


Ng et al.: New Mystus from northern Sumatra.

TAXONOMY 38.5, eye diameter 14.7-19.3, nasal barbel length 77.3-81.9,
maxillary barbel length 354.2-385.3, inner mandibular barbel
length 110.4-120.3, outer mandibular barbel length 155.9-
169.1. Branchiostegal rays 8 (2) or 9 (1). Gill rakers 5+14
(1) or 6+14 (1). Vertebrae 19+17=36 (1), 20+18=38 (1) or21 

+ 18=39 (1).

Mystus punctifer, new species
(Figs. 1, 2a)

Material examined. -Holotype -MZB 8703. 69.1 mm SL,
Sumatra: Aceh, Gunung Leuser National Park, trail in Suag
Belimbing research station, colI. R. K. Hadiaty & A. Mun'im, 5
Sep.1997. Fin ray counts: dorsal 11,7 (3); pectoral 1,8 (2) or 1,8,i (1);

pelvic i,5 (3); anal iv,9 (3); caudal 8/9 (3). Dorsal origin
nearer tip of snout than caudal flexure. Dorsal spine stout,
with 2-3 small dentations on anterior edge and 3-8 small
dentations on posterior edge. Pectoral spine stout, with 10-
15 serrations on posterior edge. Anal origin slightly posterior
to adipose origin. Depressed dorsal not reaching adipose fin.
Caudal fin forked; upper and lower lobe rounded posteriorly.

Paratypes-MZB 5626,1 ex., 151.2 mm SL; Sumatra: Aceh, Aceh
Selatan, Sungai Kumbih (lower reaches of Sungai Alas), coli. S.
Wirjoatmodjo & Ali, 21 Feb. 1984; MZB 8707, 2 ex., 82.1-108.0
mm SL, Sumatra: Aceh, swamp in Suag Belimbing, coli. S.
Wirjoatmodjo, 21 Feb.1999.

Diagnosis. -Mystus punctifer can be distinguished from its
congeners by the unique combination of the following
characters: overall chocolate brown with relatively large and
distinct humeral spot (and no other markings on sides of body
or caudal peduncle); 4-8 serrations on posterior edge of dorsal
spine; length of adipose-fin base 27.3-29.8 % SL; body depth
at anus 21.9-25.8 % SL; length of caudal peduncle 16.6-18.0
% SL; depth of caudal peduncle 10.7-12.3 % SL; head length26.7-28.1 

% SL; snout length 36.5-38.9 % HL; interorbital
distance 37.1-38.5 % HL.

Colour. -Dorsal surface of head and body unifonn chocolate
brown, with a distinct black humeral spot; ventral surfaces
of head and body dirty white; adipose fin and fin rays of all
fins brown; inter-radial membranes of all fins with scattered
melanophores.

Distribution. -Only known from the Alas River drainage
in northern Sumatra.

Habitat. -Mystus punctifer has only been found in peat
swamps and streams associated with peat swamps where the
water is tea-coloured and very acidic (pH of about 3).

Description. -Head and body moderately compressed.
Dorsal profile rising evenly but not steeply from tip of snout
to origin of dorsal fin, then sloping gently ventrally fromthere 

to end of caudal peduncle. Ventral profile horizontalto 
origin of anal, then sloping dorsally to end of caudalpeduncle. 

In % SL: head length 26.7-28.1, head width 18.7-
21.2, head depth 17.2-18.1, predorsal distance 38.4-40.8,

preanal length 70.3-73.2, pre pelvic length 49.7-53.1,
prepectorallength 23.4-26.3, body depth at anus 21.9-25.8,
length of caudal peduncle 16.6-18.0, depth of caudalpeduncle 

10.7-12.3, pectoral-spine length 18.4-21.9,
pectoral-fin length 21.7-23.0, dorsal-spine length 13.8-15.8,
length of dorsal-fin base 14.3-16.7, pelvic-fin length 17.3-
19.2, length of anal-fin base 13.2-14.6, caudal-fin length29.2-32.4, 

length of adipose-fin base 27.3-29.8, adipose
maximum height 6.3-7.3, post-adipose distance 12.8-13.5;
in % HL: snout length 36.5-38.9, interorbital distance 37.1-

Etymology. -From the Latin punctus, meaning spot andfere,
meaning to bear; in reference to the prominent humeral spot
of this species.

DISCUSSION

Bleeker (1862) divided Mystus into four separate genera:

Aspidobagrus, Hemibagrus, Heterobagrus and
Hypselobagrus, of which only the validity of Hemibagrus
has been continued by Mo (1991). Although M. punctifer
appears to be closely related to M. nigriceps, which Bleeker
(1862) placed in Hypselobagrus, the validity of i

Fig. 1. Mystus punctifer, MZB 8707, paratype, 82.1 mm SL. Pale areas on sides of body are artefacts (where the body has been badly
scratched during collection and preservation).
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