MIGRATORY BIRDS FROM FULAU PISANG, WEST COAST 0F JOHORE

Notes on some Migratory Birds from Pulau Pisang,
West Coast of Johore

By I, . CHASEN

The routes followed by migrating birds in Malaysia are,
like all migratory phenomena in that subregion, very little under-
stood.  Cerfain broad principles can, however, be enunciated.
We know, for instance, that streams of migrants in the autumn
work their way to the south by two main routes, one along the
range of mountains running like a backbone down the IMalay
Peninsula and the other down the Straits of Malacca by way
of a number of conveniently spaced small islands. Largely with
the object of discovering more abont this latter line of migration
the Malavan Museums have, in the past, made several eollections
at appropriate times on islands in the Straits of Malacca and
working from north to south reports have been published on
material from the islandz of Langkawi, Terutau (and neigh-
bouring islets), and Paya, all off the west coast of Kedah!;
Penang*: Rumpia (one of the Sembilan Islandz) off the month
of the Perak River;® Jarak on almost the same latitude but
further out to sea;* the One Fathom Bank Lighthouse off the
coast of Belangor;® and the Avoa Islands a little further south
but nearer to the Sumatran than to the Malavanh egasts,

Among the migratory land-birds obtained on these islands
two outstanding assemblies can be separated.

The first group consists of species which shun the mountaing
but which are commonly met with in the lowlands of the Malay
Peninsula during the winter maonths : such are Aeeipiter virgatus
gularis, the forms of Fudynamis scolopacea, Pitta brachyure
eyanoptera, Terpsiphone paradisi dnced, T, o, ofrocandate, the
various forms of Lanius cristaius, and Dicrurus annectens.

L "“0On a collection of Bivds from Pulnu Langkavwi and other i:s‘lnmis
on the north-west coast of the BMalay Peninsula®™, H. C. Robinson, Journ.
¥, M. 5 Mus, VII, 1017, pp. 129-1141.

% Birda from Penang Hill, B\ N, Chasen and €, Boden Kioss, Journ,
Mal, Br. Roy. Asiat. See, VI, pt. 8, 1928, pp. 73-74.

4. A list of Birds collected on Pulan Fumpia, Sembilan Islands”,
H. €. Rebingon and C. Boden Kloss, Journ. F. M. 8. Mus, X, 1092
pp. 255-250,

4 “List of Birds colleeted on Pulau Jarak, Straits of Malacen",
H. C. B and C. B, K., tom. cit, pp. 2539280,

B "Dirds from the One Fathom Bank Lighthouse, Straits of Malacen®,
H. C. R oand C. 8. K., tom. eit, pp, 253-2356,

B "4 wvisit to the Aron Tslands with a List of the Birds found thers™
H. C. R, op. eil, 2, 1906, pp. 8-16.
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The second group includes species which gl_thm.sizh arfpes;ri;m:g
in numbers on the islands in the Straits of Malacea are Dt 16T
wise, in the Blalay Peninsuls, only found on 1:11':11.?@1“1 '1{111?
where, during the winter months, they are CU.”.m}E,I} .] l. 1121]h1 std.ﬂ
in the lowlands is so brief that they are very ‘1?‘.9 ¥ co 1e;1 ?
there. To this group belong Hemichelidon s. Sibl'."!L(}.ﬂHEi‘];}lﬂ 15 e
don ferruginea, Poliomyias magimalki, Geoeichla sibirica, Turdus
o. oheeurns and Larvivord ciyaned. _

Some of the migratory land-birds, pﬂrt,mula.r]y as mfér!::: be
expected those of the second group, are rare ol un:F ec}:n. ed 111%
the extreme south of the Malay Peninsula, i.e. i o meilgitf]
Singapore lsland with its smaller islets. _It: szzemsdl-__asunnl v} 2 19
suppose that the absence of ]13gh mountains m‘u' 1is :trfeaﬂ1 ;
an intimate bearing on the point, but H. G Ro insq:n l.‘I.II_J _1'.}?.
suegests that “evidence such as it is, points 1‘“.“?‘. _%}EJSSI 1_1115
that the Malaceca Strait migration cimm}e] for 'rfmc;. EEFE;;J] n%
from the north stops short at some point not d? 101 4o
Malacea, and that migrants arriving iil the 3?11111!1511 EE; Lsuu 3 (21-
that point, and in Singmmre,lreach their des»m?tmn:t Y anothe
route. But what thal route is, exactly, no one knows 4 -

The same author writes of Iife-michuh‘dm} Lf_m*mgmm:-— 111;
would appear to be one of the birds th:'LtIVlSllnLI'E b}rr]_*.?ay 1(125
Tenasserim and the Straits of Malacca, glﬂdu‘ﬂ ¥ WOIKitg 15
way =south, but not, apparently, reaching Johore and Singapore™.

; | ; i serning the migratory
1t was solely to get information concerning i _
stream ?;r!mt come collectors from the Raffles Museum w ere ggnﬂt
to Pulau Pisang to colleet birds from Ath—18th December, 19340.

Pulau Pisang is a small island in the Straits of M:}llaccg
about seven miles from the west coast of Johore: on the islan
theve is a lighthouse. _

The collection obtained consists almost entirely nf‘ common
species but Mr, de Fontaine fortunately got a number of mig-
rants which, from the very specialized local point of view men-
tioned above, are of much interest. .

The following hirds can be dismissed without further
mention: they are common, resident forma. _

Chaleophaps 1. indica, Demiegretta sacra, Hirundapus (.
gigantea, Micropus affinis subfurcatus, Hirundo jovenica {Lbjbluf.tz,
Museitrea cineren butaloides, Kittacineln tricolor malloperena,

Pyenonotus p. plimosus, Aplonis ponaljensis strigntus, Anthrep-

tes . mnlacensis, Leptocoma jugularis pectoralis and Dicaeunt
eruentatum ignifunt.

uBirds of the iIa]a}' Peninsula®, 1, 1927, p. =lil

1,
¢, tom. elt, p. 191
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Special note however may be made of Dicaoewm minullium
olivacewn and Caloenas . wicobaricn: the flower-pecker seems
to be uncommon in most parts of the Malay Peninsula and the
reported presence of the Nicobar pizeon on IMulau Pisang has
hitherto been unconfirmed.

The following species obtained on the islund also appear
to be resident in the southern half of the BMalay Peninsula
{although only Aleedo atihis bengalensis has actually been found
breaeding) bul there iz, in addition, either an autumnal influx or
an extensive local movement during the same season about which
nothing seems to be known.—

Trevon e. curvivostra, Myristicivera b. bicolor, Piilinopus
jambu, Rolline fosciate, Alcedo atthis bengalensis, Haleyon
pileata and Ceye e erithacus.

The remaining forms collected are not vel known to have
a resident population in the Malay States or Singapore.—

Accipifer vivgatus gulavis, Furystomus orientalis calonyz,
Merops superciliosus jovenicus, Hirundoapus gigpontea indica,
Eudynamis s scolopacea, Clumotor coromandus, Pitla brachyura
eyanoptera, Hirundo rusticn gutberalis, Hemichelidon g, sibiviea,
Poliomyics mugimali, Terpeiphone poradisi Gieel, Turdus o,
obseurus, Locustelln lanceolotus, Phylloscopus b, boreolis,

Some of the migratory forms mentioned above merit more
detailed notice.—

Ralling foscinta,—There are Lwo mavked movements of this
rail in the Malay Peninsula duving the year. It appears in
numbers on the small islands of the Malacea Straits and in the
wesk coast state of Kedah from October to December. In May
large numbers again appear on the shores of the east coast state
of Kelantan @ a specimen was also taken at the One Fathom Bank
Lirhthouse on 80th April and according to Mr. A, W. Hamilton
{in litt.) this “vernal” movement is alao well-known to the Kedah
Malavs “about June” The species oceurs, rarely, in Singapore
Island. One specimen was obtained on Pulau Pisang.

Aepipiler virgubus guloris—"Extraordinarily abundant along
the coasts and on the small izlands of the Straits of Malacca
from September to December and again in March and April”t,
Hobinson considered that this hawlk was vare zouth of Malacea
and in Singapore lsland but [ have before me ten specimens
from the latter locality all collected, easually, during Oetober—
December in the course of a few years. The Pulau Pisang col-
leetion contnins one specimen.

1. Robinson, tom. cit., p. 73
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Huleyon pileata.—Thiz bird is known to breed as far south
as Bangkolk in Siam but there is no evidence of its doing so in
the Malay Peninsula. Robinson says that it would appear to
perform migrations of limited extent but these may be more
cxtensive than he thought, I have a note of one boarding a ship
in position Lat. 82 10 N.; Long. 1082 50’ I on 8th Oct. (A, 3L
Hughes) the nearest land, except for Pulau Condore, being the
conat of Annam about 160 miles distance. It is also significant
that this kingfisher has no subspecies over its very wide range.
Only one examnle was obtained on Pulan Pisang.

Merops superciliosits javanicus—Our ignorance concerning
the migrations of this bee-gater seems to be complete. This is
the first time that the species has been taken on the Strails
of Malacca migration line but it is commonly found in the man-
grove forests of the west coast of the Malay Feninsula and the
specimens from Pulau Pisang may he stragglers from the main-
land in search of food. Four examples were collected.

Fudynamis 8. scolopocea—The koel again cannot be con-
sidered as belonging to the group of species not commaenly extend-
ing south of Malacca. Robinson refers to it as very rare in the
sputhern portion of the Malay Peninsula and in Singapore but
it is really not uncommon in the latter lecality. A good series
was obtained on Pulau Pisang.

Hewmichelidon s, sibiricn.—Four specimens were obtained.
This fiveatcher has hitherto not been recorded south of
Malacea but two specimens in the Raflles Museum were colleeted
by C. Boden Kloss in March 1905 at Pelepak in the lowlands of
soukh Johore.

Poliomytias mugimaki—Another species whose southern
limit in the Malay Peninsula has always been supposed to be
about the latitude of Malacea. One specimen was obtained.

Turdus o. obscurus.—This throsh must be extremely rare
in the south of the Malay Peninsula, It has been recorded from
Singapore but 1 have never seen a specimen from the island.
Ten specimens were obtained on Pulau Pisang but Mr. de
Fontaine states that many more could have been collected.

Loeunstella  lanceolafus.—Robinson considered that this
warbler was only doubtfully known from Singapore and writes
“7 am ab a loss to understand why this warbler has never
oceurred in eollections made in Malacea by Davison and others;
possibly the latitude of Kuala Lumpur is the most southerly in
the Peninsula”t, Only one example was secured on Pulau
Pisang.

L tom. cit, p. 249,
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To sum up, the main interest in the small eollection from
Pulau Pisang is that it can be interpreted to supgest that the
stream of migratory birds passing down the Straits of Malacea
in the last three months of the year reaches a point mueh further
south than was thought, extending in faect almost to the southern
extremity of the Malay Peninsula and well south of the latitude
of the Malayan mounlains.

This latter fact combined with the absence or great rarity
of most migratory land birds in Johore and Singapore raises
the question of the destination of some of the Pisang migrants.
They certainly do not spend the winter on the island, and unless
they, finding that they have overshot their mark, retrace their
flight to a hizher latitude in the Peninsula, the Sumatran moun-
tains must be their destination. The above is one interpreta-
tion but there is another, for the fact that there is a line of
“putumnal” migration south or south-west aecrcss the South
China Sea through the Anamba Islands must not be lost sight of :
this line is also used by Relline fascicta, Haleyon pileata, Hemi-
ehelidon g, gibiviea and Phyplloscopus boreolis among other spe-
cies. 1t.is known that in May migratory bivds appear in large
numbers on the coast of Kelantan bul T have, a= yet, no informa-
tion concerning an autumn or winter influx at that point although
it probably happens. That at least part of the Anamba stream
(part of it may go on to Borneo) arrives on the south-east coast
of the Malay Peninsula is almost certain. A consideration of
the loeal status of the several migratory forms of Lanius erista-
tus supports this view. The breeding grounds of L. e. super-
eiliosus and L. e. lucionensis lie to the east and south-east of
thasze of L. e. eristatus.  The first two mentioned forms are much
commoner in Singapore Island (and presumably in the extreme
south of the Peninsula) than they are further north where L. ¢,
erfstatus is the common subspecies”!. It is most significant that
Laniug o, eristatus which oceurs on the islands in the Straits of
Malacea, and is one of “the commonest of birds in the neigh-
hourhood of Kuala Lumpur” should he very rare in Singapore
and only doubtfully known from Sumatra, The theory that
Sumatra (or at least the southern half of the island) receives
its winter quota of L. ¢. lucionensiz and L. c. supercilivsus from
the Anamba stream, part of which at least, crosses the southern
extremity of the Malay Peninsula to reach the south-east coast
of Sumatra, is very attractive. The point I wish to make is
that Pulau Pisang lies on this line.

. Robinzon, tom. cit, p. 257, gives the range of L. e erfstatis in the
Malay Peninsuln as south to Malncen and states that he has not een it
from Johore or Singapore altheugh it is one of the commonest of hirds
in the neighbourhood of Kuala Lumpur! There is one specimen in the
Raffles Muzeum from Singapore,

Mus, 7, 1032, [7]






