






Lob & Wu: New Paratymolus from Taiwan

Ecology. -The species was collected at night from shallow reef waters by diving at about
0.5 m depth. It was obtained from brown algae (Turbinaria) on rocks.

Etymology. -The species is named after Taiwan. Gender masculine;

Remarks. -Paratymolus taiwanicus, new species, appears to be most closely related to P.
latipes Haswell, 1880, with both species possessing a dorsally smooth, broadly pentagonal
carapace with three prominent lateral spines on the anterolateral margin. This is unlike the
species belonging to the P. pubescens group (see Griffin & Tranter, 1986), all of which
possess dorsally tuberculated carapaces. The anterolateral armature of P. taiwanicus also
differs from that of P. sexspinosus which has a large broad tubercle followed by a slender,
forward-directed spine instead. Like P. latipes, and unlike both the members of the P.
pubescens group and P. sexspinosus, P. taiwanicus has a spinulated subhepatic region and
chelipeds that are covered with dense conical to spinular protruberances along their entire
length.

Paratymolus taiwanicus can easily be distinguished from P. latipes in several key features.
In P. taiwanicus, the inner spinule of each rostral lobe is considerably smaller than the outer
one, unlike in P. latipes where the inner spinule is only subequal to the outer one. Also, P.
taiwanicus possesses an additional spinule at the base of the emargination of the rostrum, a
character that is not known in any other known specimen of Paratymolus. In addition, the
orbital region of P. taiwanicus differs from P. latipes in that it is more distinctly toothed.
There is also no preorbital spine on the supraorbital eave while to the posierior of this eave,
there is an additional process. The postorbital spine is also slightly cupped in P. taiwanicus
whereas in P. latipes, it is not.

In the specimens of P. latipes examined, numerous tubular sensory setae were present on the
anterior region of the carapace, orbital region, rostrum and in a straight row along the most

Fig. 2. Paratymolus taiwanicus, new species. Holotype male (cI7.4 mm) (ZRC) Dorsal view. Life
colour.
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