


~eong 

et aI.: New Record of tree-frog from Singapore

Fig. 1. Dorsal (a) and ventral (b) aspects of Theloderma horridum (ZRC.l.3278). Photo courtesy of
K.Lim.

The dorsal surface (Fig. 1 a) is covered with numerous irregular tubercles while the ventral
surface is largely granulated. A brown, inter-orbital cross-bar is present. The limbs are
patterned with regularly spaced cross-bars right up to the phalanges. A large, prominent
black spot is present at the lumbar region. The ventral ornamentation (Fig. 1 b) bears a striking
resemblance to the illustration of the marbled pattern as in Boulenger (1903: pl. 6, fig. 2).
In life, the blue-gray hue of the belly is discernible.

A comparison was made of the present specimen with a larger (snout-vent length 41.3
mm) specimen of Theloderma horridum (ZRC.l.3220) collected by A.T.C. Wong at Ulu
Kinchin, Pahang, West Malaysia in April 1995. Specimen ZRC.l.3278 has a snout-vent
length of 23.4 mm and appears to be a juvenile. Apart from differences in size, both specimens
are identical in general appearance.

Following this first discovery, a second individual of similar size was spotted by L. C.
Tan and T. S. Tan (pers. comm.) on the 16th of August, 1996 at night (2000-2030 hrs). This
was during a Nature Reserves Nocturnal Survey conducted at Taban Valley, Bukit Timah.
The frog was observed at the same locality where the first speciman was found, slowly
climbing a tree trunk from knee-level upwards. It was photographed in situ but not collected.

Theloderma horridum is known to occur in southern Thailand, West Malaysia and the
Mentawei Islands off Sumatra (Berry, 1975: 94; Dring, 1979: 216, 218; Frost, 1985: 549;
Inger, 1966: 348; Smith, 1926: 80; Taylor, 1962: 519). Only recently has this species been
recorded from Borneo, at the Danum Valley Field Centre (Inger et aI., 1995: 115,129-130).
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