual1~- seen fairly low 
down in the mangroves over mud. I t  is more numerous iiear tlit. coasts than 
in inland districts, in which latter localities i t  is found in hu:li~- i l l  tliick, low 
vegetation on the banks of the large rivers. Mr V. I\.-. T<!-\-t.; -( ,.11i- to  have 
been the first t o  discover the nest and eggs. He found two c.g,c- i11 n nc>t in 
Negri Sembilan on 6th April. I identified a bird shot off the nest. 3Ir I<~-\-es 
describes the nest as cup-shaped and loosely constructed of dcad l t . , t \ - c -  . ind 
strips of dried palm-fronds, with a rough lining of fine fibres and roo t l~ t - .  I t  
was placed fifteen inches from the ground in the base of a ground-palni, g1-i ,n-ini. 
on the edge of a stream in thick secondary forest. The eggs are " pale grct~ii-11 
ground, spotted and blotched with dark greenish brown markings." 

The Large-footed Babbler 
Val. II., p. 20j. 

Malacopteron macrodactylzwn Strickland, Ann. Mag.  Nu t .  Hist . ,  xiii., 
1844, p. 417 (hilalacca). 

Tz~rdinzcs macrodactylz~s, Sharpe, Cat. Birds ,  Br i t .  M u s . ,  vii., 1883, 
p. 548 ; Oates, Cat. Birds' Eggs, Br i t .  Mzcs., iv.,  1905, p. 36. 

T z ~ r d i n z ~ s  macrodactylus macrodactylzu, Robinson and Kloss, Joz~rn .  Na t .  
His t .  Soc. S i a m ,  v., 1924, p. 290. 

Malay Name.-Unascertained. 
Description.-A short-tailed babbler with the upper parts deep brown, 

streaked with black and fulvous, and the under parts greyish. Throat, white, 
with an  ill-defined black margin. 

Adul t  male.-Cpper part of head, nape, mantle, upper back, scapulars, 
lesser and median upper wing coverts, fulvous-brown, the feathers conspicu- 
ously edged with black and with thin buff shaft stripes. Lower back, rump 
and upper tail coverts, dark rich brown with some obsolete, large fulvous 
spots and a few indistinct darker fringes to the feathers. Primary and major 
upper coverts, wing quills and tail, chestnut-brown, darkest on the tail, 
concealed portions of wing quills, smoky brown. Lores, white ; ear coverts, 
black, perhaps mixed with a little brown ; sides of the head, brownish white 
squamated with black; chin and throat, white with a few thin black shaft 
stripes and margined by  a thin, broken black band which coalesces with the 
black ear coverts. Breast and abdomen, pale grey, the feathers with a broad, 
darker grey, submarginal band, sides of the breast and flanks fulvous-brown 
with thin buff shaft stripes; thighs and under tail coverts, fulvous-brown, 
the latter with buff edges and thin buff shaft stripes. Under wing coverts, 
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whitish, patched with grey and brown. Wing lining, ~icutrnl zrr.!-, the edges 
of the quills, rufous-buff. 

. i d ~ r l f  feilzale.-The black margin to the throat .ernis t-vt.11 Iv-; di-tinct in 
fe~nales than in males, but there is very little difference brtn-YL-11 t l l ~  -CSV-  lind 
perhaps larger series than I have a t  my disposal would sholv th,lt t1:cr~ 1- ~ i l ~ ~ i i ~ ~ .  

I~llnzatzzre.-In an immature bird the upper parts arc. nilic'li Ir--- hs 11r11!- 
spotted than in the adult. Chin and throat, white; breast, palt- hrl  ln-:: n-irh 
obsolete spots; flanks, brown, turning to rufous-brown on tht. u i ~ ~ i -  I- t,iil 
coverts ; centre of the abdomen, white. Ear coverts, bro~vn. T l l ~ ~ i ~ t ~  i -  I I ~  1 

black band circling the throat. 
Soft Parts.-I cannot trace a reliable record. 
Dimensions.-Total length uncertain ; tail, 2.3 to 2.4 in. ; wing, 3 . ~ 5  t l l  

3.7 in. ; tarsus, 1.2 to 1.3 in. ; bill from gape, I to 1.1 in. 
Range in the Malay Peninsula.-From Ghirbi and Tung Song in Peninsular 

Siam south to Johore. Found on both sides of the Peninsula. Junk Zeylon, 
but not any other coastal island. 

Birds from Peninsular Siam are very slightly greyer in the general tone 
of the under parts than specimens from the Malay States, and have been 
named T. wz. bnkeri Hachisuka (Bzd l .  Br i t .  Om. Cl. ,  xlvii:, 1926, p. 54 : Trang). 

Extralimital Range.-Certain Bornean and Sumatran forms can be regarded 
as the geographical representatives of the present bird. 

Nidification.-Oates describes two eggs obtained by Davison a t  H a n g  in 
Selangor, on 12th April, as follows: " Of a blunt oval form, and only moder- 
ately glossy. The ground is white, and this is spotted, streaked and smeared 
with rich maroon and pale pink. Some of the markings resemble scrawls 
and hieroglyphics. I n  addition, and a t  the large end of the egg, there are 
numerous spots and blotches of dull purple. The eggs bear a close general 
resemblance to those of T. abbotti, but are much larger. They measure, 
respectively, 0.92 by 0.7 ; 0.96 by 0.68 in." I have seen juveniles taken in 
Pahang and Selangor in May, June and July. 

Habits.-Very little is known about the habits of this rather uncommon 
babbler. I t  is widely but very locally distributed in the lowlands of the 
Peninsula, and most of the specimens I have seen come from swamp forest. 
Kevertheless, i t  has been taken in old forest in the hills (Ginting Bidei) and i t  
breeds in both kinds of country. I t  is a ground-bird of the deep forests. 

Erythrocichla bicolor 
The Ferruginous Babbler 

Brachypteryx bicolor Lesson, Rev. Zool., 1839, p. 138 (Sumatra). 
Erythrocichla bicolor, Sharpe, Cat.  Birds ,  Br i t .  Mzds., vii., 1883, p. 551; 

Oates, F a u n .  Brit .  I n d . ,  Birds,  i., 1889, p. 152 ; Stuart Baker, F a u n .  Br i t .  
I n d . ,  Birds  (and ed.), i., 1922, p. 258. 

Erythrocichla bicolor bicolor, Robinson and Kloss, J o z ~ m .  Na t .  His t .  Soc. 
Siawz, v., 1924, p. 290. 

Malay Name.-Unascertained. 



BABBLERS zcC7 

Description.-A long-legged, short-tailed species. The whole of the upper 
parts, rufous ; under parts, white, suffused with brown on the breast and flanks. 

Adult.-Sexes alike. Upper parts, pale rufous-brown, brightest on the 
forehead, crown and wings, and turning to bright ferruginous on the tail and 
upper tail coverts. The crown is sometimes slightl!. darker than the mantle 
and thus forms an ill-defined cap. Top of the head and mantle with very 
thin, pale, almost indistinguishable shaft stripes ; cnnct.alec1 parts of wing 
quills, blackish brown, the inriermost cclge smoky, filintlj- tinged n-ith pinkish 
buff. Some concealed feathers on the loner back  ha^-e silky n-hite tips, 
usually hidden, but sometimes sho\\-ing as an ill-deiined n-liitisli band across 
the rump. Ear coverts, sides of the head arid neck, a ring round tlit. eye, 
and the thighs, pale ful\-ous-rufous, lighter than the back ; lort.5 and under 
parts white, sonletimes slightly cream>-, washed across the breast wit11 pale 
rufous-buff to forni an indistinct pectoral zone tinged with brown on tlic ?icli-s 
of the breast; flanks and under tail coverts often faintly tinged with rurhus- 
buff. Edge of the n-ing and under wing coverts, whitish buff. 

Inii~irrtiire.-The juvenile is very like the adult, but is brighter, nearer to 
ferruginous on the upper parts. The mantle and crown are almost as bright 
as the tail. 

Soft Parts.-Iris, usually pale brown, but sometimes reddish brown and, 
rarely, red ; upper mandible, pale brown or horn-colour, the culmen usually 
darker ; lo~7er mandible, paler, flesh-colour or greyish, sometimes slightly 
yellow at  the base ; feet, pale brown or, more usually, flesh-colour. 

Dimensions.-Total length, 6.5 to 7 in. ; tail, 2.7 to 2.9 in. ; wing, 3.05 
to 3.4 in. ; tarsus, 1.2 in. ; bill from gape, 0.9 in. 

Range in the Malay Peninsula.-From the northern limit a t  the Isthmus 
of Kra to the extreme south of Johore. Not reliably recorded from any of 
the small coastal islands. 

Extralimital Range.-The south of Tenasserim. Sumatra and Borneo. 
Nidification.-Unknown. I have seen juveniles taken in the Dindings, 

Perak, late in July. 
Habits.-Fairly common throughout the low country of the Peninsula 

wherever there is thick forest, but not ascending the hills much above sea- 
level and less common in the north than in the south. I t  is usually seen in 
low bushes, or in undergrowth near the ground. 

Horixillas magna magna 
The Larger Red-headed Tree-Babbler 

PLATE 20 (lower figure) 

Vol. II., p. 201. 

Malacopteron magnum Eyton, Proc. 2001. Soc., 1839, p. I03 (Malacca). 
Malacopterurn magnum, Sharpe, Cat. Birds, Brit. Mus., vii., 1883, p. 564; 

Oates, Faun. Brit. Ind., Birds, i., 1889, p. 151. 
Horizillas magna magna, Stuart Baker, Faun. Brit. Ind., Birds (2nd ed.), 

i., 1922, p. 257. 
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Ho~icillas magna, Robinson and Kloss, J O I I Y I I .  -I-(lt. H i s f .  SOC. Siarn, v., 
1924, P. 293. 

Ojh~ydornis magnus magnus, Stuart Baker, -I-i'ii. li'iriis l i l t ? .  Ernp., i., 
1932, p. 221. 

Malay Name.-Murai rimba (see footnote, p. 25Si 
Description.-Upper parts, olive-brown ; lower parts . \\-lii  tt, , streaked 

\\-ith grey on the throat and breast. Forehead and crown, hri:llt chestnut; 
nape, black. 

Adult.-Sexes alike. Forehead and crown to well behincl tht: lc\-el of 
the eyes, bright orange-chestnut, succeeded by a black patch 011 tllk. hinder 
crown and nape. Remaining upper parts, including the wing-, oli~-~~-hrc-,\vn, 
slightly greyish on the mantle and turning to fulvous-brown on the. sunip ; 
upper tail coverts and exposed edges of the tail, ferruginous ; concenl(.cl p,lrts 
of tail quills less bright, of a duller brown and slightly dusky towards the tip;. 
Concealed parts of wing quills, blackish brown, the inner edges of the feather;, 
smoky. Sides of the head embracing the eye, pale grey with thin white 
streaks, the ear coverts tinged with brown. Under parts, white, the throat 
and fore neck heavily streaked with dark grey, the sides of the neck, the breast 
and the flanks suffused with grey. Thighs, mixed brown and white. Edge 
of the wing and under wing coverts, mixed white and grey. 

Soft Parts.-Iris, reddish brown or red; bill, grey or horny brown, the 
lower mandible paler. Sometimes the upper mandible is brown and the 
lower mandible greyish ; feet, pale slate to blue-slate. 

Dimensions.-Total length, 7-1 to 7.5 in. ; tail, 2.75 to 2.9j in. ; wing, 
3.2 to 3.6 in. ; tarsus, 1.1 in. ; bill from gape, 0.9 in. 

Range in the Malay Peninsula.-The whole length of the Peninsula from 
the northern to the southern limit, on both sides. There is no reliable record 
from any of the islands. 

Extralimital Range.-Extends north to South Tenasserim. Sumatra, 
Nias Island, most of Borneo and the Xorth Natuna Islands. Another 
subspecies is found in North Borneo. A Palawan form can also be regarded 
as a subspecies of wzagna. 

Nidification.-From the Malay Peninsula no details are known. A Sarawak 
nest with eggs taken in March is described by Mr E. C. Stuart Baker as " cup- 
shaped, made of dead leaves, grass and dead moss, lined with roots, and was 
built in a thick bush in dense forest." The eggs are described as :  " The 
ground-colour is a rich salmon-pink with a crimson flush at the larger end. 
The markings consist of wavy lines and a few spots of deep crimson-brown, 
fairly numerous a t  the larger end and sparse elsewhere." They measure about 
0.8 by 0.6 in. 

Habits.-This babbler is very common in the inland, lowland forests of 
the Peninsula, but is more abundant in the Federated Malay States and Johore 
than in the northernmost parts of its range. I t  occurs on the lower levels of 
the foothills but does not normally ascend them above about I500 to 2000 ft. 
I t  is essentially a bird of the forest and the secondary growth near forest, but 
is rare, or absent, in the immediate vicinity of the coasts or cultivation. I t  
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frequents the lower trees and bushes and I have never seen i t  01.2 the ground. 
Davison aptly remarks : " About Malacca, TI-here it is common, I found that 
i t  kept to the forests, singly, in pairs or in small parties, hunting about in the 
leaves and bushes in a desultory sort of way, and not in the systematic fashion 
that Cyanodevma and Alcippe do, though, of course, this latter often or 
generally comes down to the ground, which the present specic.5, I think, never 
does. I t  has not much of the habits of the Timaline birds, but  more resembles 
the Bulbuls in its deportment. So far as I am aware it is solelj- insectivorous." 

The bird figured in the plate is a male from Pahang. 

Horizillns cinerea cinerea 
The Smaller Red-headed Tree-Babbler 

PL ITE 2 0  ( z l p p e ~  $ ~ z L Y ~ )  

Vol II., p. 200. 

Malacoptet,o?t ci?zere~~s Eyton, Pvoc. Zool. Soc., 1839, p. 103 (Malacca). 
J4alacopfev~1i1t ci~~evelft~z, Sharpe, Cat. Birds, Brit. hfzcs., vii., 1883, p. j 6 j .  
Horizillas cijzeren ci~zerea, Robinson and Kloss, Joz~m. Nat. Hist. Soc. 

Sianz, v., 1924, p. 293. 
Malay Name.-Unascertained. 
Description.-Like the last-mentioned species, Hovizillas In. magna, but 

smaller, the breast much less heavily streaked and the feathers on the crown 
narrowly margined with black. 

Adz&-Sexes alike. Forehead and crown to well behind the level of 
the eyes, orange-chestnut, the feathers with narrow black edges, producing 
a squamate effect, most marked behind the eyes; a brownish-black patch 
on the hinder crown and nape. Remaining upper parts, including the wings, 
olive-brown, slightly greyish on the mantle and tinged with fulvous on the 
rump. Upper tail coverts and tail, ferruginous-brown. Concealed parts of 
wing quills, blackish brown, the inner edges of the feathers, smoky. Lores 
and a broad supercilium, dirty white with coiispicuous whitish shaft stripes ; 
ear coverts, brownish white with pale shaft stripes. Under parts, including 
edge of the wing and under wing coverts, white, sometimes with a few obsolete 
greyish streaks on the fore neck ; sides of the breast sometimes suffused with 
greyish brown ; flanks, faintly washed with pale grey. Thighs, white or pale 
brown. 

Immatzue.-Like the adult. 
Soft Parts.-Iris, brown, reddish brown or crimson ; eyelids, yellowish 

brown or pale olive ; bill, greyish horn to dark blue-slate, the under mandible 
lighter and sometimes whitish ; feet, fleshy to pale grey, sometimes whitish. 

Dimensions.-Total length, 6-3 to 6.7 in. ; tail, 2.35 to 2.5 in. ; wing, 
2.8 to 3-15 in. ; tarsus, 0.8 in. ; bill from gape, 0.8 in. 

Range in the Malay Peninsula.-From Bandon in Peninsular Siam down 
both sides of the Peninsula to Johore. Not known from any of the islands. 

Extralimital Range.-Sumatra and the larger islands of the Rhio-Lingga 
Archipelago. Borneo. Another subspecies is found in the Korth Natuna 

VOL. 1V.-T 
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Islantl-, and rather more distinct forms in Java and French Inclo-China can 
also bc linked up as subspecies. 

Nidification.-011 18th June Mr A. T. Edgar folind :i l l r . - t  o f  t l i i-  .pcies 
i11 IJt.rak, placed in the fork of a sapling, about four frrt irr)ln tile i.rl ~uilil, on 
thc vdge of the forest. The base of the nest was dry lea~-c- : t1lr.n c,irrlr. a la!-c,r 
c l i  strips of the leaves of a small palm and coarse gra.5 b1:itlt.- ;in(l, tinrlllj-, 
an inner, circular, cup-shaped pad of fine fibre. The egg-c1i:tnibt-r \ \ - , i -  linrd 
with brown, downy seeds. Mr Edgar describes the two c.gg-- a- : " \\liiti-h 
ground-colour, densely and evenly marked all over with spot. oi I-icii red- 
brown and underlying markings of pale grey. The shell is frlirlj- t ,  ruc.11 and 
rather glossy." Measurements, 0.90 and 0.87 by 0.62 and o.6j in. 

Habits.-A common bird with habits essentially like those of the prrc~(liiig 
species ( H .  rut. magna). The two species can be seen in the same tree. 

The bird figured in the plate is a male from the Selangor-Pahang boulidal-J- 

Horizillas afinis afJinis 
The Small Tree-Babbler 

Triclzastowza a$ne Blyth, Joum. Asiat. Soc. Bengal, xi., 1842, p. 795 
(Singapore). 

Malacopterurn afine, Sharpe, Cat. Birds, Brit. Mus., vii., 1883, p. 569. 
Horizillas afJinis, Robinson and Kloss, Jouvn. Nat. Hist. Soc. Siam, v., 

1924, P. 294. 
Malay Name.-Unascertained. 
Description.-In size and general appearance much like the last-mentioned 

species, Horizillas c. cinerea, but without the chestnut on the top of the head ; 
also so like the brown-headed tree-babbler ( Horizillas m. magnirostris), described 
on p. 228 of the first volume of this work, that the two species are sometimes 
hard to tell apart. Compared with H. wzagnivostris the present species has a 
less robust bill ; the lower throat and breast are less conspicuously streaked ; 
there is no malar stripe and the top of the head is darker than the mantle, thus 
forming a distinct cap. 

Adult.-Sexes alike. General colour above, olive-brown, tinged with 
fulvous on the lower back. Top of the head, blackish brown, forming a cap, 
but the degree of darkness subject to much individual variation ; upper tail 
coverts and tail, ferruginous, the edges of the tail quills very slightly paler. 
Concealed parts of wing quills, dusky brown, the inner edges smoky. Lores 
and a narrow indistinct supercilium, whitish ; sides of the head, whitish ; ear 
coverts, grey-brown; under parts, including edge of wing and under wing 
coverts, white, washed with ashy grey across the breast and on the flanks. 
Fore neck with a few ashy grey streaks. 

iVote.-Adults of this species are subject to rather more individual 
variation than is normal in these small dull-coloured babblers, and occasionally 
birds of either sex may be found in which the crown is deep, sooty black and 
darker than is usual. Such individuals are inclined to have the tail darker, 
more brownish chestnut and less brightly ferruginous than in normal 
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specimens; the streaks on the fore neck and the greyish wash across the 
breast are also, relatively, strongly marked. On such a bird Davison's 
" Malacopterum melanocephalum " is based. 

Immature.-Like the adult, but paler: the coronal cap less blackened and 
therefore less pronounced ; the tail quills brighter ferruginous ; wing quills 
edged with ferruginous-brown, not olive ; fore neck without streaks. 

Soft Parts.-Iris, brown ; bill, slate to grey-blue sometimes tinged with 
green; the lower mandible usually paler, the upper mandible sometimes 
almost black ; feet, grey to bluish slate. 

Dimensions.-Total length, 6.1 to 6.6 in. ; tail, 2.55 to 2.8 in. ; wing, 
2.75 to 3.1 in. ; tarsus, 0.8j in. ; bill from gape, 0.8 in. Females seem to 
average a trifle smaller than males : one very small bird has the wing measuring 
only 2.65 in. in length. 

Range in the Malay Peninsula.-From Bandon in Peninsular Sisrn down 
both sides of the Peninsula to Johore. The species has also been recorded 
from Penang and Singapore Islands, but I know of no recent record from these 
islands. 

Extralimital Range.-Sumatra and Borneo. Only doubtfully known from 
Java. closely allied subspecies is found on the Banjak Islands, \T7est 
Sumatra. 

Nidification.-A late juvenile from Bandon, Peninsular Siam, i5 dated 
16th June. Mr A. T. Edgar has found eggs in April in Perak. 7'ht nest \\-as 
three feet from the ground in a triangle formed by the stems of two 5apli1lgs 
and a creeper, in flat forest. It was a loose, shallow structure n-it11 a bayc of 
dead leaves, a layer of strips of dry leaves and then a pad of fibre on which 
the t ~ 7 o  eggs were laid. The eggs were long ovals, glossy and very fragile. 
They measured 0.88 and 0.86 by 0.62 and 0.60 in. 1Ir Edgar describes his 
eggs as follows : " The ground-colour was pink, with a dense cap on one egg, 
and a zone on the other, of deep red-brown and purplish brown, deepening 
almost to black. On the rest of the surface were nurnerous pin-spots, blotches 
and smears of various shades of reddish brown, and an occasional underlying 
smear of lilac." 

Habits.-A common bird in the lonrland forest and scrub, where it is met 
with in small parties frequenting the smaller trees and bushes. 'I'he food is, 
a t  least, largely insectivorous. The species is most numerous in inland localities 
and is least numerous in the northernmost parts of its range. Normally it is 
not found much above 1500 ft. on the foothills, but occasionally it strays a 
thousand feet higher in fine weather. 

Hovizillas ~nagnivostvis  magnivostvis 
The Brown-headed Tree-Babbler 

Tol. I., p. 2 2 8 ;  Vo1. II., 12. 200. 

Upper parts, pale earthy brown with an olive tinge ; upper tail coverts 
and tail, rufous-brown. An indistinct moustachial stripe, dark grey. Under 
parts, white, with a faint buffy grey zone across the breast, a slight 1.i-ash of 
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dull bufi on the flanks, and the throat not very disti~ictlj- 5tre:iki.d n-it11 dark 
grej-. -1 narrow white ring of feathers encircles the ej-e. 

Total length, about 6.5 in. ; wing, 3.2 in. 
Common in the lowlands of the Peninsula in sn-amp juli,zlc ; i ~ i d  -ccolidary 

grolvth and less numerous in old forest. I t  is usuallj- s e n  in dock; in the 
loiver trees. A bare description of the eggs has been publi-lird, but  nothing 
seems to be known of the breeding habits. 

Ophrydornis albogularis a1 bogularis 
The White-throated Babbler 

Setaria albigularis Blyth, J o u m .  Asiat .  Soc. Bengal, xiii., 1844, p. 3 S j  
(Singapore). 

Malacopterurn albigulare, Sharpe, Cat. Birds ,  Brit .  Mus . ,  vii., 1883, p. 568. 
Malay Name.-Unascertained. 
Description.-Upper parts, olive-brown ; lower parts, white, with a grey 

band across the breast and the flanks washed with tawny buff; crown and 
cheeks, blackish. A characteribtic feature of the species is a row of lengthened, 
stiff, pointed and upward-growing feathers situated between the eye and the 
bill, above the lores. Bill rather more flattened and flycatcher-like than in 
the preceding genus, Horizillas. 

Adult.-Sexes alike. Forehead and crown, blackish grey; remaining 
upper parts, including wings, olive-brown, tending to rufous-brown on the 
lower back and upper tail coverts. Tail, dull brown, the quills narrowly 
edged with rufous-brown and the outer feather with a very narrow whitish 
fringe. Lesser wing coverts washed with grey ; concealed parts of wing quills, 
blackish brown, the inner edges of the feathers, smoky. Lores and ear coverts, 
blackish grey. A white stripe runs from the base of the bill to above the eye. 
A row of a few stiff feathers on the sides of the forehead, above the lores, whitish, 
tipped with buff. Under parts, white, strongly and broadly washed with 
tawny-buff on the flanks. A broad band across the breast, pale grey. Under 
tail coverts, tawny-buff ; thighs, greyish brown. Edge of the wing, whitish ; 
under wing coverts, grey-brown tinged with buff. 

Soft Parts.-Iris, crimson ; upper mandible, black ; lower mandible, 
grey ; feet, bluish grey. 

Dimensions.-Total length, 5.75 to 6-3 in. ; tail, 2.05 to 2.15 in. ; wing, 
2.8 to 2.95 in. ; tarsus, 0.85 in. ; bill from gape, 0.7 in. 

Range in the Malay Peninsula.-Perak ; Pahang ; Selangor. The type 
was said to have come from Singapore but is much more likely to have 
originated on the adjacent mainland. Also recorded from " Malacca." 

Extralimital Range.-Sumatra. Another subspecies is found in Borneo. 
Nidification.-Unrecorded. 
Habits.-We are almost entirely ignorant of the habits of thi> bird. I t  

has turned up in several places in the lowlands of Perak ; in the forest at the 
foot of Gunong Tahan ; and Davison got it a t  Klang in Selangor. Over all 



BABBLERS 2 o .; 

its range in the Malay States, Sumatra and Borneo the specics sccms rare and 
very locally distributccl. I have never secn a spccirnen in the flesh or in the 
ficlcl. 

Anuro$sis nznlncceqzsis nzalacce~zsis 
Hume's Short-wing 

Vol. I . , p . 2 2 1 ;  V o l . I I . , p . 2 1 2 .  

A curious little bird with long, whitish legs and a vcry s1lo1-t tail. Uppcr 
parts, brown : sicles of thc head and a streak ovcr thc cye, grey. 'l'hroat and 
middle of thc abdomen, white ; remaining uncler parts, pale ta\vn>-. 

Total length, j . j  in. ; wing, 2.7 in.; tail, about 1.6 in. 
, . 
lhis  is a very comrnon junglc babbler, often sccn on or Iicyar tlic, rround 

in the lowland forests, damp ancl dry. Thc eggs havc been clc-cril~vll, 1,ilt 
littlc is known of tlie hrceding habits. 

Harington's Tenasserim Nun-Thrush 
\ < > I  11, I> 2 0 2  

,I lcz$pe phaeocephala daviso~zi Harington, Journ.  /_Soul by\l S r l t  H I  5f 
SOC. ,  XXIII., 1915, p. 453 ('ravoy). 

Alcippe p h a y i i ,  Sharpe, Cat. Uivds,  Bvit. Mzrs., vii , ~ h h ; ,  p 0 2  -j (pt  ) , 
Oatcs, Fazuz. Byit. I ~ z d . ,  Birds ,  i., 1889, p. 158 (pt.) ; O,ltt.b, In 1In1ne'- _\-c.sts 
a?zd Eggs I ~ z d .  Birds (2nd ed.), i., 1889, p. 108 ; Oate-, ( at. B I I  [is' I I g y s ,  L j i  ~t 
Mus., iv., Igoj, p. 43. 

Alcippe poioicephala davisoni, Stuart Baker, Fnun. Bvzt. Iizd , B ~ i r i s  
(and ed.), i., 1922, p. 279 ; Robinson and Kloss, Joztrrz. S a t .  Hist .  Soc. Szaiiz, 
v., 1924, p. 295 ; Stuart Baker, N i d .  Birds I ~ z d .  hnzp. ,  i., 1932, p. 248. 

Malay Name.-Unascert,~incd. 
Description.-Uppcr parts, olive-brown ; crown, g ~ c y  ; under parts, pale 

fulvous-buff. 
Adz4lt.-Scxcs alikc. Forchcad, crown and napc, dull grcy with an olivc 

tinge ; in sonic specimens therc is a faint black linc on cithcr side of the napc, 
originating behind and above the eye and fading out on thc mantlc ; mantle, 
olivc-brown, turning to fulvous-brown on the lowcr back, rurnp and uppcr 
tail coverts. Tail feathers, dull brown, the centrc fcathers washecl with olive 
and the outer cclgcs of thc otllcr fcathers, olive-brown; thc outer feathers 
with a very narrow fringc, especially on thc inner cdge, of u hitish buff. Wings, 
ochraccous brown, barcly tingcd with ohve, thc concealed parts of thc fcathers 
blackish brown,' the inncr edges whit~sh buff. Lore-, whitish ; ear covcrts 
and cheeks, olive-buff. Under parts, including edges of wing ancl under 
wing coverts, buff, becoming almost whitc, or crcamy, on thc centrc of thc 
breast and abdomen, and clccpcst, almost tawny-buff, on thc flanlis, thighs 
and under tail coverts. 

Soft Parts.-Iris, grcy, or sometimes brown ; bill, blackish horn, clarker 
on the culmen, ycllowish near thc gapc ; feet, palc brown or pinliish (liobi~zsoil 
and I<loss). 
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Dimensions.-Total length, 6.1 to 6.5 in. ; tail, 2.5 to 2.0 in. : n - i ~ i , ~ ,  2.6j 
to 2 . 0  in .  ; tarsus, 0.85 in. ; bill from gape, 0.7 in. 

Range in the Malay Peninsula.-Occurs only in Penin.-uktr ?i,inl from the 
northern limit a t  the Pakchan estuary south to Xakon 5ritamni,ir,tt .:nil 'I.rnng. 

Extralimital Range.-Tenasserim. Other subspecies t.xtt.n(I tlit. range 
of the species to Tonkin, the Shan States, Assam, and tlir17ui.h t h t  central 
Pro\-inces to South,India. I also regard a Javan form as o1i1~- :ul~:j~t~~itii~:illy 
distinct from A.  poioicephala. 

Nidification.-There is no record from the Malay Peninsula. 111 .I.VII:~S- 
serim it is said to nest in forest, the small cup-like nest being placed in  it-rn-, 
bushes or bamboos a few feet from the ground. According to 1Ir E.  ( ' .  ?tu:irt 
Baker, two, rarely three, eggs are laid, measuring about 0.76 by 0.5s in. In 
colour the eggs are salmon-pink or creamy in ground-colour, blotchecl nit11 
grey and spotted with brown. 

Habits.-This is a common bird in the low-country forest of Peninsular 
Siam, except in the south, and on the hills up to an altitude of about 4000 ft. 
In  some localities it is submontane in habitat. Robinson describes it as almost 
the commonest bird in the jungle on the mountain Kao Nawng in Bandon, 
" keeping generally to  the bushes and smaller trees." Like other members 
of the genus in hlalaysia this babbler is essentially a bird of the forest. I n  
Tenasserim it  is said to occur only where the country is well-wooded, and to 
avoid the dry deciduous jungles. 

Alcippe cinerea cinerea 
The Malay Nun-Thrush 

Vol. I., p. 226; Vo1. II., p. 202. 

A species of sombre plumage with no conspicuous distinguishing char- 
acters. Top of the head and nape, dark grey tinged with brown ; remaining 
upper parts, olive-brown, slightly rufescent on the upper tail coverts and tail. 
Under parts, whitish, tinged with grey on the sides of the neck and breast and 
with brown on the flanks. 

Total length, about 5.5 in. ; wing, 2.7 in. 
This babbler is common in old forest in lowland and submontane localities, 

but i t  is not commonly seen in cleared areas, cultivation or secondary gron-th. 
There is no record of the nest and eggs from the Peninsula. 

Stachyyis nigriceps davisoni 
The Malayan Grey-throated Babbler 

Vol. II., p. 206. 

Top of the head, blackish grey streaked with white; remaining upper 
parts, olive-brown ; chin and upper throat, grey ; remaining under parts, pale 
tawny, most richly coloured on the breast. 

Total length, about 5.25 in. ; wing, 2.4 in. 
In the Malay States this babbler is found plentifully in the bubhes and 
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undergrowth of sheltered, old submontane forest, but it seems not to come don-n 
into the absolute lowlands except in Peninsular Siam. I t  is common on some 
of the hills in the south of Johore and breeds in the Selangor Mountains in 
April. 

Stachyyis poliocephala poliocephala 
The Malayan Grey-headed Babbler 

Vol. II., p. 20s. 
Timalia poliocephala Temminck, Pl. Col., 593, fig. 2, 1836 (Bencoolen, 

West Sumatra). 
Stachyris poliocephala, Sharpe, Cat. Birds, Brit. Mus., vii., 1883, p. .j3+. 
Stachyris poliocephala diluta, Robinson and Kloss, Joum. Nat. Hi'si. .Sot. 

Siam, v., 1923, p. 297. 
Malay Name.-Unascertained. 
Description.-Upper parts, dark brown ; under parts, bright chestnnt : 

head, grey, streaked with white. Not unlike Stachyris nigriceps d i r ; , i s i ; ~ ~ i ,  
described in Vol. I I . ,  p. 206, but larger and without the white malar patch 

~7111~~115 and the general plumage not pale tawny, but bright rusty or fcrru,' 
brown. 

Adlilt.-Sexes alike. Head all round, grey, darkest, almost bl,lck, on 
the crown and palest, ashy grey, on the throat, turning to deep ?cpia (-In the 
hinder crown and nape; forehead, feathers of the fore part of the cr-on-11, 
chin and throat, edged with white, causing a streaked appearance, boldcjt 
on the throat; remaining upper parts, including wings, deep brown, inclini~ig 
to chestnut on the upper tail coverts and tail ; tail quills very narrowly fringed 
with chestnut, and the primaries pale chestnut on the outer webs. Concealed 
parts of wing quills, dusky brown, the innermost edges, whitish rufous. Under 
wing coverts and edge of wing, mixed neutral grey and rufous. Remaining 
under parts, deep bright brownish chestnut, the flanks and abdomen washed 
with olive-brown. 

Immature.-The juvenile has the head all round, grey, tinged with brown 
on the crown, unstreaked; the remainder of the plumage, chestnut, brightest 
and palest on the under parts. I t ,  therefore, differs mainly from the adult 
in lacking the white streaks on the head and in being paler in colour. An 
older bird is like the adult, but has the brighter juvenile plumage showing 
through in patches on the upper parts. 

Soft Parts.-Iris, yellow ; upper mandible, black ; lower mandible, 
bluish slate ; feet, olive. 

Dimensions.-Total length, 5.2.5 to 5.7 in. ; tail, 1.9j to 2.1 in. ; wing, 
2.6 to 2.8 in. ; tarsus, 0.95 in. ; bill from gape, 0.8 in. 

Range in the Malay Peninsula.-From the state of Trang in Peninsular 
Siam southwards down both sides of the Peninsula to Johore. Not recorded 
from any of the small islands. 

The name used in Vol. 11. is S.  p. diluta, but  it has since been shown tha t  the birds called 
diluta, described from Perak, Malay States, cannot be separated from West Sumatran birds 
which represent the  original fioliocephala. 






