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Liime MNew Races of Natuna Birds
By TN, UHASEN

The following diagneses ave based on birds colleeted by :
myzelf in the northern islands of the Natuna group in the South
China Sew in 1928, and by My, P. M. de Fontaine, of the Haffles
Museum; in the southern islands, in 1981, A detailed account
of the ecollections will appear at a later date. Dr. H. C .
Oberholser* has recently published an account of the Natuna
gvitaung including the deseriptions of a number of new forms.

Some of the undermentioned species were not represented in the

collection he veported on: in other cases the material appesrs to

have been inadequate for dsseriplion.

Treron fulvicollis oberholseri subsp. nov. =7 Lo 4x 1l
Osmotreron fulvieallis, Hart, Nov. Zool, 1, 18054, p, 452 {Bunguran),

Dendvophassa fulvicollls, Oberh., Ball, U, 8 Nat Blus:, 15%, 1982,
o 30 (Bunguran).

Like T. f. fulvicollis of Sumatra® and the Malay Peninsula
but Targer,

Type.—Adult male, collected on Bunguran Island, North
Natuna Islands, on 11th September 1928 by F. N. Chasen.

Total length, 266 mm. ; tail, 86 mm.; wing, 163 mm.; tarsus,
20 mm.; Wil from gape; 21 mm,

Iris, red; lids, orange and yellow; bill, pale greenish grey:
cere and base of lower mandible, red: feet, red.

Specimens examined.—Three males and two females from
Bunguran,

Wings— 3, 1563 (type); 158, 165; 2, 151, 155 mm.

Femarks.—The difference in size between the Bunguran race |
and the typiecal form is not great but is sufficient to indicate a
slightly modified, insular subspecies as in the case of Treron
vernans. Males from the Malay Peninzula haove a wing-rangs I
of 142—151 mm. (the latter figure iz not common) ; Tenasserim, X
188-147 mim, ; Borneo (not including 7. f. baramensis) 141-144
mm.; Sumatra, 138-141 mm.; Bintang Island, Rhio Archipelago,
141-152 mnw.; Billiton, 151 mm, The three Natuna males are
very green on the abdomen, but one from the coast of Selangor
is similar,

L “The Birds of the Natuna Islands”™, Bull. U, 8. Nat.
1832, pp. 1-167.

2, “Sumatra®, restr. type loc., Rob. and K, Journ. Nat Hist. Soc.,
Binmn, V, 1921, p. 30.

Bus, 159,
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MNINE NEW RACES OF NATUNA BIRDS
Opilornis cheela natunensis subsp, nov., —F¢ = 129]= i2.2
Spilornis palliduy, Hark, Nov. ¥eel, I, 1884, p. 482 (Eunguran).
Spilorads paliicer subsp, HMert, Nov., Zool, I, 1853, P. 476
Runpuranj,
Spitornis elieole solvadovii, Swann, Syn. List Are, Znd ed., 1922,
p. 135 (Bunpuran).
Spilornia ehieela pallidus, Oberh., Bull, U. 8. Nat. 3us,
I 18 (Bunguran).

Like 8. ¢ pellidus of Savawak, but smaller and in fresh
plumage darker on the mantle and under parts: breast, ETeyer
and less brown. The dark bars on the thighs and under tail
coverts conspicucusly darker: pale band on the tail narrower.

Type—Adult female, collected on Bunguran Island, North
Natuna Islands, on 1st September 1928, by I. N. Chasen.

acy

Total length, 478 mm.; tail; 220 mm:; wing, 324 mm. ; tarsus,
78 mm.; bill from gape, 38 mm.

Ivis, and bere skin on head, yellow; bill, bluish grey; feet,
wellow.

Specimens examined.—Two females and one unsexed bird,
probably a male.

Wings—9, 824 (type); 813; ? 3, 307; tails, ¢, 220, 213;
T 5, 200 mm.

Remarfks~—1 have not seen salvadorii of Wias Island, Waest
Sumatra: it was orviginally said to be like polliidust, but smaller
but Swann (le.s.), adds that it is “much paler (especially on
wing coverds).)” I is impossible that birds from NWias and
Bunguran can belong to the same race. Natuna birds have a
wing-range of 205-324 mmJ2, and fide Swann, Nias birds are
about the same: Berlepsch gives 290-304 mm. for salvadorii,

Males of pallidus have the wing down to 321 and 825 mm.
in length which malkes them about the same size as females of
natunenais: females of pallidis run up to 350 mm. in wing-length.
The immature bird from the Anamba Islands, recorded as
Spilornis cheeln subsp.? does not belong to this form and is best
placed with the Malayan subspecies.

169, 1832,

Psitiacula longicauda defontainei subsp. nov, *° e =
Pulecornis longicawda, Fart, Nov, Zool, 1, 1894, p. 481 (Bunguran
and Sirhassen); IT, 1805, p. 474 (Bunguran and Pulsu Laut).

Paitbecula’ longicauds, Cberh., Bull U, 5 MNat, Alus, 1569, 1958,
o 25, Bunguran, Sirhassen, Subi),
L. Terlepsch, Nov, fool., II, 1885, p, 73.
L e f, Hartert, Les.
A Jeurn. Mal. Br. Roy. Asiat. Soc, VI, pt. 8; 1928; p. B4
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F, N. CHASBEN

Like P. longicouda of the Malay Peninsula but larger: red
on the head often slightly deeper in eolour in both soxes,

Type—Adult male, collected on Bunguran Island, North
Natuna Islands, on 29th August 1928, by . N, Clissen.

Total length, 378 mm. ; tail, 226 mm.; wing, 160 mm. ; tarsus,
15 mm.; bill from gape, 19 mm.

“Iris, double; inmer ring, greenish brown: outer ring,
vellowish white; upper mandible, rose-pink: lower mandible
brown; feet preenish prey.

Specimens  examined—Seventeen, from the islands of
Bunguran, Sirhassen and Subi. :

- Wings—Bunguran, g, 160 (type); 164, 166 (imm.);: o,
152, 149, 146 (imm.) ; Sirhassen and Subi, #,7157, 164, 164, 168,
160, 168,.165; ¢, 154, 156, 156 mm.

Eemarks—Topotypical males of F. L longicauda have the
wing measuring 150, 152, 152, 152, 150, 150, 147, 144,
143=143-152 mm. against 157-168 mm, in Naluna birds. The
wings of female longicaude measuve 141, 135, 145, 1348, 147,
149=135-149 mm, against 149-156 mm. in defontainel, A few
birds from Sumatra and some from Borneo all fall within the
wing-ranges given for longicaude above. Unzexed birds cannot
be used for comparison as some young males, in the plumage of
the female, have rather longer wings than females. ]

Birds from Bintang Island in the Rhio Archipelago, with
wings measuring 154-165 mm. in males and 152-156 mm. in
females, are best placed with the new race although they average
paler on the pink areas of the head than true defontainer.

Zanclostomus javanicus natunensis subsp, nov. =7 Tls

Honcloslomus  jovenfens, Hart, Nov, Zool, T, 1864, p, 481
{Hun;:urnng; IT, 1845, p. 475 {Bunguran); Oberh, Bull, 1. 8.
Nat, Mus., 159, 1932, p. 84 (Bunguran),.

Like Z. §. pallidus of the Malay Peninsula but the groy of
the under parts so strongly washed with vufous-buff that the
line of demarcation between the colour-zones on the under parts
ia obliterated: lores more extensively rufous as in typical
Jevenious of Java,

Type~Adull male, eollected on Bunguran Island, North
Natuna Islands, on 3rd September, 1928, by F. N. Chasen.

Total length, 428 mm. ; tail, 274 mm. ; wing, 140 mm. ; tarsus,
a3 mm.; bill from gape, 39 mm.

Iris, brown, lids, blue; bill, ved; feet, grey.

Specimens exdmined. —Seven from Bunguran,
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Wings—Bunguran, &, 140 (type) ;. 146, -, 1143,-149; 9,
147,140 mm.

Eemarks.—We now recognise three Malaysian races of this
cuckon. The typieal form has the rufous of the breast and the
grey of the abdomen fairly sharply defined. Z. 4. pallidus Rob.
and Kloss! has the grey of the under parts paler and washed with
buff, but the breast remaing well defined fram the grey area: the
lores ave less extensively rufous than in Z. j. jmvanicus. The
third form is that deseribed above. Of the seven specimens
before us the female is probably not separable from pallidus:
one of the males is also very near pallidus but the remaining
birds, all males, have the centre of the abdomen rufous-buff and
continuous with the eolour of the breast., Some of them show a
tendency for the rufous of the lores to be continued over the
anterior part of the supercilium.

Chalcoparia singalensis pallida subsp. nov. <~
Chaleoparin  singolensis, Hurt, Nev. Zool, 1, 18084, p. 475
{Hunguran).
Cheleoparie singelensis borneana, Oberh., Bull, U, 8. Nat, Mus,
158, 1932, p. 112 (Bunguran).

Nearvest to C. s singalensis of the Malay Peninsula but the
male with the rufous of the under parts less intense, less charply
defined, and not =0 extensive,

Type—Adult male, collected on Bunguran Island, North
Natuna Islands, on 28th August 1928, by F. N, Chasen.

Total length, 112 mm.; tail, 40 mn1.; wing, 53 mm.; tarsus,
17 mm.; bill from pape, 16 mm.

Irig, red; bill, hlack; feet, olive.

Speeimens examined.—Four from Bunguran.

Wings.— &, 53,'55, 55 mm.; &, 53 mm.

Charitociris maculata natunensis subsp, noy. = L okE Y -
Prionochilus  maculatus, Hart, Nov, Zeol, I, 1894, p. 474
(Bunguran}.

Charitocirls mmacufnte macwlata, Oberh., Bull. U, 8, Nat. Mus., 158,
1832, p, 118 (Bunguran).

Like C. m. maculatus of the Malay Peninsula but the under
parls brighter and yellower, and with the dark markings more
olive and lesa grey; throat more washed with vellow.

Pype—Adult male, collecled on Bunguran Island, North
WNatuna Islands, on 28th August 1928, by F. N. Chasen,

Total length, 94 mm,; tail, 24 mm.; wing, 51 mm. 5 tarsus,
18 mm.; bill from gape, 12 mm.

[ in J_aur:].__FTn_ci. Mal Btates Mus: X, 1‘3.121, p- 203 (Kedah Peak,
Malay Feninsula),

— B3R
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F. M. CHABEN

Iris, red; upper mandible, black; lower mandible, bluish
ereyv: feel, leadan,

Specimens exvamined,—Three males and one female from
Bunguran compared with about fifty skins of ‘€. m. wmuenlate
from the Malay Peninsuln.

Witigs— g, 51, 51, 52 mm.; ¢, 51 mm.

fomurks~—The female is only doubtfully separable from
an exceptionally bright female of €. m. meculata from the
Malay State of Perak, but this latter bird is unigue in the
Malayan series which containg specimens talen thronghout the
year.

Piprisoma agile bungurense subsp. nov.

Like P. a sordidum Tob, and Kloss, of the Malay Peninsula
but larger,

. Type.—Adult male, collected on Bunguran Island, North
Natuna Islands, South China Sea, on Tth September 1928 by
. N. Chasen.

Total length, 109 mm. ; tail, 32 mm. 3 wing, 63.5 mm, ; tarsus,
13 (c¢) mm.; bill from gape, 11 mm. ]

Irides, yellow; upper mandible, dark grey; lower mandible,
blue grey; feet, blackish hrown,

Specimens examined —One (the type). Compared with
three examples of P. a. sordidum from the Malay Peninsula and
Bintang Island in the Rhio Archipelago, and eleven examples
of P, a. everettt from Sarawal,

Remarks—The wings of the four known specimens of
sordidum measure 59, 60, 60 and B0 mm. and the wings of a
small series of everetts, b6, 57, 58, 59, 59 and 60 mm. The single
example of sordidum available for comparison (recorded in
Journ. Mal. Br. Roy. Asiat, Soc,, III, 1925, p. 102) differs from
the everctii series in being generally rather greyer and less
brown both above and below, but the two forms are very close.
The Natuna bird and two recent sking from Bintang Island are
alike and compared with sordidum are darker above and below
they differ from everetti (all old gkins) in having the upper
parts davker, and the lower parts grever and less brown and
more heavily streaked. It is probable that these eolour
diffevences depend, largely, on the age of the skin and fresh
skins of everetti are needed for comparison. _

Zosterops palpebrosa erwini subsp, nov. ©° & RE 4 -HE0 s

Neavest to Z. p. williamsont ob. and K1, of Siam and the
Malay Peninsula but the yellow parts rather paler, less brightly
golden and more greenish, The under parts faintly shaded with
grey, especially on the flanks, and never with cream or buff, Bill
usually larger than in willizmsoni.
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Type.—Adult female, collected on Pulan Panjang, South
Natuna Islands, South China Sea, on 9th August 1951 by P. M. de
Fontaine,

“Irides, hazel; hill, brown, blue at the basze of the lower
mandible; feet, sreonish blue

Specimens exumined.—Thirteen from the island of FPanjang
and the neighbouring islet of Kordu. _

. Wings.— g ,451,-62,.52,.52,,52, 63, 58, 53; ¢, 50, 50, 52,
58 mm. '

Remoyls—The females average slightly paler on the throat
than the males. The genus Zosferops has not hitherto been
recorded from the Natuna Islands. This new form is named in
honour of Dr. Erwin Stresemann.

Aethopyga siparaja natunge sihsp. nowv.
A c{.’ta}pygq sipurafe, Hart, Nov, Zool,, 1, 1884, p. 478 (Bunguran) ;
1, 1895, p, 40l (Bunpuran and Pulau Laut),

Aethopuga siparaje echropyrrha, Oberh., 1932, p. 117 (Bunguran

and Pulau Laut).

Like A. s. siparaje but the grey under parts paler.

Type.—Adult male collected on Sadanan Island, North
Natuna Islands, on 21at September, 1928 by F. N, Chasen.

Total length, 110; tail, 41; wing, 50; tarsus, 13: bill from
gape, 17 mm.

Specimens evamined.—Twelve males and two females from
Bunguran and Sedanau Islands,

“Ivis; bill and feet, dark brown.”

Wings—a , 51, 61, 52, 50, 50, 50, 49, 49, 51, §2, 52, 50 mm. ;
7, 46, 46 mm. T

Kemarks—The prey under parts of A. s, siparajo are very
variable bul the Natuna series of twelve beautiful adult males
is very different fram thal obtained in the Anamba Talands, the
Malay Peninsula and elsewhere. :

In typieal siparajn the dark grey under parts almost invari-
ably have an olive wash, although the extent of this varies
greatly : there is also a conspicucus darkening of the grey, often
as an irregular palch, next to the red breast,

In the Natuna series five specimens are very pale below,
with little if any alive wash and without the slightest indication
of a dark pateh. They are in faet just llke A, s cura on the
under parls and ean be picked out at once from a series of more
than fifty fully adult males of siparaje. In the remainder of
the Matuna series the black patch is much reduced, but one or
two birds are not separable from pale examples of siparaje. It
is interesting to note that there is no tendency to enlargement
of the bill in this form.

5297
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