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Terufumi Ohno, Vice-Chair 
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   Researcher, The Kyoto University Museum, Kyoto University 
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SCOPE OF THE SYMPOSIUM 

University museum collections serve as important resources and stimulation for research and 

yield numerous scientific findings. In turn, through the research activities of university 

museums, collections are expanded and improved. Thus, collection and research, with their 

reciprocal interaction, are inseparably linked components which constitute the core of 

university museums. This reciprocal interaction promotes the academic activities not only of 

the university museums but also of the universities as a whole. The Kyoto University 

Museum (the organizer of this symposium) came to this understanding of the reciprocal and 

positive circuits of collection–research interaction through our own activities and 

experiences since the museum’s establishment in 1997. This perspective clearly differs from 

the commonly held view of university museums as merely places for maintaining collections. 

Operating university museums with this understanding greatly contributes to the academic 

achievements of museums and universities. 

This symposium is being held as research symposium of the Association of Pacific Rim 

Universities (APRU). Each of the APRU member universities has built large and unique 

collections in accordance with their varied historical, cultural and natural environmental 

backgrounds, and each has produced rich scientific results based on its collection. Through 

this symposium, we would like to share the idea of reciprocal positive interaction between 

collection and research with other museums of APRU member universities. Furthermore, we 

hope to establish multilateral cooperation and networking to intensify academic activities not 

only of each individual APRU member university but also of the APRU network as a whole. 

This symposium, therefore, aims to elucidate and share information and experience on the 

current status of collection and research of university museums in the Pacific Rim region. 

Presentations will introduce various aspects of reciprocal and positive collection-research 

interaction, broad collection-based research activities utilizing new technologies or 

approaches, the digitization of collections, and information on unique and valuable 

collections. Through this symposium, we will discuss the roles and importance of the 

multilateral university museum collection network and its role in promoting university 

research frontiers. 

In this century, as advancing globalization brings new problems to be solved, research with a 

global viewpoint is of increasing importance. It is therefore anticipated that the museums of 

APRU member universities will play an increasingly vital role as active participants in a 

collection network to promote research to address global issues. We hope that this 

symposium will serve as the first step in endeavor towards a shared understanding of the 

importance of reciprocal and positive collection–research interaction in promoting academic 

activities in museums, and also the importance of forming an APRU university museum 

collection network to advance university’ research frontiers and contribute to global society 
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SCHEDULE 

  September 11 (Tuesday) 

   Arrival 

    13:00–17:00 Registration (The Kyoto University Museum) 

    17:00–18:30  Welcome Ice-Breaker (The Kyoto University Museum) 

 

  September 12 (Wednesday) 

    10:00–10:30 Registration (Clock Tower, Centennial Hall) 

    10:30–10:45 Opening Ceremony (Clock Tower Centennial Hall) 

    10:50–11:30 Keynote Lecture 1 (40 minutes, Clock Tower Centennial Hall) 

    Terufumi Ohno (The Kyoto University Museum, Kyoto University, Japan) 

    11:30–13:00 Group Photo 

  Lunch 

    13:00–16:25  Oral Session (25 minutes, Clock Tower Centennial Hall) 

    16:30–17:30 Poster Session (The Kyoto University Museum) 

    18:00–20:00  Buffet Party (Café and Restaurant “Camphora”)  

 

  September 13 (Thursday) 

    09:30–10:10 Keynote Lecture 2 (40 minutes, Clock Tower Centennial Hall) 

  Mark Goodwin (University of California Museum of Paleontology, 

University of California, Berkeley, USA)  

    10:25–11:40 Oral Session (25 minutes, Clock Tower Centennial Hall) 

    11:40–13:00 Lunch 

    13:00–13:50 Poster Session (The Kyoto University Museum) 

    14:00–17:00 Oral Session (25 minutes, Clock Tower Centennial Hall) 

  General Discussion (Clock Tower Centennial Hall) 

    17:00  Closing 

 

  September 14 (Friday) 

    09:30–12:00 Guided Tour of the Kyoto University Museum 

    12:00–13:30 Lunch 

    13:30–16:00 Workshop “The Endeavors of APRU University Museums for the Future” 

 

  September 15 (Saturday) 

   Departure  
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KEYNOTE LECTURES 
 

Terufumi Ohno “University Museum Webs Network among Collection, 

Research, and People” 

 

Director of the Kyoto University Museum, Kyoto University, Japan 

Prof. Ohno studied paleontology in Kyoto and Bonn, and made research on 

ecology of fossil and living molluscan bivalves. He is also actively 

involved in webbing mutual relationship between the Kyoto University 

Museum and citizens through developing life-long learning materials and 

frequently holding workshops using his original learning materials. 

 

 

 

 

Mark Goodwin “The University Museum as a Portal to Collection-based 

Research, Outreach, and Education” 

 

Assistant Director for Collections and Research of the University of 

California Museum of Paleontology, University of California, Berkeley, 

USA 

Using museum collections and archives, Prof. Goodwin focuses on 

dinosaur growth and behavior, stable isotope geochemistry, and the 

chemical and structural preservation of fossils to better understand 

diagenesis. He also has active field programs in Montana and Ethiopia. He 

is responsible for the management and access to more than 3 million 

specimens and works closely with UCMP’s Outreach and Education staff. 
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ORAL PRESENTATIONS 
 
 

Taro Eguchi “Research, Education and Social Responsibility Related to the 

Collection in the Museum of Osaka University (MOU)” 

 
 
 

David Ellis “New Uses for Old Collections: University of Sydney Museum 

Collections as a Research Resource” 

 
 
 

Chengxin Fu “Collection in East China and Researches on Phylogeny 
and Phylogeography of Some Groups” 

 
  

 

Trustee and Vice-President of Osaka University, Japan 

Dr. Eguchi was the director of the Museum of Osaka University from 2005 

to 2011. His major research interests are physical chemistry and scientific 

studies on cultural properties. He was involved in advanced collection 

research at the Museum of Osaka University, such as anatomical analyses 

of the Japanese fossil crocodilian, Toyotamaphimeia machikanensis. 

 

Director of Museums at the University of Sydney, University of Sydney, 

Australia 

Director Ellis is responsible for museums at University of Sydney, 

including the Macleay Museum (natural history, ethnography and history), 

the Nicholson Museum (antiquities) and the University Art Gallery (visual 

arts). The University of Sydney has more than 800,000 museum collections 

accumulated through 160 years of researches. As an artist, he has works in 

national, state and regional collections. 

 

Vice-director and Professor of the Institute of Plant Sciences and Director 

of Herbarium (HZU), College of Life Sciences, Zhejiang University, China 

Prof. Fu researches plant systematics and evolution particularly focused on 

Smilacaceae, monocots, using morphological, chromosomal and molecular 

characters with many fieldworks for collecting specimens. He also 

researches conservation genetics of the rare or endangered plants in China, 

based on population genetics with various molecular markers. 
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Jieh Hsiang “From Digital to Physical – How the NTU Museum Group 

Came About” 

 
 
 
Halijah Ibrahim “The Botanical Collections and Researches of University of 

 Malaya – The Way Forward” 

 
 
 

Andrew Jamieson “The University of Melbourne’s Classics and Archaeology 

Collection: Integrating the Digitization of Archaeological 

Collections and the Virtual Museum with Object-based 

Learning and Curriculum Engagement” 

 
 

  

 

Director of the Research Center for Digital Humanities and Distinguished 

Professor in Computer Science, National Taiwan University, Taiwan 

Prof. Hsiang has been in charge of the digitization program of National 

Taiwan University for 15 years. The group’s work involves collections of 

historical documents and stitch-bound books, anthropology, specimens of 

flora and fauna, geological studies, archaeological surveys, zoology, and 

medicine. Through the work of Prof. Hisang and his colleagues, National 

Taiwan University established the University Museum Group in 2005, the 

first of its kind in Taiwan. 

 

Professor in the Institute of Biological Sciences, Faculty of Science, 

University of Malaya, Malaysia 

Prof. Ibrahim researches plant systematics and experimental taxonomy. 

Presently she is focused on Zingiberaceae (gingers) of Malaysia with an 

emphasis on biodiversity, conservation, bioprospecting and biotechnology. 

Her research team is continuously adding to botanical collections their 

research related to systematics and bioprospecting. 

 

 

 

Curator of the Classics and Archaeology Collection and Lecturer in the 

School of Historical and Philosophical Studies, The University of 

Melbourne, Australia 

Dr. Jamieson has extensive archaeological field experience at sites in 

Egypt, Syria, Lebanon and Australia. His research interests include the 

archaeology of the ancient Near East and Egypt, and historical archaeology 

in Victoria. He specializes in the study of ancient ceramics and 

archaeological artifact collections. 
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Hidetoshi Nagamasu “Botanical Collection of Kyoto University and the 

Network of Herbaria in the World” 

 
 
 

Huan Xuan Nguyen “The Collection in Biological Museum of VNU University 

of Science: Present Status and its Use in Training and 

Advanced Researches” 

 
 
 

Somsak Panha “Museum Collection Based Research for Biodiversity 

Management in Thailand” 

 

Professor and Associate Dean for Research Affairs in the Faculty of 

Science, Chulalongkorn University, Thailand 

Prof. Panha mainly studies the systematics of land snails in Thailand, and 

has built one of the largest land snail research groups in the world, which 

also covers additional invertebrate groups. He produced more than 200 new 

descriptions of Thai invertebrates particularly snails, millipedes and 

earthworms, and more than 200 holotype specimens have been deposited at 

Natural History Museum of Chulalongkorn University. 

 

 

  

 

Associate Professor at the Kyoto University Museum, Kyoto University, 

Japan 

Prof. Nagamasu is a plant taxonomist interested in tropical and subtropical 

woody plants and Zingiberaceae of East and Southeast Asia. He has been 

engaged in long-term ecological research at the Lambir Hills National Park, 

Sarawak, Malaysia since 1992 and has also undertaken fieldwork in many 

countries in East and Southeast Asia. He is the curator of the botanical 

collection of the Kyoto University Museum, which has more than 1.2 

million herbarium specimens. 

 

Director of the Biological Museum and Dean and Associate Professor of 

the Faculty of Biology, VNU University of Science, Vietnam National 

University, Hanoi, Vietnam 

Prof. Nguyen has major research focus on fish diversity in Vietnam and its 

conservation and management for sustainable utilization. He also is 

involved in multilateral cooperation and networking among university 

museums in collection utilization and joint project of biodiversity and 

supplementary sampling specimens for museum collections. 
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Laura Phillips “Collection-centered Research in Archaeology: A Critical 

 Need in a Collaborative Environment” 

 

 

 

Osamu Sasaki “From d’Orbigny-type Models to e-Foram Stock; the 

 Innovative Methods of Data Sharing of Natural History 

 Specimens” 

 

 
 
Heok Hui Tan “Upcoming Changes for the Raffles Museum of Biodiversity 

Research, Lee Kong Chian Natural History Museum in 

2014” 

 
 
  

 

Archaeology Collection Manager of Bruke Museum of Natural History and 

Culture, University of Washington, USA 

For the past 18 years, Ms. Phillips has been the Archaeology Collections 

Manager at the Burke Museum, caring for a collection of over one million 

objects with majority of artifacts from the Pacific Northwest, Mexico, and 

the Pacific Islands. She also teaches in museum management and 

archaeological stewardship. She began her archaeological fieldwork in the 

Pacific Northwest in 1990, and has since worked throughout the region. 

 

Associate Professor at the Tohoku University Museum, Tohoku University, 

Japan 

Prof. Sasaki is a paleontologist interested in the analysis and development 

of statistical methods to quantify large-scale temporal and spatial patterns 

of biodiversity in the history of life, as preserved in fossil records. To 

develop new fields in classic science as university museums, he focuses on 

three-dimensional digitizing of specimens with high-resolution X-ray CT 

and the establishment of specimen database for data-sharing. 

 

Lecturer in the Raffles Museum of Biodiversity Research, National 

University of Singapore, Singapore 

Dr. Tan has primary research interest in the systematics and taxonomy of 

Southeast Asian freshwater fishes, with other interest in coastal fishes and 

conservation of native fishes in Singapore. His museum activities include 

expedition planning and execution and teaching od summer module. He 

participated in various field trips in Southeast Asia and neighboring 

countries collecting aquatic faunal specimens for research purpose. 
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Eric B. Taylor “The Beaty Biodiversity Collection at UBC: an Experiment in 

Curation, Research, Teaching, and Public Outreach” 

 

Professor of Zoology and Associate Director of the Biodiversity Research 

Centre, University of British Columbia, Canada 

Prof. Taylor researches the biodiversity, population structure, speciation and 

conservation of fish species with molecular genetics approaches. He is the 

director of the UBC fish collection, with more than 850,000 specimens 

stored in the Beaty Biodiversity Museum. This collection is the first one to 

be deposited and indexed by FISHBASE, a web-based relational database. 

 

 

 

Ayumi Terada “The Experimental Activities of the University Museum, the 

University of Tokyo – Focusing on the Utilization of the 

University Museum Collection through Mobilemuseum 

Project” 

 

 

 

 Seonbok Yi  “Changing Environments, Changing Dilemmas – Challenges 

for University Museums in Korea” 

 
  

 

Project Assistant Professor at the University Museum, the University of 

Tokyo, Japan 

The Mobilemuseum project, organized by the University Museum, the 

University of Tokyo, is an experimental research activity which aims to 

introduce mobility within the museum collection by decentralizing it and 

displaying it throughout the city. Through this project, Dr. Terada 

researches the redefinition of the museum’s raison d’être in this age, and 

the establishment of a next-generation museographic model. 

 

Professor in the Department of Archaeology and Art History, Seoul 

National University, Korea 

Prof. Yi focuses on the archaeology of Korea and East Asia, particulary the 

Paleolithic era. He is the curator of archaeological and art historical 

collections of Seoul National University Museum. 
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REGISTRATION 

The registration form (Microsoft Word file) is available for download from the symposium 

website:  

 http://www.museum.kyoto-u.ac.jp/apru/index.html 

The registration form should be sent as an e-mail attachment before July 25, 2012 to the 

following address: 

 apru_symp@inet.museum.kyoto-u.ac.jp 

A confirmation e-mail will be sent upon receipt of your registration form. If you do not 

receive a confirmation e-mail within one week, please contact the local organizing 

committee. 

PARTICIPATION FEE 

Registration is free of charge. 

The fee for the buffet party is 4,000 JPY. Payment should be made in cash at the symposium 

registration desk at the start of the symposium. 

POSTER PRESENTATIONS 

The poster presentation is open to participants from both APRU and non-APRU member 

universities. The poster presentation aims to provide a platform to share information about 

the current status and future potential of university museum collections and research, and to 

facilitate the formation of the university museum collection network. Poster presentations 

should comply with the following themes. 

1. Research made (fully or partly) based on university museum collection(s) (including 

 archives). 

2. Research that has enlarged university museum collection(s) (including archives), such 

 as fieldwork-based research. 

3. Research on new technology that can be applied to university museum collections. 

4. Digitalization of collections (including archives) and its research use. 

5. Introduction of university museum collections and research as well as related 

 activities of the presenter and museum. 

6. Research on the history of university museum collections and research. 

7. Any other topic that may be related to the scope of the symposium.  

The posters should be A0 size (841 mm wide by 1189 mm tall). Poster presentations will be 

given on September 12 and 13. The local organizing committee will prepare facilities to 

display posters. 

Abstracts for poster presentations must be prepared using the abstract format file (available 

for download from the symposium website). Abstracts will be printed in color. 

 http://www.museum.kyoto-u.ac.jp/apru/index.html 

The abstract file should be sent by e-mail attachment together with the registration form to 

the following address before July 25, 2012. 

 apru_symp@inet.museum.kyoto-u.ac.jp 
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GUIDED TOUR OF THE KYOTO UNIVERSITY MUSEUM 

On the morning of September 14, we will conduct a guided tour of the collection rooms and 

exhibitions of the Kyoto University Museum. The museum stores and conducts research on 

over 2.6 million collection objects related to cultural history (archaeology, geography, history, 

etc.), natural history (zoology, botany, geology, etc.), and technological history.  

The Kyoto University Museum comprises two buildings with approximately 13,350 m
2
 total 

floor area, including 2,470 m
2
 of exhibition areas. The main building first opened in 1986 as 

the Museum of the Faculty of Letters. It includes exhibition rooms for cultural history 

containing archaeology (“Development of Japanese Ancient Culture and East Asia”), 

Japanese history (“Japanese Historical Documents”), and geography (“Old Kyoto Maps in 

Early Modern Period”), and collection rooms for cultural history. The south building, opened 

in 2001, includes a natural history exhibition hall focusing on “Field Science” and containing 

the following exhibits: “Living Earth”, “Evolutionary Histories Engraved in Fossils”, 

“Primatology in Kyoto University”, “Origin of Cultivated Plants”, “Biodiversity and 

Mutualism in Temperate Forests”, “Biodiversity and Mutualism in Tropical Forests ~Nature 

of Lambir Hills National Park in Sarawak, Malaysia~”, and “Biodiversity in Insect Fauna of 

Asian Tropics”. The south building also includes exhibition section of technological history 

(“Kyoto University ~tradition and future~”), and collection rooms for natural history. 

The special exhibition scheduled to be held during the period of the symposium is “Diversity 

and Evolution of Terrestrial Vertebrates: Challenges of Kyoto University”. This exhibition 

will provide a good example of the reciprocal and positive circuit of collection–research 

interaction at Kyoto University, and its outreach. 

WORKSHOP “The Endeavors of APRU University Museums for the Future” 

In afternoon of September 14, we will hold a workshop focusing on APRU member 

university museums. Participants from both APRU and non-APRU universities are welcome 

to join this workshop. The purpose of this workshop is to: 

1. Discuss topics which are relevant to APRU university museums. 

2. Explore ways to develop APRU university museum collection network and 

 collaboration. 

3. Discuss the next APRU Research Symposium on University Museums. 

4. Discuss other matters related to APRU university museum collections and research 

To make this workshop more productive and practical, the local organizing committee 

request participants to provide proposals for discussion topics using the registration form (or 

a separately attached file for long proposals).  
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INVITATION LETTER 

If you require an invitation letter from the local organizing committee, please advise us using 

the registration form. 

VISA 

If you require documents for a visa application, please inform the local organizing committee 

using the registration form. 

Visa information is available from the Website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan. 

 http://www.mofa.go.jp/j_info/visit/visa/index.html 

ACCOMMODATION 

The local organizing committee will arrange accommodation for invited speakers only. Other 

participants are requested to arrange accommodation by themselves. Following online 

booking service are available. 

 Japan Traveler Online (available in English, Chinese and Korean) 

  http://japantraveleronline.com/af/9044Q/ 

 Rakuten Travel (available in English, Chinese and Korean) 

   http://travel.rakuten.co.jp/kaigai/localsite/ 

Alternatively, the following are three suggested hotels (near JR Kyoto Station which is 

approximately 20 minutes from Kyoto University by Taxi) you may like to consider. 

 APA Hotel (Kyoto-Ekimae) 

   http://www.apahotel.com/hotel/kansai/01_kyoto-ekimae/english/index.html 

 Hotel New Hankyu Kyoto 

   http://www.hankyu-hotel.com/cgi-bin2/cms2/index_en.cgi?hid=30kyotoshh 

 New Miyako Hotel 

   http://www.miyakohotels.ne.jp/newmiyako/english/index.html/ 
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VENUE 

Kyoto University Clock Tower Centennial Hall and The Kyoto University Museum are both 

located on Kyoto University’s Yoshida (Main) Campus in Kyoto City. 

Transport from Kansai International Airport to Kyoto Station 

By JR Airport Express “Haruka” 

(About 75 min., cost: 3,690 JPY) 

By Airport Limousine Bus  

(about 85 min., cost: 2,500 JPY) 

 

Transport from Kyoto Station to Kyoto University 

By Taxi  

(About 20 min., cost: approx. 

1,800 yen) 

By Bus  

(About 30 min., cost: 220 yen) 

No. #206: 

Bound for Kitaoji Bus Terminal 

via Higashiyama St. 

Please get off at 

“Hyakumanben” or “Kyodai 

Seimon Mae” bus stops. 

No. #17: 

Bound for Ginkaku-ji Temple 

via Kawaramachi St. 

Please get off at 

“Hyakumanben” bus stop. 

Map of Venue 
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Association of Pacific Rim Universities (APRU) 

 APRU is a consortium of 42 leading universities from 

 16 countries and regions in the Pacific Rim. Established 

 in 1997, APRU aims to promote scientific, educational 

 and cultural collaboration among Pacific Rim economies. APRU embodies a commitment to 

 global academic and research standards in both its objectives and guiding principles. The 

 association seeks to promote dialogue and collaboration between academic institutions in the 

 Pacific Rim so that they can become effective players in today’s global knowledge economy. 

 APRU organizes and sponsors various meetings, programs, and symposiums every year. 

 APRU research symposia aim to provide networking platforms which facilitate 

 knowledge exchange and professional development among APRU researchers. 

APRU Member Universities 

Australia Australian National University 

 University of Melbourne 

 University of Sydney 

Canada University of British Columbia 

Chile University of Chile 

China Fudan University 

 Hong Kong University of Science and Technology 

 Nanjing University 

 Peking University 

 Tsinghua University 

 University of Hong Kong 

 University of Science and Technology of China 

 Zhejiang University 

Chinese Taipei National Taiwan University 

Indonesia University of Indonesia 

Japan Keio University 

 Kyoto University 

 Osaka University 

 Tohoku University 

 University of Tokyo 

 Waseda University 

Korea Korea University 

 Seoul National University 

Malaysia University of Malaya 

Mexico National Autonomous University of Mexico 

 Tecnológico de Monterrey 

New Zealand University of Auckland 

Philippines University of the Philippines 

Russia Far Eastern National University 

Singapore National University of Singapore 

Thailand Chulalongkorn University 

USA California Institute of Technology 

 Stanford University 

 University of California, Berkeley 

  University of California, Davis 

 University of California, Irvine 

 University of California, Los Angeles 

 University of California, San Diego 

 University of California, Santa Barbara 

 University of Oregon 

 University of Southern California 

 University of Washington 
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Kyoto University 

Kyoto University was founded in 1897, and is the second oldest university 

in Japan. Kyoto University’s Mission Statement declares its intention to:  

 Generate world-class knowledge through freedom and autonomy in 

research that conforms with high ethical standards 

 Strive for diverse development in pure and applied research in the 

humanities, sciences and technology, while seeking to integrate those 

various perspectives  

 Educate outstanding and humane researchers and specialists who will contribute 

responsibly to the world’s human and ecological community.  

As of 2012, Kyoto University has 10 Faculties, 17 Graduate Schools, 14 Research Institutes, 

and 20 Research and Education Centers. Since its establishment, Kyoto University has 

carried out many field surveys in diverse areas of research, and has accumulated well 

organized collections from all over the world pertaining to cultural history, natural history, 

and technological history. 

As a modern education and research institution, Kyoto 

University promotes international academic exchange. Kyoto 

University currently has academic exchange and cooperation 

agreements with 95 partner institutions and organizations 

spanning 30 countries and regions. Kyoto University is member 

of the Association of Pacific Rim Universities (APRU), The 

Association of East Asian Research Universities (AEARU), and 

the International Association of Universities (IAU). 

 

The Kyoto University Museum 

The Kyoto University Museum was established in 1997. The 

museum aims to preserve and manage Kyoto University’s 

collection in a comprehensive facility and to promote the 

practical utilization of the collection for high-technology 

research and education by research institutes and other 

organizations in the community. It also seeks to enable the 

general public to benefit from the collection and research through exhibitions and lectures. 

There are over 2.6 million items in the collection relating to natural history, cultural history 

and technological history, which Kyoto University has collected and studied for the past one 

hundred years. The collection includes national treasures, important cultural assets, and 

internationally significant type specimens.  

The Kyoto University Museum promotes international cooperation and the university 

museum network for collection and research through activities such as collaboration with 

visiting professors, international symposia, and international 

research projects. The Kyoto University Museum has 

cooperation agreements with four partner institutions. Faculty 

and associated researchers at the Kyoto University Museum are 

actively engaged in worldwide fieldwork research, which 

continues to enhance the museum’s collection. 


