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Fig. Helicophagus leptorhynchus, paratype, CMK 12246,185.0 mm SL; Laos: Khammouan Prov.: Mekong River.
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identified as H. waandersii, but differs from it in having
a longer anal fin (34.5-38.2 % SL vs.31.9-34.3), shorter
caudal peduncle (12.9-15.3 % SL vs. 15.6-16.7), longer
head (20.8-22.8 %SL vs. 18.9-20.3), and larger eye
(16.1-21.2 %HL vs. 14.1-15.9). Helicophagus
leptorhynchus also has a more slender snout (when
viewed laterally) than that of H. waandersii (Fig. 2).
Furthermore, the two species do not have the same
distribution: H. leptorhynchus is known only from the
Chao Phraya and Mekong River drainages in Indochina
while H. waandersii has been reported from drainages
in Sumatra and Peninsular Malaysia (Lim & Zakaria-
Ismail, 1995)
Helicophagus leptorhynchus differs from H. typus
(known only from drainages in Sumatra) in having more
anal-fin rays (35-42 vs. 30-32), the premaxillary teeth
in two quadratic patches (vs. in a single curved patch),
9-12 (vs. 27-30) gill rakers on the first branchial arch,
and absence (vs. presence) of numerous small gill rakers
on anterolateral face of the fIrst branchial arch.b

I
Comparative material

Helicophagus typus -ZRC 40472, 1 ex., 487.0 mm SL;
Sumatra: Jambi, freshwater fish market; H. H. Tan et ai., 5
Aug. 1996. -ZRC 41524, 2 ex., 540-555 mm SL; Sumatra:
Jambi, Angso Duo fish market; H. H. Tan & H. H. Ng, 23-29
Ju1.1997. -ZRC 41540,8 ex., 203.9-223.5 mm SL; Sumatra:
Jambi, Angso Duo fish market; H. H. Tan & H. H. Ng, 23-29
Jul.1997.

Fig. 2. Schematic illustrations of lateral views of heads:
a. Helicophagus leptorhynchus, CMK 5094, paratype,
165.6mmSL;b.H. waandersii,ZRC41528, 197.2mm
SL. Scale bars represent 10 mm.
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