


Russell & Chin: A new species of Parascolopsis

METHODS AND MATERIALS

Methods of counting and measuring specimens follow Russell & Gloerfelt- Tarp (1984).
Lengths of specimens are standard length (SL) unless otherwise indicated, and all
measurements are expressed in millimetres rounded to the nearest 0.1 mm. In the description,
measurements and counts for the holotype are given first; those for the paratypes, where
different from the holotype, are enclosed in parentheses.

Specimens are deposited in the Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory, Darwin
(NTM) and the Fisheries Research Centre, Likas, Kota Kinabalu, Sabah (FRCL).

Parascolopsis melanophrys, new species
(Fig. 1)

Material examined. -Holotype -NTM S.13164-002, 163.5 mm SL, Indonesia, West Timor,
Kupang, Pasar Kampung Solor, colI. B.C. Russell, 31 Oct.1992.

Paratype -FRCL 0022, 177.0 mrn SL, Malaysia, Sabah, Tawau Market, colI. Tomoyashi Kajiwara,1987.

Diagnosis. -A species of Parascolopsis with the following combination of characters:
head relatively large (2.9-3.0 in SL); pectoral fin rays 17; pectoral fins long, reaching a
vertical at anus; pelvic fins moderately long, reaching to or just short of anus; gill rakers on
first arch 10; scales on top of head reaching forward to between posterior margin of eye and
posterior margin of pupil; suborbital naked; posterior edge of suborbital smooth, with a few
denticulations posteriorly and a small spine at upper comer; lower limb of preopercle naked;
body pinkish, with broad pale yellow lateral stripe; black triangular-shaped spot on nape
above eye.

Description. -Dorsal rays X,9; anal rays 111,7; pectoral rays 17; lateral line scales 35
(36); transverse scale rows 3++ 13+; gill rakers 10.

Fig. 1. Parascolopsis melanophrys, holotype, NTM S.13164-002, 163.5 rnm SL.
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