
THE smAITS TIMES SATURDAY, JULY 14, 2012 

This picture-perfect woodland scene at Buklt Brown may not be around for long if the area is overwhelmed by development. The Government recently announced that 
39 more new development sites, comprising residential, commercial, ~otel and mixed use, will be released for sale. PHOTO: HO HUA CHEW 

Wildlife ,in 
woodlands 
THERE is rising concern over some stretches of 
woodlands around Singapore threatened by devel
opment. Such areas will likely be overwhelmed or 
curtailed in size, given the Government 's recent an
nouncement that 39 more new development sites, 
comprising residential, commercial, hotel and 
mixed use , will be released for sale. 

Most of these mature woodlands have rich and 
interesting wildlife. Here are some examples: 

The woodlands at 
Simpang/Khatib Bongsu 
PARTLY cleared for housing development under 
the Simpang Development Guide Plan (1993). The 
Nature Society has submitted to the Urban Redevel
opment Authority (URA) a · conservation proposal 
for the area in 1993 and has recorded 185 bird spe
cies (2009) - resident as well as migratory. Three 
species of eagles nest or breed in the area: the 
White-bellied Sea Eagle, the Changeable Hawk Ea
gle and the Grey-headed Fish Eagle. The latter two 
are endangered. The endangered snake, the Banded 
Krait , is also recorded in the area. 

Dairy Farm Crescent 
THREATENED by plans for condo development. 
Forty-two bird species, migratory and resident, 
have been recorded so far QY the Nature Society. 
This area is a foraging ground for many forest-asso
ciated bird species, such as the Banded Bay Cuckoo 
and the Long-tailed Parakeet, from the nearby 
Bukit Timah Nature Reserve. There is also a nest
ing site of the endangered Changeable Hawk Eagle. 
Other wildlife such as butterflies , reptiles and am
phibians have yet to be explored. 

Pasir Ris at the junction of Elias Road 
and Pasir Ris Drive 3 
THREATENED by plans for condo and school devel
opment. Thirty-three bird species have been re
corded so far by the Nature Society. This woodland 
is a refuge for many forest-associated bird species 
along the dwindling belt of woodlands on the 
north-eastern coast. They include the Greater Cou
cal, the Rufous -tailed Tailorbird and the endan
gered Oriental Pied Hornbill. There is also a nest
ing site of the Changeable Hawk Eagle and the 
White-bellied Sea Eagle. Other wildlife have yet to 
be explored. 

Lorong Tawas/Dragon Kiln Woodland 
off Jalan Bahar 
SEVERELY tattered by the development of JTC' s J a
Ian Bahar Clean Tech Park. This was also the nest
ing site of the endangered Changeable Hawk Eagle, 
which has abandoned the site. JTC was informed of 
this nest site prior to the ·development. The Leop
ard Cat and the Large Indian Civet, both critically 
endangered in Singapore, are recorded in the area. 
The spectacular and now vulnerable Common Bird
wing butterfly is common in this woodland. 

The Bidadari area 
THREATENED by residential development. Migra
tory woodland bird species such as cuckoos and fly

. catchers have found a haven here. 

Jurong Lake near the Science Centre 
THREATENED by development conceived in the Ju
rong Lake Master Plan. The only natural patch in 
the whole Lake area, which is surrounded by park
land on the western flank and a golf course on the 
eastern side. The haunt of the Stork-billed King
fisher (uncommon), Greater Coucal (uncommon), 
Changeable Hawk Eagle, Black-crowned Night Her
on (critically endangered) and Grey-headed Fish Ea
gle (critically endangered). Feedback on the Jurong 
Lake Master Plan was submitted by the Nature So
ciety to URA in 2008. 

Bedok Reservoir at the 
Tampines Avenue 10 junction 
SOLD for condo development. The only wild wood
land on a hillock around the reservoir, a green and 
soothing landmark for joggers and strollers as well 
as commuters. Biodiversity unknown. 
HO HUA CHEW 
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The Changeable Hawk Eagle (top) and the Grey-headed Fish Eagle nesting in 
Singapore's woodlands. PHOTOS: DAVID TAN, LlANHE ZAOBAO 


