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PARASCOLOPSIS MEIANOPHRYS, A NEW SPECIES OF
DWARF MONOCLE BREAM (TELEOSTEI: NEMIPTERIDAE)
FROM THE INDO-MALAYAN ARCHIPELAGO

Barry C. Russell and P.K. Chin

ABSTRACT. - A new species of dwarl monocle bream, Parascolopsis melanaplrys, is
deseribed {rom two specimens collected from fish markets in Kupang, West Timor, Indonesia,
and Tawin, on the east coust of Sabuh, Malaysia, The new specics is distingoished from all
ether species of Poarascolopsis in having a distinctive hlack tranguolar shaped spot above
and behind the eve.

INTRODUCTION

Dhwarl monocle breams of the genus Pavaseolopsis (Family Nemipteridae) are small,
bottom-living lishes usually aceurring in moderately deep water (to 500 m) on ouler shell
and continental slope wiiters throughout the Indo-West Pacific.

Russell (1990) recognised nine species: P aspinesa (Rao & Raol, from the Western
Indian Ocean: P, hoesenand (Rao & Rao), from India: P eriommea (Jordan & Richardson)
and P, inenmis Schiegel in Temminek & Schlegel, both widespread in the Indo-West Pacific;
P guntasi Russell & Gloerfelt-Tarp, from Indonesia; £ mufoniacadarus Rossell from North-
western Australin; P.oranvactis Russell and £, tosensiv { Kamohara) both widespread in the
Western Pacific; and P, townsendi Boulenger, from the Western Indiun Ocean. Subsequently
two additional species have been described: Russell & Golani (1993) described P. baranesi,
collected from decpwater trammel nets in the northern Gulf of Elat; and Russell {1995)
described F. capitinis. collected from St John's Fish Market, Colombo, St Lanka,

T this list of species we add an additional species. described herein as new, collecled
from fish markets in Kupang, West Timor, Indonesia, and Tawau, Sabah, Malaysia.
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METHODS AND MATERIALS

Methods of counting and measuring specimens follow Russell & Gloerfelt-Tarp (1984).
Lengths of specimens are standard length (SL) unless otherwise indicated, and all
measurements are expressed in millimetres rounded to the nearest 0.1 mm. In the description,
measurements and counts for the holotype are given first; those for the paratypes, where
different from the holotype, are enclosed in parentheses.

Specimens are deposited in the Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory, Darwin
(NTM) and the Fisheries Research Centre, Likas, Kota Kinabalu, Sabah (FRCL).

Parascolopsis melanophrys, new species
(Fig. 1)

Material examined. - Holotype - NTM S.13164-002, 163.5 mm SL, Indonesia, West Timor,
Kupang, Pasar Kampung Solor, coll. B.C. Russell, 31 Oct.1992.

Paratype - FRCL 0022, 177.0 mm SL, Malaysia, Sabah, Tawau Market, coll. Tomoyashi Kajiwara,
1987.

Diagnosis. - A species of Parascolopsis with the following combination of characters:
head relatively large (2.9-3.0 in SL); pectoral fin rays 17; pectoral fins long, reaching a
vertical at anus; pelvic fins moderately long, reaching to or just short of anus; gill rakers on
first arch 10; scales on top of head reaching forward to between posterior margin of eye and
posterior margin of pupil; suborbital naked; posterior edge of suborbital smooth, with a few
denticulations posteriorly and a small spine at upper corner; lower limb of preopercle naked;
body pinkish, with broad pale yellow lateral stripe; black triangular-shaped spot on nape
above eye.

Description. - Dorsal rays X,9; anal rays III,7; pectoral rays 17; lateral line scales 35
(36); transverse scale rows 3_%+ 13+ gill rakers 10.

Fig. 1. Parascolopsis melanophrys, holotype, NTM S.13164-002, 163.5 mm SL.
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Body moderately deep, depth 2.8 (260 in 51 head 3.0 (2.9) 10 SL: head length 0.9 in
hody depth: snout short, rounded, 3.8 (3,60 10 head; eve large, 2.7 (2.8) in head; dinmeter of
eye greater thun snout length, 0.7 (0.8 ) insnout; interorbital width 1.7 (1.8) in eye; suborbital
shallow, least depth 4.3 (3.5} in eye; doesal-lin length 1.9 (1.8) in 5L; fourth or fitth dorsal
spine longest, 2.1 (1.9) times length of first dorsal spine; second through fifth dorsal rays
longest, 0.9 (100 tmes length of longest spine: anal Tin length 5.8 (5.6) in 8L first anal
spine LY i second anal spine: second anal spine 0.2 in third anal spane; pectorul fins long,
reaching to a vertical al anus, 1.2 (1.3 in head: pelvic Tins reaching to or just short of anus,
[ 1.5 in head.

Mouth moderate, muxilla reaching to below anterior margin of pupil: jaw weeth villiform,
i nareow lapering bands in both jows; upper jaw with 3-4 pairs and lower jaw with 5 pairs
of slightly enlarged, recurved teeth anteriorly. Scales on top of head extending forward o
between posterior murgin of eye and posterior margin of pupil; snout and suborbital naked:
subarbital rounded posteriorly. its edge smooth. with a few denticulations on posterior margin
and & smudl spine ar upper corner; preopercle with 3 fransverse scale rows, lower limb naked;
posterior margin of preopercle finely denticulate: dorsal fin emarginate: caudal [in slightly
forked.

Colowration. - In life: hody rosy pink, tinted with mauve, becoming silvery white on
ventral surface; broad, pale lemon lateral stripe from above pectoral fin hase al origin of
lateral line o lower half of caudal fin base: diffuse lemon stripe along ventral midline from
behind throat 1o buse ol caudal fin: indistinet traces of yellowish on opercle; distinctive
triangular black spot above and behind eve on either side of nape: upper hall of caudal fin
pale pink, lower lobe pale yvellow; dorsal and anal fins pale translucent pink; pectoral and
pelvic fins ranslucent pale vellow,

Colour in aleahol pale browmsl: tiangular black spot above and behind cye on cither
side ol nape.

Etymology. - Named melanophes, Irom the Greek melan, black, and ophrs, cychrow,
in reference to the distinetive black markings on the nape of this species.

Distribution. - Known only from the type specimens, both collected from lish markets,
one from Kupang, West Timor, Indonesia, and the other from Tawau on the east coast of
Sahah, Malaysia,

DISCUSSION
This species appears to be close 1o Parascolopsis inermis (Schlegel in Temminck &
schlegel, 1843) and P. tanyaens Ruossell, 1986, but differs from these and all other species
ob Paraseolopsis in possessing a disunctive bluck, triangular shaped spot ahoyve and behind
the éve.
KEY TO THE WESTERN PACIFIC SPECIES OF PARASCOLOPSIS

1o Gill mikers on first arch 17 1o 49 (Tnado-W, Pacilie)
- Gl riakers on [irst arch & to 10
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2. Preopercle more or less entirely scaled or with an incomplete naked Nange posteriorly on its free
margin (5. Japan, Philippines, Indonesia) ..., R P, towensis
Preopercle with adistinet broad naked flange bordering s free margin o, 3

3. Pelvic fins not approaching unws, length of pelvic fins L6 w 190 head; 4 or 3 transverse seale
rows above Lteral Tine; interorbital width 1O 0 L3 ineve (INW Ausiralio) oo,
............................................................................................................................ F. .lrr_.l':.l.l.l!m‘.'iflur.:e.'c
i"t,|‘rll: fins reaching close (o or bevond anus. length of pelvic fins 1.2 10 18 in head: 2 to
?— transverse scale rows shove Laeral ling; ||'||LFI.'IT|.'-'I1.d| width 13 10 2.2 00 e¥e e 4

4. Trangular black spot above and behind eye (B Malaysia, E. Indonesiay ..., P, metanopiiees
Mo arangulir black Spot above and BEBIRG EYE i s s oo iy spemsn s ety 5

3. Dusky band joming nosirls across snout; fourth o G0 dorsal my clongate in larger specimens
(Philppres, Indonesis, BN Adstridia) e s s P ranvactis
Drusky band scress snout shsent: Tourth or fifth dorsal sy not notably clongaee (W, Pacilic o E,

D R O I A i b Al s 5 r s 2o ormesc e et 18 e AL BPORS PR 11 P, inermis
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