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slender, tapering gradually to a pointed tip; tail length 2.13-2.64 times head-body length,
maximum depth 0.19-0.27 of tail length; caudal muscle strong, deeper than tail fins except
at posterior quarter, ventral fin slightly deeper than dorsal. (Dimensions from ZRC.1.3458,
n=15, Stages 26-36, total lengths: 17.2-38.1 mm)

Colour/Markings. -(in life) Head-body and tail muscle olive, mottled with dark brown
specks on dorsum and along flanks; ventral surface uniform buff, finely dusted with brown;
tail fins occasionally speckled with dark brown patches.

Feeding Behaviour. -At the hill streams, the larvae were observed to feed in a manner
similar to that seen in Megophrys nasuta larvae. In shallow water «1 cm depth), the M.
longipes larvae contact the water surface with fully expanded funnel lips, forming a noticeable
depression of the water surface at the position of the mouth (Fig. 2). With swift gulping

Fig. 1. Lateral view of adult Megophrys longipes BouIenger (ZRC.1.3460), Fraser's Hill, Peninsular
Malaysia.

Fig. 2. Lateral aspect of Megophrys longipes larva (Stage 32) in feeding position.
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movements of the mouth, floating debris are drawn rhythmically towards the lips, which
sieve out the larger particles, while allowing the finer ones in. When the larvae are not feeding,
they lie on the stream bed with the funnel mouth collapsed. In this non-feeding position, the
extreme lateral comers of the lips are folded upwards and inwards, forming a crescent-shaped
pair of 'horns' (Fig. 3).

Development. -The advanced stage larva collected (ZRC.l.3459; Stage 43, total length 33.2
rom) provided the essential link between larval and adult stages. The specimen still possessed
the characteristic mottled tail of the larva described earlier. Diagnostic features which are
observable in adults of M. longipes were exhibited in this specimen. These include a small,
soft dermal projection on the medial edge of upper eyelid; distinct canthus rostralis; slender
fingers, first finger as long as second; slender, long toes with rudiment of web; both
subarticular and metatarsal tubercles absent; smooth skin dorsally with two pairs of delicate
oblique folds converging posteriorly on the scapular region; distinct supratympanic fold;
smooth ventral surface. In life, the larva was olive-brown dorsally; limbs with dark cross-
bars. A dark brown 'R' -shaped marking overlapped the region of the dorsal, central dermal
ridges but this colour pattern faded upon fixation and preservation. After eventual tail
resorption, the specimen would have a snout-vent length of 12.8 rom.

Fig. 3. Dorsal (a) and lateral (b) aspects of Megophrys longipes larva (Stage 32) in non-feeding position.
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