XOTES ON  S0ME MALAYSIAN ANAKES
Notes on Some Malaysian Snakes

By N. Saeprey, A, 4.

Tyohlops braminus ¢ Daud.).

An example token on Singapore Island on the 18th Tuly, 1930,
iz pravisionally referred o this species. [t differs from the deserip-
tion and other specimens in the collection of the Rafles Museumn in
having the nasals incompletely divided, the cleft just failing to reach
the rostral; the anterior nasal is in contaet with the first dnd seecand
labials inferiorly (the nasal cleft arises from the 2id lIabialy. The
wihtole head, not merely the enout, is white in spiril, as are the anus
and the tip of the tail. The colours in life were:—* Head pink;
body purplish brown'. Several species of Tuphtops are recorded
as having the head, anal region and tail whitsh: it is probalide that
all such records were muade from preserved specimens and that they
werk pink in fife. Total length, 239 num. The greatest lenpth
previously recarded for T braminis is 175 i,

Typhlops diard] nigroalbus 1D, & |3,

A specimen of this snake, from Kualy I ampir, Selangor, kept
in captivity in the Rafles Museqm, exhibits characteristics not unlike
those of Cvlindrophic rufus.  Like that species; it can depress the
Leely, and when touched will often raise the tail rather than the
fead it will frequently emerse from fts burrow tail first,

The head is pinkish-white, The posterior part of the body is
marked with very fine oblique streaks giving the appearance of
cracks in the skin. (Observed on a freshly-moulted speciten),
This specimen later escaped and was dead when found. Tt exhibited
curious post-mortem changes in colaration. The upper surface
was no longer the wsual iridescent blue-grey, but a dirty black.
The oblique markings were visible throucrhout the length as greyish
stripes continuous round the body. On the white ventral surface
they liad the appearance of pencil-markings. A similar pigmenta-
tien emphasised the sutures hrtween the seales of the head. Total
length, 420 mm. Previously recorded up to 360 mm.

Cylindrophis rufus (Taur.).

[ recently had the opportunity of EXZMININE 4 young specimen,
in the collection of Mr. A. St. Albau Smith, since despatched to the
Zoological Gardens in London, The crossbands on the dorsal
surface were bright vermilion in eolour.

MuUs. 5, o3 [49]
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Dryccalamus subannulatus (D, & Ih).

The Rafles Bluseum collection includes & spacimen, collected on
Siberut, Mentawi Islands, in 2y, which Dr. Smith appears in-
advertently to have omitted from lus list' He had labelled it
“Dryocalomus annularis’, 1t agrees in every way with the descrip-
tion and other specimens except in size; it has a tatal length of
szo mm., tail 127 mm. Doulenger (Fauna Malay Pen., Rept, and
Batr,, p. 135) gives these measurements as 2g3 mm. and 170° mm.
respeetively.  The snake was previously known from the Malay
Peninsula, Singaporé and Sumnatra,

Gongylosoma lonpicauda {Peters),

A specimen in the Raffles Muoseum from Lawas, Borneo, col-
leeted by Br. A Everett, exceeds the maximum length previous]
recordetd for the species. 1t has o total length of 480 mm., tail
tga e, It shows the five light lines anleriorly, agrecing with the
description given by de Roolj, and not threée only as in that of
Boulenger,d

The anterior sub-Inguals are shorter than the posterior,

Macrocalnmus Iateralis Gthir,

Mr. M. R, Henderson of the Botanic Gardens, Singapore,
recently obtained a specimen of this snake on Cameron's Highlands,
Federated Malay States. Tt had a tolal length of 38 mm., as
against a previously recorded maximum of 300 mm,

Pseudorabdion longiceps (Cantor),

Examination of fwenty specimens n the collection of the Raffles
Museum, with scale counts of all but two badly damaged specimens,
one [rom Singapore and one from Pulan Aor, shows that the sexual
variation noted by Sworder (Singapore Nat., I, Pt. 2, 1922, p, 63)
holds good for snakes from the Malay Peninsula, Singapore, the
Lhio Archipelago and Sumatra. The range of variation is greater
than hitherto recorded; my counts of Singapore specimens do not
agree exactly with Sworder's fizares.

Fentrols Sul-candals
Males e 130-—14t 25—31
Females e I43—I51 3—=3

The yellow collar and the yellowish spot above the angle of
the mouth vary with the individual without reference to sex.

boArnand Mag, Nat Hist, do), XVILL w026, peoy6.
= Ewvidently an misprint for “7o°',

& Hept, Indo-Aunstralian Arch, 11, 1400

i ‘Gar. Snakes, I1, p. 284 and Fauna Mal, Pen,, 1. 132
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Pseudoxenodon macreps (Blyth).

Mre. Henderson also abtained from Cameron’s IHighlands a
snake which appeared to me to belong to the genus Natrie, bul was
wnlike any species koown to me.  Dr. Maleolin Smith deétermined
it as Pseudovenodon macrops. A specimen taken in Peral many
yedars ago was referred to this species by Dr. Boulenger, bat on
later examination Dr. Smith decided that it was not that species,
but Notriv clirvserga. Mr. Henderson's specimen is therefore the
first of this species to be recorded from the Peninsula.

Nabrix petersi (Igr.)"

Previously known from Sumatra and Borneo only, this species
has recently bewn oltained in the Malay Peninsula by Mr. S, .
Ludgater at Tampin, Negri Sembilan.  Mr, Ludgater’s specimen 15
considerably larger than any vet recorded, the length of the head
and body beig 3% mm.; thie tail, which is mcomplete, measures
55 mm, Ventrals 140, suhcaudzll_s 26: it is a !"nn]re. The specimen
agrees well with de Rooij's deseription and with the type-specimen
from Borteo in the British Museum collection.  Thi only difference
is a slight one of coloration, where, die no doubt to age, the hlack
edging to the ventral scales has diszppeared except at the outsr
margins,

The position of Naefelv pefersi in my key to the menus (Bull.

Raffles Mus. No. 3, 1930, 1. 42), is after N tfanguligern.
The following is a description of the species:—

Maxillary te2th 30—32, the posterior ones gradually enlarged.
Eve moderate; rostral just visible from above; internasals truncate
anteriorly, nearly or quite as leng as the prefrontals: frontal once
and a third timzs as long as broad, as long as its distance from the
vostral or the end of the snout, shorter than the parietals: loreal
higher than long; one pre- and three or four postoculars; temporils
242 or 3; nine supralabials the fourth, ffth and sixth touching the
eye; five infralablals in contact with the anterior pair of sub
linguals, which arc shorter than the posterior pair.  Scales in
g rows, all more or less strongly keeled; ventrals 140—150; anal
divided; subeaudals G3—75,

Brown abave, with small black dots rezularly arranged dorsally;
& larger series of lateral black spots Detween which the scales are
red in life, head dark alive, vermiculated with black, lahials
vellowish, with black sutures; yellow belaw, the shields edged with
black or with the black confined to the outer margins.

Head and body 380; tail 120 mm,
Range, Sumatra; Berneo; the Malay Peninsula.

5

,*Communicated by Pr. Malealm A Smith. The specimen i3 in the
British Musewm,

M, 3, 1941 [5]
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Fatrix macuiaia {TEde=ll).
A gpecinien ot Natrix macidita collected in the Ruantai district

of Tabang by Mr. G. [ Pupvis, Govit. Veterizary Surceon, Raub.
has only 138 ventral chields and g3 sub-vaudals; tlie previous mini-

I COuRtE were 130 atd 93 respectively.

Calamarie gimielti Blgw.
Citamaria- gimletti, Boulengll, A, and dag. Nato Hist, 17 z¥,
1005, T 450 and Fauna Malay Pen., 1013, 1 2205 Swardes, Journ
Kialnvan B Koy, NsinL., Soe, VTL, 1900 B 5370 Smith,  Bull.
Rafies Mus,, 3, 1030 - z0 band gmedley, iopinotel

Calamaris jovanion, et Goalenger, Ann, and wag, Nat Hist, 18
V11, (841, o270l wall, Rec lad Mus, NNIL, gzt B 72
(Joharel.

M G, H, Sworder recently ppinted out to ne il correspon-
dence that the specimen ol Calwnarin gimletti which he recardad
from Fraser's Hill falls under ¢, javanica Blgr.: by the description
of that snake given by 3. Malcolm Smith in his recent work on
Peninswlar Reptiles. 1 thereupon looked into the question and
concligde as foliowst—

Boulenger, in his oripinal description of Calmnaria javanict,
savs '‘mental i contact with anterior chin shields™, This is con-
frmed in the Catalogue of Snakes and by de Fooij, who examined
the type’

Wall's specimen from Tohove has ihe Arst infralablals in contact,
thus separating the metital from the chin-shiclds.

According to the original descriptions, the posterior chin-
shields are geparated ip jazanica, Lt i contact in the case of
pimletti, and in the specimen which Wall recorded as jazanica.

In spite of the low ventral counts of Wall's and Syorder’s
specimens, they cannot therefore be C. juvanica, which should be

deleted from the Peninaular hst.

Dr. Smith has since examined both these specimens and agrees
that Sworder’s specimen should e regarded as gimletti, Wall's
specimen, which was in bad condition, he says s certainly not
javanica and appears to he pm'fnrrr.'.rrr!u.“ €. pevimentota has also
the first infralabials in contact with one anotlier, anil posterior chin-
shields in contact. It differs from gimietdi and javanica in the
presence of & preacular, which, according to Wall, ‘5 lacking in his
specimen. '

. Reptiles of the Tndo-Australing Arch, 1L, agis, eiagn.
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