THE SNAKES OF MALAY A Tweedie. M. W_F._ 1983, Third Edition, Singapore National Printers (Pte)
Lid., 303 Upper Serangoon Road. Singapore 1334, 167pp.

Snankes have always Tascinated man since the earliest times and have been portrayed sigmificantly in
folklore and superstition throughout the world, While numerods scientific accounts of snakes exist, there
remiins wntl more recently, very Tew books wrinen for the public that will enable them to recognise the
different snike species, Tweedie's book however serves both, the scientific community and the public. |
has withsiood the test of time, this third edition being published 24 vears after the second edinon (in 149573,
which is iself considerably revised over the first editon, [t rermains 1o this date; the classic reference text
for snnkes of the regron

Thie material an this third edition has been rearganised and substmtially revised and upduted with the
latest information, Taxonomic changes have been incorporated and revisions are mude to the species
descriptions as well as 1o the uselul ienification keys, some of which have been tonally rewritten, The
bowk also carries an entire chapter on “Snakebite” contributed by the late H. A, Reld whose extensive
experience i shared with the readers. Missing from the mtroduction of the third edition but which appeired
i e second edition s sections on “collecting and preservimg snakes” and “snakes in captivity'', ns well
as the synopsis of the Tamilies. The inclusion of new information s evident such s the discussion on (he
dict of the slug snakes (Pareas) m the mtmductory secton on “food”. The chapter on “Tdentification of
Malayan snakes” remuins fairly the same except for the taxonomic updating: The identification key hay
only minor changes which demonstmtes Tweedie's keen powers oF observation whed he first construcied
it The chapter on "Systemstic lis1” in the second edition is also excluded from this edition,

Almosi 140 species of snakes belonging 1o pine families from Mulavsia and Singapore are discussed,
The descriptions are simple enough even lor the educated layman, The black-and-whire photographs of
thee snukes are indeed wseful, although one cannot help noticing that four black-aned-white plates (red-tailed
pipe snake, striped racer, painted mock viper and bamded Malayan coral snaked and the only colowr plite
of the yellow-ringed cat snake. seen in the second edition are not included with the third edition. The book
remaing as an imporant source of reference on the venomous and non-venomous snakes of the region,
particularly Peninsular Malayvsia and Singapore.

L.M. Chou
Depanment of Zoology, National University of Singapore.
kent Ridge, Singapore 051 1, Republic of Singapore.

LABYRINTHFISCHE FARBE IM AQUARIUM. Ein Handboch fiir Bestimmung Pflege und Zucht.
|90, Horst Linke. 1SEN 3-809336-110-2. Teira-Verlag. Tetra Werke Dr. rer. nat. Ulrich Baenseh GrabH,
4520 Melle 1. Postfach 1580, Germany. 174 pp.

The popularity of the anabantoid fishes as aquarium pets has resulied in the release of many books on
the subject, almostall by aguarists, The most recent such release by Horst Linke, in effect a revision and
upifate of his 1980 book, dealing with the world Anabantidae, Belontiidae. Helostomatidae and Osph-
ronetiidae is certiinly one of the better ones. Although the teal is entirely in German, it will nevertheless
prove useful for seientists and amateurs in this pan of the world.
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Wht is perhaps good about the book is that it is unpretentious as 1o its ohjectiives - e to show the
diversity of the snabantoid fauna, help identify them visually, give useful rips 1o aguarists how it is kept,
its nitural hahitats, preferences ele. No atiempts have been made 1o name new tax, resolve systematic
prohlems or hypothesise aboul anahantoid evolution and brogeography. Linke s avoidince of these aspects
410 his credit. Unless carefully done, such “sciertific ventures™ often result in even more problems for
vthers in the future. The colour photogriphs of the species. almost all by the author, serve to identify the
spectes very elfectively, Inanabantaids, menstic or morphometric chargters, more often than Aok, e ried
very uselul, Live adull or breeding colours and kabits are often more valuable. T js well know that
preserved speaimens, particularly of females or juveniles, are neterously difficult (if not impassible) to
wlemify. The excellem colonr photographs are this very valuable for aguarists and ichibyologists alike,
Adposvall the labivrinth fishes of Asia and Alrica are dealt with, Thireen Asiatic genera and 73 species,
awellas one African genus and 16 species are discussed. Exch species is prowvided with at least one colour
photograph, o distribiition map, type data, description of the natural habitt, water BT TR

Almost all the species known 10 occur in Peansular Malavsia and Singapore have been teeated,
neluding recently deseribed tava like Berta msvae Schaller. B, peraephone Schaller, B waseri
Kruimmenacher, Paraypdiromenis magvi Schaller and P hairvev Brown, fretra coveeing Vierke hos also
Been reported Trom Maliysis, bt it s unclear if they are eeilly covnimg, tuxsvae or an undescribed form,
Aume records are rather dubious. Linke (p. 37) followed Schmid ( [958 in regarding Herta waserf us B
mecropfithadeene Regan, 1910, bt his not been ¢learly demonsirated as et Besta evacropditfilon wils
deseribed on the busis of one specimen from Singapore (Regan, 1910) whereas B wiseri was from Pahung
(K rummenacher. 1986), Ceruinly, no 8. wiseri-like species exists in Singapore, The only forest Beirg
specics that is present is Betta pugnac. although Singapore is not figured in the distribution of this ApMeCIES
i A4,

I recent years, my collesgues and | have sampled i atmost all the areas lisped by Linke, ond |t is
unfertunate that many of the sites cited by him and his adquarist colleagues, including 1ype localities for
muny of the récen species, have already been developed or disturbed sor by that the fishes ure very scarce
v longer there, The type localiny of & persephone is now mdjacent toa new highway, whereas the forest
surrounding the sireams where B ressvae is being clearcd. Sunilarly, the forest where P firvevi ocours
is now heing opened up and gradually developed.

Trichopsis pumifla (nec puailius) was deseribed as accuning inmany pans of Peninsular Makeysia (p,
1393, but there are no other known records of this species so far south (it is primarily a Thai/Indo-Chinese
species). Certinly. the reviewer and his colleagues have not obtained this species in their collections, The
presence of Sphaerivhts asphronenoides in Singapore (p. 123} is incomect. Despite some old and recent
reports of this species from Singapore. no authenticated wild records exist,

The presence of Psendosphromenus davi in somthem Thailand i rather surprising (the species is mative
10 southwestem India), Linke probably followed the older records (e.g. Regan, 1910 which may not be
reliable: The Bomean species figured as “Beita spec. von Anjungan”, “Parosphromenns spec. von
Pudukualt™, *Parnspliromenis spec. von Mander”, “Parosphramenis Spec. von Anjungan”, have been
recently described as B, railans, P linkei, P anjuganensis and P_ormaticatdes respeitively (see Kottelat,
1991, Certainly, Linke has illustrated more new species from Bormeo, His “Berta spec. von Pulan Laut™
and “Besta spec. von Tarntang ™ are likely to be undescribed tava, That Linke has refrained from officially
naming thean until more specimens avail themselves and detailed studies by competent ichthyologists cin
b made speaks very well for Linke's working philusophy.
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A reference section should have been mcluded at the end. especially intracing some of the citotions, This
15 alsoreonsidering the amount of work that has been done by German aguarists aver the vears 10 which
the suthor certainly has complete sccess. Such references ure usually not known or casify availoble hut
nevertheless uselul for both iterested laymen and scientists alike, especially thost in Southeast Asia, A
shortsection highlighting the tasonomic problems with genera like Betta s Parosphiroments would also
tave been welcomed, i nothing else. 10 wam prispective “overzealous” aguarisis against “sloppy”
systemolic procedures.

The growih an number of dguartats over the vears has been both o boon as well as bane 0 more
profussivmal ichihyologiss, Ther “explorative”™ skills are well known, and i the srena of anabantoids;
most ol the new species described in recent years has been adirect resultof their collections, Unforumately,
same species have been pamed by over realous aquarists nob farmiloe with the provedures and rules of
soological nomenclnure. Species have been very pourly descnibed, necessary comparisons not made and
older synonyms geoored. The Tax rules of soology however, mevitably validate these pumes, creating
wonlusion for scientists and agquarist alike when allied tou are found and need to be jdemalied,

Like many other German aguanum books, Linkes will probably be translated into English w cater for
the large and growing intemational marker. 1t will certainly be one wselul edition for all fish enthusinsts,
ambeur wnd professional, o look forswand w
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