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Two hurt 
in wild 
boar attacl( 
in Bishan 
Creature b~lieved to be from Lower 
Peirce charged at guard, boy in park. 

By SlACEY CHIA 

A WILD boar believed to be from 
the Lower Peirce area yesterday 
wandered into Bishan -Ang Mo 
Kio Park, where it charged at a se
curity guard and a boy aged five. 

It was later put down with a 
dart gun. 

The guard, Mr Arnold Rod
riguese , 36, hurt his right hand. 

The unnamed boy, who was 
butted from behind, fell and land
ed a metre away, but was not seri-
0usly injured, said Mr Wong Tuan 
Wah, director of conservation at 
the National Parks Board 
(NParks). 

He added that a second boar 
was spotted by NParks staff run
ning back towards the Lower 
Peirce area. 

Mr Rodriguese, who is from se
curity company Certis Cisco, was 
on duty with two colleagues at the 
park 's Pond Gardens at around 
8.30am when he saw the boar. 

A Certis Cisco spokesman, re
sponding to questions from The 
Straits Times via e-mail.said its 
officers had reported this to 
NParks and national water agency 
PUB. 

But just as an NParks officer ar
rived at the scene, the boar 
charged at Mr Rodriguese, said 
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the Certis Cisco spokesman. 
Right after that, the boar head

ed for the boy, who was near the 
playground. 

The incident comes a week af
ter NParks' announcement about 
the need to manage the wild boar 
population here on the back of a 
rise in its numbers. 

A debate then ensued about the 
wisdom of culling the animals, 
with animal activist groups such 
as the Animal Concerns Research 
and Education Society against it. 

The Nature Society and two 
university professors, backing 
NParks, said the boars posed a 
danger to the regeneration of the 

• It is not known where the 
boar (right) charged at the 
security officer on patrol. 

Pla9ground -----, 
• According to NParks, 
the boar ran into the boy 
near the playground and 
hit him from behind. The 
boy was knocked off his 
feet and landed about a 
metre away. 

Lotus garden 
• Th~ wild boar was put 
down with a dart gun and 
removed from the park 
after a one-hour operation. 
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forests here because of their ten
dency to eat the seeds of primary 
forests. 

Mr Wong said: "This morn
ing's incident underscores the ur
gency of managing the wild boar 
population. We cannot wait for a 
more serious incident to happen 
before taking action." 

He said that yesterday's inci
dent was not an isolated one. 

Other human -boar run -ins 
have been reported, including col
lisions with vehicles and a pet dog 
being mauled to death. 

As a single female boar can pro
duce four to eight piglets a year, 
the population of boars in Lower 

Peirce could double by the end of 
the year, said NParks. 

Mr Wong said NParks was in 
talks with Wildlife Reserves Singa
pore, government agencies and na
ture and animal welfare groups on 
managing the boar population. 

The forested area in ' Lower 
Pierce is home to an estimated 
100 boars. 

Mr Tony O'Dempsey, who 
chairs the Nature Society's Verte
brate Study Group, said boars are 
not aggressive by nature, but all 
wild animals will attack if pro
voked. 
, "From the animal's point of 

view, it may think it is cornered, 
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even though you may not know 
you are cornering it," he said. 

Mr Ong Say Lin, 25, a biology 
graduate from the National Uni
versity of Singapore who studied 
wild boars, said he was surprised 
by yesterday 's incident. 

"Wild boars usually evade peo
ple, but in a few rare instances, 
are quite ' comfortable with peo
pIe," he said. 

An NParks spokesman said 
signs have since been put up 
around the park reminding the 
public to stay away from wild 
boars and not to feed them or use 
flash photography. 
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A sign in Bishan-Ang Mo Kio Park warning park goers of wild boar sightings in 
the area. Mr Khaw said in a blog post that while he welcomes a diversity of 
animal life here, the animals must not endanger humans. ST PHOTO: NEO XIAOBIN 

NATIONAL Development Minis
ter Khaw Boon Wan yesterday de
fended the government policy of 
rounding up stray dogs and 
culling wild boars , citing the 
danger the animals pose to chil
dren. 

While he welcomes a diversity 
of animal life in Singapore, the ani
mals must not endanger humans, 
Mr Khaw wrote in a post on his 
ministry's blog. 

"In a limited space of just over 
700 sq km, it is a zero -sum game 

and we need to prioritise, " he add 
ed. "My priority is towards pro
tecting our babies." 

He also said two wild boars had 
wandered into the Bishan - Ang 
Mo Kio Park and charged at a secu
rity guard and a child yesterday 
morning. 

His comments follow news re
ports two weeks ago that some an
imallovers are opposed to culling 
wild boars to curb their popula
tion. 

They proposed that sterilisa-

tion be used instead. 
Mr Khaw, in a nod to their sen

timents, said: "We will be as hu
mane as we can, but the need to 
manage their population re
mains." 

For this reason , the authorities 
are also rounding up stray dogs in 
parks, he wrote. 

While some feel strays should 
be allowed to roam freely in 
parks , Mr Khaw said residents liv
ing near these parks have reported 
these dogs barking aggressively, 

howling late at.night and chasing 
park users. "An accident was wait
ing to happen, " he said. 

He also said that since stray 
dogs in Ang Mo Kio Town Garden 
West were rounded up last 
month , residents there have been 
"happier" . 

He urged dog-lovers not to 
feed strays, saying a better way to 
show compassion is to adopt a 
stray instead of buying a dog from 
a pet shop. 
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