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Tor ater (for its dark colour).
This is in sharp contrast tc more
lourful species like the Golden

and Chinese river carps.

1 the angling waorld, the Indian

mahseer (genus 7or) is renowned
as a fighter, Growing to 8 metre 1
length, many species of these large
river carps are found in Asia.

[ Malaysia, they are known as
Kelah and are popular with anglers
and fishing enthusiats,

Z

Recently, American ichthyologist
Tyson Roberts reported a large an
almost black species from Laos,

1 he appropriately named

=

1eir movements and use of
nsustainable fishing methods (like

with poison)

Ref: Roberts, T. R., 1999. Fishes of the
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Frogs galore

he wet forests of Southeast

Asia abound in frogs. The
discovery of new species is thus not
surprising. Just two years ago, Rob
Stuebing (Chicago Field Museum)
and Anna Wong (Sabah Museum)
described a new species of tree
frog, Philautus ervthrophthalmus
(appropriately named the “red-eyed
one”), from a 1500 m high
mountain in Sabah.

At about the same time, Australian
herpetologist Stephen Richards and
his Indonesian counterpart, Djoko
[skandar, reported on a new but
extremely small frog, measuring only
11.5 mm in length, from the
mountains of Indonesian Irian Jaya!
Naming it Orephryne minuta, the
species is known only from a 2000 m
high mountain thus far!

In 1999, renowned American
herpetologist Bob Inger discovered
that a odd-looking frog collected by
Swiss ichthyologist Maurice
Kottelat from an isolated waterfall
in Laos belonged to a new species
of with numerous special
adaptations (such as suction-tipped
fingers) for living in such a hostile
habitat! To get the torrent frog,

Kottelat had to inch along the
face of the waterfall with its
smooth boulders and thundering
water, risking life and limb.
Together. they named the newly
discovered species Amolops
cremnobatus, its specific epithet
meaning “frequenter of steep
places™!

The beautiful red-eyed tree frog,
Philautus erythrophthalmus
from Sabah.

The torrent frog Amolops
cremnobatus, a bizarre new
species from Laos

Refs: Inger, RF & M Kottelat, 1999. A new
species of ranid frog from Laos. Raffles
Bull. Zool., 46: 29-34. Richards, S & D
Iskandar, 2000. A new minute Orephryne
(Anura: Microhylidae) from the mountains
of Irian Jaya, Indonesia. Raffles Bull. Zool.,
48:257-262. Stuebing, RB & A Wong,
2000. A new species of frog, Philautus
ervthrophthalmus (Rhacophoridae) from
southwestern Sabah, Malaysia. Raffles Bull.
Zool., 48: 293-296.

The Irian pygmy toad,
Orephryne minuta,

New snapping
shrimps

hile walking along an

exposed rocky shoreline at
low tide, one can often hear
characteristic snapping sounds.
These are produced by snapping
shrimps (also known as pistol
shrimps) of the family Alpheidae
using a specially modified enlarged
claw. Snapping shrimps are one of
the most prominent groups of
crustaceans, and can be found in
numerous other habitats as well,
including coral reefs, mangroves
and even freshwaters.

Taxonomic studies of snapping
shrimps are notoriously difficult,

with very little separating many

6

cryptic or sibling species, resulting
in live coloration being relied on as
the only easy way to distinguish
species. An example of this is seen
in the recent description of two new
species, Alpheus tricolor and
Alpheus fasqueli, from Indonesia
and Sri Lanka, respectively, by
Arthur Anker (Paris Museum).
Both species are closely related,
with only very slight morphological
differences separating them.
However, their unique colours and
colour patterns sets them apart
from each other as well as from all
other known snapping shrimp.

Ref: Anker, A, 2001. Two new species

of snapping shrimps from the Indo-Pacific.
with remarks on colour patterns and sibling
species in Alpheidae (Crustacea: Caridea).

Raffles Bull. Zool., 49: 57-72.

Alpheus tricolor





