
The Newton International Fellowships Scheme 
 
Overview  
 
The Newton International Fel lowships Scheme is an initiative of the UK’s leading academies - 
the Br itish Academy, The Royal Academy of Engineering, and the Royal Society. The Scheme has 
been establ ished to select the very best early stage post-doctoral researchers f rom al l over the 
wor ld and enable them to work at UK research institutions for a per iod of two years. The Scheme 
covers researchers in al l discipl ines covered by the three academies – natural and social 
sciences, engineer ing and humanities. 
 
Objectives of the Newton International Fellowships Scheme 
 

• To ensure the UK engages with the best post-doctora l researchers, across al l discipl ines 
of natural and social sciences, engineer ing and the humanities, f rom around the world. 

• To provide an opportunity for post-doctoral researchers at an ear ly career stage from any 
country outside the UK to work at a UK research institution for up to two years. 

• To foster long-term relations between Newton Fellows and the UK research base through 
the establ ishment of an alumni programme for former Fel lows of this Scheme. The alumni 
programme wi l l include the provision of further funding for Newton Fel lows for up to 10 
years for fol low -on activ ities, to enable l inks with UK based researchers to be maintained 
and developed. This is expected to faci l itate, in the longer term, improved access to 
international centres of excel lence for UK -based researchers.  

 
Closing and result dates 
The closing date for the fi rst round of appl ications wi l l be 4 August 2008.  Results are 
normal ly avai lable 3 months after the closing date.  
 
Duration and Level of Funding 
Fel lowships are tenable for a per iod of two years.  Funding wi l l consist of £24,000 per annum 
for subsistence costs, and £8,000 per annum research expenses, as wel l as a one-off payment 
of £2,000 for relocation expenses.  
 
Alumni funding for Newton Fellows 
Every Newton Fel low is el igible to receive annual ly up to £6,000 for up to ten years fol lowing 
the tenure of thei r Fel lowship to support networking activ ities with UK -based researchers. 
 
Contribution to Overheads 
Newton International Fel lowships wi l l not be costed on the basis of ful l economic costing (FEC). 
Instead, awards wi l l include a contr ibution to the overheads incur red, at a rate of 50% of the 
total award to the visit ing researcher. (For example:  award is £34,000 in the fi rst year 
(£24,000 + £8,000 + £2,000), contr ibution to overheads is £17,000; total value award for 
fi rst year is £51,000.) 
 
Contact Information 
Any enqui res about this Scheme can be made using the contact detai ls below.  Before contacting 
us please check whether your question is answered by these scheme notes or the ‘Questions’ 
page on the website: 
 
Newton International Fel lowships 
6 -9 Car lton House Ter race 
London SW1Y 5AG 
Tel +44 (0)20 7451 2555 
Fax +44 (0)20 7451 2543 
Emai l info@newtonfel lowships.org 
Web http://www.newtonfel lowships.org   



Eligibility and assessment criteria 
 
Applicant 

• Appl icants should have completed a PhD and have up to six years’ postdoctoral exper ience, 
or equivalent exper ience at a comparable level.  

• Appl icants in the final stages of thei r PhD wi l l be accepted, provided that the PhD wi l l be 
completed before the start date of the Fel lowship.  Confi rmation of award of the PhD wi l l 
be requi red before any Fel lowship award is confi rmed. 

• Appl icants should be work ing outside the UK and should not hold UK citizenship at the time 
of appl ication. Researchers al ready based in the UK are not el igible to apply. 

• Contact between the Sponsor and Appl icant pr ior to the appl ication is essentia l. This 
contact should lead to a clear ly defined and mutual ly -beneficia l research pro ject proposal. 
P lease note that the three implementing academies wi l l not be able to assist in locating a 
UK Sponsor. 

• Appl icants must be competent in oral and wr itten Engl ish.  The UK Sponsor must confi rm 
thei r competency on the appl ication form. 

 
UK Sponsor and host organisation 

• The UK Sponsor must hold a permanent or f ixed term contract in a publ icly -funded 
research organisation.  In the case of fixed term contracts, employment must continue for 
at least the duration of the project. 

• The UK Sponsor must be an establ ished researcher of post-doctoral (or equivalent) status 
and must make al l the necessary practical and admin istrative ar rangements for duration 
of the Fel lowship. 

• Researchers work ing in governmental research institutes are not excluded from acting as 
sponsors but they must explain in thei r appl ication why thei r institute is not funding the 
Fel lowship. 

• Appl ications cannot be accepted from pr ivate or commercia l organisations. 
 

Discipline remit 
• The Scheme is open to appl ications from al l subject areas of the natural sciences, 

engineer ing, social sciences and humanities covered by the three academies.  
 
References 

• Four reference statements are requi red for this appl ication:  (i ) a statement of support 
f rom the head of department at the Appl icant’s home institution; ( i i ) a statement of 
support from the head of department at the UK organisation; ( i i i ) statements from two 
nominated experts who can provide unbiased comment on the field of research, and on the 
Appl icant and/or the UK Sponsor.  At least one of the nominated experts must be a UK 
researcher.  Please see Nominated Referees section of the appl ication process for further 
information.  

• All references must be completed no later than 5 work ing days after the deadl ine. Any 
appl ication with insufficient references wi l l be rejected. 

 
Timing 
Fel lowships must start before 31 March 2009.  
 
Assessment criteria 
The pr imary considerations are l isted below. Successful appl ications should be strong in al l 
respects: 

• The academic research background of the Appl icant 
• The qual ity of the proposed research pro ject 
• The expected benefits for the career development of the Appl icant  
• The track record of the UK Sponsor and host organisation in the area of proposed 

research 
• The suitabi l ity of the UK Sponsor and host organisation for the Appl icant’s research 

pro ject 
• The additional benefits for the UK Sponsor and host organisation. 



How to complete the Fellowship application process 
 
Using e-GAP2  
Appl ications can only be submitted onl ine using the electronic Grant Appl ication and Processing 
(e -GAP2) system: https://newtonfellowships.org (or di rectly via https://e-
gap.royalsociety.org). If you have not previously used e-GAP2, please fol low the registration 
process from the e-GAP2 homepage. 
 
Before completing the onl ine form, al l Appl icants should check that they comply with the 
el igibi l ity requi rements and ensure al l necessary information is presented in the appl ication. 
These requi rements are str ictly adhered to and appl ications without al l necessary information, 
or evidence to show the assessment cr iter ia are met, wi l l be re jected. 
 
All applications must be submitted to the UK host organisation for approval before they are 
accepted as complete.  Please allow them at least 5 working days to authorise and submit your 
application on e-GAP2. Applications not approved before the deadline will be deleted after the 
closing date.  Late applications will not be accepted. 
 
P lease note the fol lowing: 
• Save information entered as you proceed: you may be automatical ly logged out after a long 

per iod of inactiv ity and any unsaved information wi l l be lost. 
• Use al l the space avai lable in any text box and the text wi l l wrap automatical ly: do not 

overuse the ‘return’ key; there is maximum number of l ines avai lable as wel l as a character 
l im it. 

• The character count includes spaces between words, symbols and punctuation.  Text may be 
cut short if it is over the l im it; please check al l information has been saved cor rectly. 

• You are advised to pr int your appl ication and check that no information is omitted before 
submitting for UK host organisational approval: once submitted you wi l l not be able to edit 
your appl ication without asking the UK host organisation to return it to you. 

 
The application process 
The ‘Funding schemes’ section of your e -GAP2 account wi l l show al l rounds cur rently open for 
appl ication and any appl ications you have made. To make an appl ication cl ick on ‘Apply now’ in 
the requi red round: the scheme name descr iption and round deadl ine are displayed here. 
 
The appl ication can be completed by using the navigation tabs on the e-GAP2 screen. It is divided 
into several sections: 
 

Application Summary  
Applicant Personal Details 
Applicant Career Summary 
Co-Applicant Personal Details (UK Sponsor) 
Co-Applicant Career Summary (UK Sponsor) 
Organisations  
Proposal 
Financial Details 
Nominated Referees 
HoD Statement 
Equal Opportunities  
 

A ful l l ist of the requi red fields can be found in Appendix 1. 
 
Application Summary  
Once you have started your appl ication this wi l l show the status i.e. draft incomplete / 
submitted (to UK host organisation) /approved (author ised by UK host organisation and 
submitted for consideration).  
 
• It also shows the status of al l sections of the appl ication; ‘complete’ is indicated by a green 

tick and ‘not completed’ by a red tick box. 
• Information on the deadl ine for this round can also be found on this page. 



Applicant Personal Details (to be filled in by candidate) 
The Appl icant should provide the necessary personal detai ls: 
 

Title 
F i rst name 
Surname (fami ly name) 
Address 
Country of residence 
National ity 
Emai l 
Telephone number 
Fax number  

 
Applicant Career Summary 
This section requi res detai ls on your academic posit ion, institution, department and start date of 
present employment. It also requi res information regarding your f ield of special isation, l ist of 
publ ications and statement of qual if ications and career history including the date of your PhD 
and your present research.  
 

Statement of qual if ications and career (Please list posts and dates in reverse chronological order, 
including awards and prizes. Please also include qualifications and dates obtained. The depth of information you 
provide is up to you, but this will represent you under assessment and so it is worth including as much good 
evidence for your academic merit as possible.) 
F ie ld of special isation (max 200 characters) 
List of publ ications (800 characters - Please provide details of authors, titles and references of up to five of 
your recent publications in refereed journals, in reverse chronological order. You should choose not only the 
best but also those most relevant to the application to support your case.)   
Subject Group (choose from drop down menu) 
Subject (choose from drop down menu) 
Date PhD received (or expected if not yet received) 
P resent research (1,500 characters; an outline summary) 
P resent Position plus start date  
P resent Department 
P revious Support (Please provide information on any awards received during the last two years.) 

 
Co-Applicant Personal Details (to be completed by UK Sponsor)  
 
Please note that in order for your UK Sponsor to have access to the application form, they must 
also have an e-GAP2 user account and you must share the application with them. To do this, on 
the ‘Co-Applicant Personal Details’ tab click ‘Add Co-Applicant’, enter their email address and 
then click ‘Next’. You must confirm their details and then click ‘Next’. You must then tick the 
sections of the application that your UK Sponsor needs to view or edit. It is essential for them to 
have access to the ‘Co-Applicant Personal Details’ and ‘Co-Applicant Career Summary’ sections, as 
well as the ‘Proposal’ section. It is up to you whether to allow them access to other sections.  
 
The UK Sponsor should provide the necessary personal detai ls: 
 

Title 
F i rst name 
Ful l name 
Address 
Country of residence 
National ity 
Emai l 
Telephone number 
Fax number  



Co-Applicant Career Summary (to be completed by UK Sponsor) 
This section requi res detai ls of your academic position, institution, department and start date of 
present employment. It also requi res the information regarding your f ield of special isation, l ist 
of publ ications and statement of qual if ications and career history including the date of your PhD 
and your present research 
 

Statement of qual if ications and career (please list positions held over previous 5 years – in reverse 
chronological order) 
F ie ld of special isation (max 200 characters) 
List of publ ications (1000 characters - Please provide details of authors, titles and reference of up to five of 
your recent publications in refereed journals, in reverse chronological order. You should choose not only the 
best but also those most relevant to the application to support your case.)   
Subject Group (choose from drop down menu) 
Subject (choose from drop down menu) 
P resent research (1,500 characters; an outline summary) 
P resent employment plus start date  
P resent Department 
P revious Support (Please provide information on any awards received during the last two years.) 

 
UK organisation details 
This section al lows you to choose the UK host organisation from the l ist of el igible institutes; 
you must select the organisation which wi l l be hosting the Fel lowship. 
• If your host organisation is not l isted please contact us for assistance; it can take a few days 

to set up a new institution so act quickly if the deadl ine is approaching. Please check the 
el igibi l ity requi rements to ensure your institution is el igible. 

• When you submit your appl ication, the UK host organisational approver wi l l be emai led to 
notify them your appl ication is awaiting thei r author isation; we strongly advise that you 
contact them before submitting if:  

o you are apply ing less than 5 days before the deadl ine 
o your appl ication has not yet been approved within 5 days of the deadl ine  

• It is the Appl icant’s responsibi l ity to ensure the appl ication is approved before the deadl ine.  
 
Proposal  

 This section requi res the detai ls of the proposed research. 
 

• P lease give the tit le of the proposed research and a general descr iption of the work to be 
car r ied out. This should include, but is not l imited to, the fol lowing:  

• clear speci fication o f the context and research objectives of the proposed study 
• description of the methodology to be used 
• a realistic research programme, describing the activities that will take place, and explaining how 

they will contribute to the achievement o f the research objectives 
• P lease provide detai ls of any previous contact with your UK Sponsor and indicate whether 

you have met them personal ly.  
• The ‘Objectives and benefits’ f ie lds should be used to descr ibe clear ly the planned outcomes 

and any potentia l benefits that wi l l result f rom the Fel lowship for you, your UK Sponsor and 
to the two countr ies in general.  

• P lease choose the term that best descr ibes your knowledge of Engl ish ( reading, wr it ing, 
speaking): bi l ingual/fluent/good/moderate/basic.    

• If you wi l l be accompanied by a partner or dependent(s) please give br ief detai ls ( if not, 
please enter N/A). Please note that the Fel lowships are not intended to cover the costs of 
partners or dependents, and such costs are your own responsibi l ity.   

• Potential appl ications that you have submitted for other fel lowships 
• Support (cur rent superv isor) Your cur rent superv isor must upload a statement of support 

for your proposed Fel lowship. This must be on institutional headed paper and be signed, 
electronical ly if necessary.  

• Support (UK Sponsor) Your UK supervisor must upload a statement of support for your 
proposed Fel lowship. This must be on institutional headed paper and be signed, electronical ly 
if necessary.  



Nominated Referees 
Statements from two nominated referees are required; please provide detai ls of the nature of the 
professional re lationship between the referees and Appl icant. 
The guidel ines for choosing a nominated referee are as fol lows:  
 

• The pr imary consideration is that he/she is able to comment independently and 
author itatively on your appl ication.  

• At least one nominated referee must be based in the UK. 
• It is requested that one referee be nominated by the Appl icant and one by the UK Sponsor. 
• Nominated referees from the same institution as the Appl icant or UK Sponsor wi l l not be 

accepted. The referee must not be a member on the assessment panel for this Scheme or a 
member of any of the academies’ Counci ls. 

 
HoD Statements (Heads of Department) 
Statements wi l l be requested from the heads of department at the UK organisation and the 
Appl icant’s institution. If the Appl icant or the UK Sponsor is the head of department they must 
find another suitable referee within thei r institution to complete the head of department 
statement e.g. Deputy Head or Head of School. 
 
The Appl icant should confi rm with al l referees, including HoDs, that they are wi l l ing, and 
avai lable, to give an onl ine reference as descr ibed in the referee’s Guidance (Appendix 2 of this 
document) before submitting the appl ication. If, after submission, any of your referees wi l l not 
be able to complete thei r reference, please contact us with detai ls of an alternative. 
• P lease pay particula r attention to ensure you give the correct email address of any referee in 

the appl ication. On submission of the appl ication al l referees wi l l automatical ly be contacted 
by emai l to request the reference via the e-GAP system. 

• No provision is made for non- receipt of these emai ls; please check the referee has been 
contacted and received thei r log- in detai ls.  

It is the Applicant’s responsibility to ensure that referees’ statements are submitted in time. 
 
P lease provide referees with a copy of the referee’s Guidance (Appendix 2) 
All references should be submitted no later than five working days after the deadline.  
Incomplete references will mean that an application is deemed to be ineligible.  
 
Financial details 
The Newton International Fel lowship Award wi l l cover subsistence, relocation, and research 
expenses at fixed levels quoted in these notes. We wi l l also make a contr ibution to the overheads 
incur red by the pro ject; this wi l l be equal to 50% of the total award and wi l l be worked out 
automatical ly.  
 
Payments to International Fel lowship holders are classif ied as subsistence payments and do not 
constitute a sala ry. Al l payments wi l l be made in quarter ly instalments di rectly to the UK host 
organisation. 
 
• Start date – P lease provide the estimated start date of the Fel lowship. This must be before 31 

March 2009. 
• Duration of award – This is expected to be two years. 
 
• P lease provide detai ls of the funding requi red for each year of the Fel lowship under the 

relevant headings. Newton Fel lowships are tenable for two years. 
• Subsistence - The annual subsistence rate is f ixed at £24,000, adjusted to inflation in the 

second year of the Fel lowship. If you enter an incor rect amount this wi l l be changed upon 
receipt of your appl ication. 

• Research costs - Newton Fel lows are entitled to £8,000 per annum which can be spent on: 
equipment, consumables or travel within the UK or international ly. P lease enter the amount 
requi red in the relevant boxes ensur ing the total is not la rger than £8,000 per year.  

• Relocation Expenses - Newton Fel lows are entitled to £2,000 relocation expenses for the 
duration of the Fel lowship. P lease enter £2,000 under year 1, in ‘Travel International ’. 

• The Subtotals and Total wi l l be calculated automatical ly. 
• The Award includes a fixed contr ibution towards the overheads incur red by the pro ject. This 

wi l l be exactly 50% of the total award for the Fel low.  
• The overal l total of funding requested wi l l be calculated automatical ly.  



 Ethical policy 
• Appl icants are expected to ensure that any ethical issues ar is ing from thei r research 

pro jects wi l l be covered by the relevant professional Code of Conduct. Where this does not 
apply, Appl icants are expected to ensure that ethical approval is obtained from the host 
organisation. 

• For research pro jects involv ing the use of animals for exper imentation, Appl icants must 
comply with the ‘Statement of the Royal Society’s position on the use of animals in research’.  
The Statement can be found at http://royalsociety.org/document.asp?tip=0&id=5223 

 
Equal opportunities  
The Br itish Academy, The Royal Academy of Engineering, and the Royal Society are committed to 
an equal opportunities pol icy in the provision of grants and awards.  Please help us to ensure 
the effectiveness of this pol icy by providing the information requested.  The information wi l l be 
kept separately f rom the rest of your appl ication and wi l l not be seen by those involved in 
making decisions.  The information provided forms a confidential statistical record/database in 
accordance with the Data Protection Act and it wi l l  not be used for any purpose other than 
analysis of the Society’s Equal Opportunities Pol icy.  Your assistance in this matter would be 
much appreciated, but you can tick ‘opt out’ if you do not wish to input this information. 
 
Other sections/buttons 
• Information – you can download the scheme notes, conditions of award or other supporting 

documents here. 
• Submit for approval – once al l sections have been completed this button wi l l become active, 

please check through your appl ication careful ly before submitting. 
• Offers – this wi l l only become active if your appl i cation is successful and you have been 

offered an award. 
• Share appl ication – you can use this button to al low others to view your appl ication through 

thei r e -GAP accounts: provide the emai l address they use as thei r log- in, or choose to share 
it with the Newton office if you need advice dur ing the appl ication process. 

• Delete/recover appl ication – if you do not want to apply you can use this to delete your 
appl ication, once deleted you can recover your appl ication for up to 7 days after the time of 
deletion. 

 
Hints and tips 
The Scheme is competitive and as such it is important to make the best case for your 
appl ication. You should: 
• Include al l re levant information and supporting arguments in the appl ication; the appl ication 

stands alone and there is no opportunity for reconsideration on further evidence after 
assessments have been made. 

• Pay close attention to the assessment cr iter ia to ensure you are providing the necessary 
information to show how your appl ication meets these. 

• P resent your appl ication clear ly; evidence of good planning, financial responsibi l ity and 
measurable outcomes can be as important as excellent research.  



Appendix 1 
 
Full application data:   
 
Character l im its are given in brackets and include spaces.  

APPLICANT PERSONAL DETAILS 
Title 
Fi rst Name 
Surname 
Address 
Country  
National ity  
Emai l 
Telephone 
Fax 
 
APPLICANT CAREER DETAILS 
Statement of qual if ications and career  
F ie ld of special isation (max 200 characters) 
List of publ ications (800 characters) 
Subject Group  
Subject  
P resent research (1500 characters) 
Date PhD received 
P resent Position plus start date  
P resent Department 
P revious Support 

 
CO-APPLICANT PERSONAL DETAILS  
Title 
F i rst Name 
Surname 
Address 
Country  
National ity  
Emai l 
Telephone 
Fax 
 
CO-APPLICANT CAREER DETAILS 
Statement of qual if ications and career  
F ie ld of special isation (200 characters) 
List of publ ications (1000 characters) 
Subject Group  
Subject  
P resent research (1500 characters) 
Date PhD received 
P resent Position plus start date  
P resent Department 
P revious Support 
 

PROPOSED FELLOWSHIP 
Subject group 
Subject 
Title of proposed research (100 characters) 
Research Aims - General purpose (8,000 
characters) Start date/end date/duration 
P revious contact (500 characters)  
Benefits of research to indiv iduals and 
institutions (1000 characters) 
Benefits to the UK (1000 characters) 
Benefits to overseas country (1000 characters) 
Language detai ls 
Potential Appl ications 
Support (Cur rent supervisor) 
Support (UK Sponsor) 
 
REFERENCES  
Nominated Referee 1 
Nominated Referee 2 
 
HoD Statements 
UK Head of department 
Overseas Head of department 
 
P lease supply Name Position and emai l 
address – referees wi l l be contacted 
automatical ly via e-GAP2  
 
We recommend that you provide referees 
with a copy of your application and of the 
attached guidance for referees. 
 
 
FINANCIAL DETAILS 
Subsistence  
Equipment 
Consumables 
Travel UK 
Travel International – including relocation 
cost Yr 1 
Indi rect Costs – 50% of the above 
Start date 
Duration of Fel lowship 
Justif ication of requested costs - optional 



Appendix 2 
 
Guidance for Referees on e-GAP2 
 
If you have been nominated as a referee by an Applicant for a Newton International Fel lowship, 
this reference should be provided electronical ly via e -GAP (electronic Grant Appl ication and 
P rocessing): https://newtonfellowships.org (or directly via https://e-gap.royalsociety.org). 
 
Once the Appl icant has submitted thei r appl ication you wi l l be contacted by the system 
requesting your reference. References can be submitted before and up to 5 work ing days after 
the deadl ine. If you wi l l not be avai lable to complete the reference in this time please inform the 
Appl icant and/or the office. 
 
Obtaining your log in details 
If you have used e-GAP2 before you wi l l be asked to log- in using your password previously 
suppl ied. If you do not remember this you can receive a reminder f rom the log- in page or by 
contacting e-gap@royalsociety.org. 
 
If you have not used e-GAP2 before you wi l l be sent an emai l containing your log- in detai ls to 
access e-GAP2. NB these can also be used in future for any other tasks and are not just relevant 
to this reference. 
 
P lease note: The emai l address is the unique identifie r on e-GAP2, so it is important that you 
always use the exact same emai l address that the Appl icant has provided when logging on to e-
GAP2.  If you are al ready registered on e-GAP/ e -GAP2 please advise the Appl icant to use the 
appropr iate emai l address. 
 
Viewing the application and the referee form 
When you have the necessary login detai ls you should go to e-GAP2, login, and go to: 

• TASKS 
• Reference List 
• Cl ick on ‘View’ next to the name of the Appl icant in the l ist. 

You wi l l have the option to view the appl ication onl ine.  Please fi l l in al l of the sections on the 
form, save this information and then submit it to the office, ensur ing that you then get 
acknowledgement of this on the screen. 
 
Information required 
You wi l l be asked specif ic questions related to the appl ication so please log-on and look at the 
appl ication and the reference form before formulating your response. You may be asked about 
the Fel lowship Appl icant and/or the UK Sponsor. You wi l l not be expected to know either or both 
personal ly.  
 
NB There wi l l be a size l im it imposed on the reference, please check your statement is within 
the l imit. 
 
Using e-GAP2 
P lease note the fol lowing: 
• Save information entered as you proceed: you may be automatical ly logged out after a long 

per iod of inactiv ity and any unsaved information wi l l be lost. 
• All text boxes have maximum character l im its which include spaces between words, symbols 

and punctuation: text wi l l not save if it is over the l im it. Please check al l information has 
been saved cor rectly before logging out. 

 
Contacting us: 
If you do not receive your password or you encounter any other problems with accessing the 
referee form please contact us using the detai ls below. It is helpful if you can provide the name 



Appendix 2 
of the Fel lowship Appl icant or the UK Sponsor, or either of thei r emai l addresses. At least one of 
these wi l l be given in the reference request emai l. 
 
Email: info@newtonfellowships.org  
Tel: +44 (0)20 7451 2555 
Fax: +44 (0)20 7451 2543 


