





Text by:
Norman Lim T-Lon

Edited by:
Ng Bee Choo and Kelvin Lim

Trade Information from:
TRAFFIC Southeast Asia

Layout by:
Teresa Teo Guttensohn



Acknowledgements [02]

First published in 2010
by Nature’s Niche Pte Ltd and Raffles Museum of
Biodiversity Research, National University of Singapore

Copyright © 2010
Nature’s Niche Pte .td and National University of Singapore

The author and editors would like to thank the following
for their contributions to the production of this booklet:

Dr. Peter Ng
Mr. Chris Sheperd
Ms. Teresa Teo Guttensohn
Ms. Elizabeth John
Ms. Leanne Clark
Ms. Sabine Schoppe
Mr. Wang Guan-Bang
Mr. Weng Chia-Jun
Dr. A. Christy Williams
Mr. Morten Strange
Dr. Vilma D’Rozario
Mr. Paul Chan
Mr. Ashley Ng
Mr. Roger Dolorosa
Mr. Gary Chua

All photographs used are the copyright of the respective owners,
and may not be reproduced without permission.

Front and back cover photos
by Norman Lim T-Lon




Diversity and Natural History [03]

Pang()llnS are mammals that belong to the order Pholidota
and its sole family,
Manidae. These largely
nocturnal creatures

are mainly terrestrial

in habit, but they also
burrow and climb trees.

They are myrmecophagus,
feeding only on ants
and termites. They
have a conical head

with toothless jaws, a
long sticky tongue to
lick up ants and termites,
and feet armed with
powerful long claws

for digging and

Norman Eim T-Lon breaking up ant nests

or termite mounds.

The scales, unique to this group of mammals, are essentially compacted
hair. They are composed of keratin, and offer excellent protection not only
against predators, but also from the bites and stings of their prey insects.

When cornered with nowhere to escape, pangolins often curl up to

protect their non-scaly underparts and heads. The infant pangolin is
carried around by its mother, clinging to her back at the base of her tail.

Pangolins have existed for at least 45 million years.
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In present day, eight species are recognised, four are distributed in Africa,
and four are found in Asia. The four Asian species are:
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Chinese Pangolin (Manis pentadactyla) - Has a relatively short tail (50 — 70% of
head & body length), 16-19 scales along the edge of'its tail and a prominent ear flap that

is indistinct on other Asian species. It is the smallest of the Asian pangolins (up to 58 cm
in total length). Distribution: East Asia
in China south of the Yangtze River
(including Hainan), Taiwan, northern
India, northern Lao PDR, northern
Myanmar, Nepal, far northern Thailand
and northern Vietnam.

Indian Pangolin

(Manis crassicaudata)

- Has a longer tail (70 — 80% of head &
body length), and the largest scales among
the Asian species with 14-15 scales along
the edge ofits tail, and 11-13 scales over
its midbody (more than 15 scales in other
Asian species). Distribution: Indian
subcontinent from Pakistan, throughout
India, Sri Lanka, and possibly Bangladesh.







