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NOTE ON THE SCALE MITE PTERYGOSOMA NEUMANNI
(ACARINA: PROSTIGMATA: PTERYGOSOMIDAL)
FROM THE AGAMID LIZARD HOST CALOTES VERSICOLOR
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ARSTRACT. — A-scale mute Prervgosona saiiaeit | Beelese, 19100 was recorded Gor the first tume in
Singapore from the pgamil lzard Cadetes veesicelar, The ptecygosomid nite was found bencath imbricating
seales of e Py inmtegoment and tympana ol the lizard hoste
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INTRODUCTION

Prostigmautic mites af the genera Presvposon, Gebobia, and
Geckofiello are parasites of gekkonid and aeamid lizards in
Africa (Lawrence. 1935, 1936, 1933; Davidson, 1958; lack
1961, 1962}, Tndkin (Abdussalar, 19415 Nager et al, 197%;
Lawrence, 19333, und the Philippines (Cuy, 197490, These
mites of lizards were lest investigated by Peters in 18449 who
erected the genus Precveosoma 10 record a prostigmatic scule
mite from A gamea mcssanifica (see Lawrence, [935: 3y, The
family Prerveosomidae, which comprises eight genera and
over 50 species, (Davidson, 1938 Nogar et al., 1978), is
poorty known, probubly due to the scarcity of materials for
study. In this note, we repart the occurrence of Presvoosoma
pedmantid | Berlese, 1910 from the introdoced soamid lzard
host Calores versivolor i Singapore {Chou, 1995),

TAXONOMY

Materials examined. — Mite specimens from eizht adolt Caloes
versicoder (S VL 98 — 125w collected from Marnn Souath Park.,
Stngapore in Scprember 2000 were examined, Integument of the
hisst wos excised and placed in warm aleohol 1o collect the mites,
Description and measurcments on Mervgosom mewmeanni were
based om 12 adult female specimens. microscope slides of these
specimens were deposited at the Zeological Reference Collection,
Raffles Muscum, Mationzl University of Singapore, and assizned
catilog e nos, ARC.2000 1158 10 1163

e 1L Dorsal view of female Prervedsanta negimgnni
Fig. 1. D 1% I I Prerve

Deseription, — ldivsomea: Sort. bag-like in appearunce. much
broader than long. Dusensions: length 345-680 1, width 903-
LIA0 W (o= 12 females), Dorsum with dense anterior paich
of serrated serae on each side of median line (Fig. 13 17-26
peripheral setae; setae towards the media-lateral region are
[ine-pointed amd longer, setae towands anal region broad and
expanded terminally. Majority with 3 pairs of broad aenital
setue; genital setae of varying lengths: two specimens with
fsetac on one side and 5 setae on the other side of the genital
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vpening. Presence of 3 anal spines of varving lengths,
Posterior bull of venter with 3 pairs of sctac. Eves absent,
Stigmata openings al bases of chelicerae, Grathosome: Palps
with & setae. Chelicerae measure 210-230 1 in length. Legs;
l'ars with u pair of feather-like bipectinate setae; tarsi T and
[T with stout spinitorm seta; empodia with tenent setac. Ana!
ppening: Postenior,

Sive Of Infestation. — Adult females antached beneath darsal,
luteral, and ventral body scales; mites were more densely
distributed beneath scales in anterior half of hady, and i
tympanum: also observed heneath scales in gular area and
Forelimbs: colour in life is pinkish red; specimens preserved
in wleohol, vellowish 1o brown.

DISCUSSION

Scale mites of the fumily Prerveosomidac parasitize lizards
by artaching themselves under bodv scales or between digits
ol hosts tHirs, 1925), Their soft bodies are flattened dorso-
ventrally und devoid of any scleratization. Scale mites are
entirely absentin lizards in which scales are absent or which
lack imbricating scales. In € versicalor, imbricating scales
make up the integument ol the entire trunk region: the
posterolateral margins of these scales are shightly deflexed
to form o small pocker, and 1t is 1o the skin under these
imbricating scales that the scale mite, P, neumanii, was attached,
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