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LIFE AS A SANCTIONED PROFESSIONAL KILLER:
THE NEED TO KILL ANIMALS IN BIODIVERSITY
RESEARCH

Ruigakan daclptor Josel Stakn oncd Synically prockamed that "Ons death i & agedy ... & mllon dashs @ ust & stelstie " How irus
is this in baslogy = especiily bodiversty restarch, when syslemalists who il and prosena animals ane oflen proclaimed 1o be
“misrdennrs’. Unboriunaiedy, n the field of bodvenily scionts, ibe kikng snd prosanmion of animal specimons. fod rosoaich = an
inbgral part of i disciping. in T almos! 30 paars | kv Boen in this fold, (howands of crustecaans, fish and ofher animals
heorwin B keileed i i e of “scionco”, cfion ol my ool stnuchon. Mo 80 B0 univiieily prololacs hold Bway ovr many
underpraduates, gradunte studonts and junior scientists . all become par of this “murdenus® Malia Does thal make ma a “mass
mairelerar? And what has this "kiling” achisved? How doos “sciontific loling” conmsate with th “biod varsity crisis” fecing tho planat
i wihich Bhousands of specied are urdir Thiiss! of extincton Are w ol cortnbutesg 1 the shughion i ss of spaces theough
our nclivilios? Il 0 bologisls desing i o consong — how wo possibly monalize with this nood 1o KIIF In o wkds-mngng and
sometimes conbrowvanmial talk, thesa seemingly condicling aspects will be decusasd and hopetully parsimonised.
Hagraphy

Prod Potar kg did hiss PhD in o Matongd Lnbddsity of Sgapond & 0 par-limed whdn be wid sal an education oflicor in thi
Ministry of Education in the 19805 He joined HUS in 1590, and has been imobked in biodiversity and systemalics resaarch,
peimaiity with Grabs. and Tish over tha last 21 years, and has publshed hundseds of echnical papsrs in his doman. He ko works
on @ wic vaiety of difiérent biodiversity Baues, and in recenl years, has become désply imvalved in émdronmental and
consorvalion biology. Ho i on T odilooal Boanrd of ceer & dodon rtomaliongl pamaks, o woll &8 bing & mamiber o fumonouE
intomational biclogcal crganizations, nofably the Intomational Commissecn for Joologecal MNomonclyture, In MUS, ho &
oonturnenily dingclod of the RoMes Museum of Bederily Ressarch in s Facully of Soence, and the ureseiily's Tropesal
Fisiriney 5 cipnce Instilude, He i also an executne member of NUS Environmental Research Irstitute, and $its on the advisary and
sodent i comemitsas of several major NUS and povammant Bgancies and ofgantsations,
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