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Fauna of the Native Garden @ HortPark

Fig. 2.13. Treron vernans vernans (Linnaeus, 1771). TL = 25 cm. Male on right. (Photograph by: Mark
Chua).

Scientific name: Treron vernans vernans (Linnaeus, 1771) (Fig. 2.13)

Common name: pink-necked green pigeon

Family name: Columbidae

Common family name: pigeon and dove family

Description: Medium-sized, leaf-green pigeons with bright pink legs. The adult males are
distinguished from the duller females and juveniles by the grey face, dull-pink nape and upper
breast, and the bright orange lower breast.

Diet: This subspecies eats only fruits (frugivorous), consuming mainly figs (Ficus species) and
other small-seeded species, such as sendudok (Melastoma malabathricum) and the Jamaican cherry
(Muntingia calabura). Unlike most frugivores, green pigeons grind up small seeds in their muscular
crops, so they do not act as seed-dispersal agents.

Behaviour: It usually moves around in large flocks of up to 30 birds, but is also found in smaller
groups. Birds congregate in fruiting trees and almost never come to the ground. Nesting occurs all
year round.

Habitat: It is found in many habitats, including secondary and primary forest, forest edge,
mangrove forest, parks, urban gardens, and plantations.

Natural distribution: It is widely distributed from south Myanmar and south Vietnam, through
Peninsular Malaysia, to Sumatra, Java, Borneo, Sulawesi, and the Philippines.

National conservation status: common resident breeder

References: Baptista et al. (1998); Jeyarajasingam & Pearson (1999); Wells (1999); Robson
(2005); Wang & Hails (2007)
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Fig. 2.14. Zosterops palpebrosus auriventer Hume, 1878. TL = 11 cm. (Photograph by: Mark Chua).

Scientific name: Zosterops palpebrosus auriventer Hume, 1878 (Fig. 2.14)

Common name: oriental white-eye

Family name: Traditionally, the genus Zosterops was included in the Zosteropidae (white-eye
family), but molecular evidence places the white-eyes among the Timaliidae (babblers).
Description: A small, yellow-green bird with a conspicuous white ring around each eye. The throat
and upper breast are yellow and the undersides are light grey. The tail is black. Males and females
are alike.

Diet: It visits flowering plants for insects, nectar, and small fruits, such as those of sendudok
(Melastoma malabathricum), mahang (Macaranga spp.), and silverback (Rhodamnia cinerea).
Behaviour: When not breeding, it is most often observed moving amongst foliage in small groups,
checking both sides of leaves for insects. Because of the greenish colouration, these groups are
usually detected first by their soft contact calls. Nest building is done by both members of a pair and
the compact nest is constructed between the terminal twigs of a branch.

Habitat: Its habitats include mangrove forest, coastal and sub-coastal scrub, open woodland,
plantations, secondary and primary forest, forest edge, gardens, and parks.

Natural distribution: This widespread subspecies ranges from eastern Afghanistan through India
to southwest China and most of Southeast Asia.

National conservation status: uncommon resident breeder. This subspecies disappeared from
Singapore in the 1970s and the current wild population may have re-established from cage birds.
References: Jeyarajasingam & Pearson (1999); Wells (1999); Robson (2005); Wang & Hails
(2007)
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DISCUSSION

In this survey, 13 bird taxa were encountered. Most of these are resilient taxa that are found in a
wide variety of habitats such as parks, suburban gardens, and even in the more built-up areas of
Singapore, showing their high tolerance for anthropogenic disturbances. Of the 13 taxa
encountered, three taxa were nectivorous, four taxa were predominantly frugivorous, and the
remaining six were predominantly insectivorous or carnivorous. Two subspecies of
kingfishers—the white-throated kingfisher (Halcyon smyrnensis fusca; Fig. 2.5) and the collared
kingfisher (Todiramphus chloris humii; Fig. 2.12)—have been observed in and around the Native
Garden @ HortPark eating lizards, such as geckos and skinks, rather than fish which are abundant
in the pond. This diet was confirmed when a regurgitated pellet from a kingfisher was found at the
gazebo area with a lizard’s jaw and remnants of its skeleton found within. All species encountered
at the plot are resident breeders in Singapore, except for the blue-tailed bee-eater
(Merops philippinus javanicus; Fig. 2.7) which is a common passage migrant and winter visitor.
The oriental white-eye (Zosterops palpebrosus auriventer; Fig. 2.14) is listed as an uncommon
resident breeder, but individuals encountered at the plot were all observed during the migratory
winter period and were believed to be from winter visiting populations. Besides foraging for various
food types at the plot, two species were observed breeding in the plot. The common tailorbird
(Orthotomus sutorius maculicollis) was found nesting in a hedge of sea lettuce (Scaevola taccada),
while a pair of pinked-necked pigeons (Treron vernans vernans) was observed nesting in the crown
of a bintangor gasing (Callophyllum pulcherrimum) tree. Other birds, especially the sunbirds, were
observed collecting pieces of bark as nesting material.

Nocturnal surveys were not conducted, but would possibly yield additional species such as nightjars
or owls. A heron-like species was also encountered at the plot along the stream area when it was
flushed from the undergrowth, but it flew away too quickly for its identity to be ascertained. The
Native Garden @ HortPark, despite its small size, has been successful in attracting native bird life.
The latest extension to the plot, the mangrove forest zone (Fig. 1.5), with the numerous shrubs of
teruntum merah (Lumnitzera littorea; Fig. 2.15), is expected to attract greater numbers of nectar-
feeding species such as the flowerpeckers and sunbirds.
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Fig. 2.15. Teruntum merah (Lumnitzera littorea) flowers in the mangrove forest zone of the Native
Garden @ HortPark. This shrub species attracts numerous flowerpeckers and sunbirds. (Photograph by:
Alvin Francis Lok Siew Loon).
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