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ON RICHARD DENISON PURCHON

Richard Denison Purchon was born on 19 March 1916 in Sheffield, Yorkshire, England, the
son of an architect, W. S. Purchon, who was later appointed to the Headship of the Welsh School
of Architecture, Cardiff. His mother was Eleanor Maud Purchon (nee Strong). It is perhaps from
his father that the young Richard obtained his love of form and functional anatomy. Between
1934 and 1937 he read for an honour's degree in Zoology at the University of Bristol and
attended vacation courses in marine zoology at Bangor and Plymouth and thus his future career
was set. After graduating with a 1st class honour's degree, Richard was awarded a John Stewart
Research Scholarship at Bristol where he undertook research on the intertidal biology of the
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