Five New Malaysian Birds
Hy F. N. Cusses and C. Bopes Kuoss

Macropygla roficeps mealayana subsp. nov,

Wearest too M. . sumetranns Rob, and Kiossy: Lut the adglt
male with the wihite tips to the breast feathers very conspicuous as
in the Baoenean race, M. e nonn Stresemannd On the serles the
head darker, more chesinut and less buaffy, especially on the sides,
thein 1 sumalranns.

Typer—Adull male, collected on 26th February, oo8, at the
Sernancko Pass, Selangor-Pahang  Loundary, Federated Malay
States.  Altitude  Dbetweent 2,500—a,360  feet, Selangor  Mus.
Mo, 61 /ol (Native Call)) Wing 141 mm.

s B Jisurm, _Etn}its_ T _'.-cu].':tf Aslatic Sero, 8o, Wi, P 775 Gunong
U'slaman, Onphic districe, YWest Sumatea,
£ Nov, Eool, 20, rarz, o, g1, Bt Kinabalu, British Xorth Borneo
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FIVE NEAW S[ALAYSIAN BIRDS

Speeimens cxmmined ;(—Twelve males and eight females from
the Alalay States compared with seven males and two females from
West Sumatra Coosafrannsy; nine males and three females of nana
from the type focality (M. Kinabala in North Borneo); a good
serics of bath sexes of the wypical form from Java; and five assinilis
from WWestern Siam,

Remarks :—Althonsh recopmzing that the form of M, ruficeps
inhabiting the ¥alay Stales was not the same as the larger, less
pufous M. roogesinulis. Hume,' which iz not known from further
seirh than Raheng in West Stamd and the type focality in the hill
countey N, E. of II-'Im.1'JmE|1'|, it iz only the recent acquisition of an
exact tapotypical serics of the Nerth Bornean sub-species mam,
which the Malavan bird was thought to resemble, that has enabled
us to name the fatter.  We find that wase is quite distinet, and from
its sdult male the male of malnvore differs in having the upperparts
pf a brighter, more chocolate brown, especially an the lower back
and rump; the head darker, mere chestnue and less bufiy and the
underparts more deeply coloured, especially on the under tail-
COVErLS,

Malayan females also have the upperparts brighter and less
lilackish brown and the underparts more deeply QD[L‘F_UTEﬂ, bt the
colour of the head of females is the same in both races,

M. v omelayane is perhaps rather larger than song, as indeed
it shopld be: ten males have the wings measuring 140—140 mm.
and eight females 137—143 mm. against 136—7143 mum, and
t32—i138 mm. for nine males dand three females of wnmg.?

The subspeeies of M. enjficepy are fairly well defined thoongh
ane or two males of malavara are very near to sumadraues and on
the available material, which anly includes two from Sumatra, we
should not care to separate females of the two forms.  One male
af the Bornean form from Kinabalu is perhaps not separable from
males of aaliyana, Tt is not certain that the Sarawak hird is
strictly the same a2z narg but our material thenee iz not good.

The hirds recorded from French Laos as M. r. rificopse by
Delacour and Jabouille are probahly not the typical form deseribed
from Java which, on account of the absence of black spots on the
underparts of the adult male, needs no comparisen with other
Malavsian races.:

o Stray Feathers; 2, 1873, 10 441,

£ IVide Chasen and Kloss, Journ, Siam Sec., Nat, Hist, Suppl. 7,
1z, poo15h,

3 Slresemann ’.|._ &5 ) gives o sories of measurements bue dpes not
separate the sexes which i unfortunate as males seem & Hide larger than
females,

i Archives d' Fistaire Naturelle, 3, w2z, p, a7

8 But we have nnt zeen sititaliererests Pichmond from Simalur Tsland,
West Sumnatre, which may ke unspotted below,
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F..¥, CHASEX AND C, BODEX KLOSS

An appareat gap it the distribution of this species is note-
worthy: 110 specimen seems to have been recorded from between
Moulmein (sshnilis) and Province Wellesley (malavanal.

Fyrotrogon fasciabus impavidus subsp. nov.

Pyrotrogon hoesitmbe Chasen and Kloss, Bull. Rafiles Mus,
4, 103D, p. 28,

Pyrotrogon fosciutns kasunibe Kloss, Treubia, XII, 1030,
I+, 403

Like P, F. kaswsrhe (affles) of Sumatra but smaller.

Typer—Adult male; collected at Bettatan near Sandakan, British
Nortli Borneo.on 6th August, 1927, by C. Boden Kloss and F. N,
Chazen.

Total length 288; tail 164; wing 134; tarsus 13; bill [rom gape
27 mm.

“Tris dark: bare skin round the eve blue; bill blue; culmen and
tip black; feet plumbeous’,

Specimens examined :—Three males [incliding the type) and
four females from British North Borneo, two males and two females
from [ast Borneo.

Remarks —Vor some time past we have realised that the contin-
ental and Bornean races of this trogon were different. The wing-
range of a good series from the Malay Peninsula is 143—I51 mm.
{139 mm. once) hut Bornean birds run smaller, 132—140 mm. We
linve seen no examples from Sarawak.

Sumatran specimens are rare in collections but the few skins
examined indleate that they are no smaller than Malayan birds. A
male from Indropura (Jacobson cal[.g has & wing of raz mm.,
another male from the Lampongs (British Museum) measures
145 mm;, and a female from Langlkat (Van Heyst coll) 155 mm,,
giving 143—155 mm. for the wing-range of the typical race,

Penthoceryx sonnerati malayanus subsp, nov.

Smaller than the typical Tndian form which extends to Central
Tenasserim, but of much the same colour. Maore bright!}' colpured
than the Sumatran race F. 5. fasciofatus (5. Mill) which occurs
also in the extreme south of the Qalay Peninsula.

Type:—Adult (sex inc.) collected ar Kuala Lumpur, Selangor,
Tederated Malay States on 315t May 1910 by C Boden Kloss,
Wing 11t mm.

v Crculus fasciolaine S, BULL, Verh, Nat, Ges. Land-en Volkeok,,
1843, 175 Java and Sumatra Type locality restricted to Suwmatra by
Robinson and Kloss, Journ. Fed! blafay States Mes, VIIL, Part 2, tp23.

pp- 330, 350
[ 84] BuLL, RaFries

FIVE NEW MALAYSIAN BIRDS

Mr, stuart Baker has applied Cucnlus voenustns Jerdon, to this
hird (Bull. B, O, C, XXIX, lg1g, p. a6) but a reference to the
assngre o which the name was suggested (Madras Journal, XIIT,
Part 11, 1843, p. 143} shows that it was projiosed for the lird of
the West Coast of Peninsular India. A specimen from Malacea
mentioned at the same time was referred o prazata Horsf.

The name is a nomen nudum and was later made a synonym of
Cucitbus soeuncradil by Jerdon (Bieds of India, 1, 186z, p. 3250

Aegithina tiphia singapurensis subsp. nov.

Like 4. t. fiphin (Linn.) of Bengal but the upperparts of the
male in “breeding  plumage” usually much  blacker, therein
appreaching swulticoler ' Gm., of Ceylon.

Type:—Adult male collected on Pulan Ubin, an islet in the
Straits of Johare near Singapare an 26th Febroary, 1921, by P. ML
de Fentaine. Coll. Rafiles Museum. Wing 645 mumn,

feeparks —The type locality of 2. tiphia is Hengal where
breeding: males are usually patched in varying degree with black
on the upper parts,

As long ago as 1877 (Stray Feathers, V, p. 439, et seq.) Hume
pointed out in considerable detail that males with the entire nape
and back black, or refatively heavily marked with black above, be.
gome commoner as one proceeds south down the Malay Peninsula
until “at Singapore the majority, 1 believe, of the males when in
breeding plumage exhibit & considerable amount of black on the
upper surface, and some at any rate occur (how rarely or how
commmonly I cannot say) of the purely typical zevionica | = mnlti-
color] type™,

But the south Malayan race is not the same as that -inhabiting
Ceylon: paldticelor is even more constantly ,and completely black
above, it has less white in the wings and the green parts of the
plumage are rather darker.

The series before us shows that even as far south as Singapore
the black plumage is not invariably assumed and the bird we have
selected as a type has the mantle largely green.

It is difficult exactly to define the range of singapurensis but
it should be considered as extending from Singapore Island at least
as far north as Klang in Selangor from which locality we have secn
a bird with very black upperparts,

In good series of males from Benzal and French Indo-China
in the Hritish Musewm the large majority of specimens are uni-
formly green above: a few have odd black feathers on the crown
and mantle. In a serles fram Mt Victoria, Chin Hills, Western
Burma the males have black crowns and mottled mantles and there
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are also males with a fair amount of black on the upperparts from
Hangoon, Tavoy, Danglolk and (rem localities in the North of the
Malay Penmsula about Lato 8 No, but from this latter area many
mples are also entirely sreen.

Hume's series of males from Malacea (1. c P. 432) are typical
of singapureisis:—""All showing more black than in typical fiphia,
and none in quite-the full seylonica plumage’.

Adthough so ill-defined we consider that this race is worth
recognition. It and murlticolor ace instances of the interesting
feature of parallel development, or convergence of races which
ceeurs at the extremities of the Ceylon—Burma—DMalavan arc.

Pleruthius flaviseapls robinsoni sulisp, nowv.

Like . f. acralatus Tickell, as represented by specimens from
North Stam; but the male with the grey of the back and rump
darker and the sides of the abdomen more washed with pink:
throat bordering chin and chesks whitish: foreneck and breast
pale grey.  Size rather smaller.

Fype—Adalt male collected on Mt. Kinabalu, North Borneo,
7,200 feet, on 20th March, 1020, by F. N. Chasen,

Total length 155; tail 54; wing 75; tarsus 245 bill from gape
2 mm.

“Iris Dbluish-grey; maxilla black, tomia at base bluish-siate:
mandible Bluish slate; feet Aeshy ™.

Speemtens evamined *—Fight males and six females from Mt.
Einabaln.

fenarks —We have not seen exact topotvpes of aeraietius From
Tenassering, bt have compared the Bornean race with the most
northerly specimens available as birds from the Malay Peninsula
are not quite typical of aerpfotus but are ranging towards the
Sumatran cqmeraial,

This latter race is quite distinct.  The underparts of the male
are much washed with grev and the [emales are very darle bulf
belaw: cameraneci is also characterized by its small bill,

The pink colour of the posteriar flanks is probably fugacious
in some degree, but we (o not think that this accounts for the
marked difference in the specimens campared above.

Bornean birds have the wings measuring 73—78 mm. against
76—80 mm. i birds from the Malay Peninsula and Siam.

A note left by the late Mr. H, C. Robinson, indicating its
distinetness; drew our attention to this bird,
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