
Paperbacks back in the good books 
ew York - It used to be like clockwork in 

the book business: First the hardcover 
edition was released, then, about one year 
later, the paperback. 

But in an industry that has been upend
ed by the growth of e-books, publishers are 
moving against convention by pushing 
paperbacks into publication earlier than 
usual, sometimes less than six months after 
they appeared in hardcover. 

This week included the trade paperback 
release of Swamplandia!, a debut novel by 
Karen Russell , five months after it was first 
published in hardcover in February. 

The Tiger's Wife, the much-praised liter
ary novel by Tea Obreht, which came out 
in hardcover to rave reviews in March, will 
be followed by the paperback in October, 
seven months later. 

Non-fiction releases have been accelerat
ed as well. Those Guys Have All The Fun, 
an inside account of ESP by james 
Andrew Miller and Tom Shales, has barely 
been in bookstores two months, having 
arrived on May 24. Its paperback edition is 
already scheduled for Dec 1. 

Publishers say they have a new sense of 
urgency with the paperback, since the big, 
simultaneous release of hardcover and elec
tronic editions now ga rners a book the 
bulk of the attention it is likely to receive, 
leaving the paperback relatively far behind. 
They may also be taking their cues from 
Hollywood, where movie studios have 
trimmed marketing costs by steadily clos
ing the gap between the theatrical release 
of films and their arrival on DVD. 

"I'm looking to do it more and more, " 
jane von Mehren, publisher of trade 

paperbacks at Random House, said of releas
ing paperbacks early. "We feel as though 
there is this trade paperback book buyer 
that we want to make sure is sti ll getting 
served. The idea that someone would wait 
for a year is an assumption that we should 
no longer make. So we're looking at short
ening the window. " 

The future of the trade paperback has 
been a frequentl y debated topiC among 
publishers, who have long seen the paper
back release as a moment of reinvention, in 
which they can take a book that was 
already out, redesign its cover and pitch it 
to a wider audience. 

"It's definitely making the 
consumer happy to have the 
paperback available sooner" 
Bookstore owner Peter Aaron on the positive 
response from customers 

"We think our job as paperback publish
er is to fi nd the second life for the book, to 
bring an extra dimension to the audience 
for the paperback," said Anne Messitte, 
publisher of Vintage/Anchor, part of Ran
dom House. "We watch each book very 
carefully to determine the best moment for 
paperback publication." 

Ms Messitte said that when Vintage edi
tors published the paperback of Swamplan
dial, they chose july to capitalise on sales to 
summer vacationers, who tend to prefer fic
tion. 

The entire pub lishing life-cycle has sped 
up in recent years. Hardcovers have less 
time to prove themselves in booksto res, 
since retailers tend to move them off the 

shelves more quickly than they used to. 
E-book sa les are usually strong in the initial 
period after the publication date but do not 
spike again after the paperback comes out, 
said Mr Terry Adams, the digital and paper
back publisher for Little, Brown & Co. 

Adams released the paperback of Room, 
the acclaimed novel by Emma Donoghue, 
eight months after the hardcover because 
hardcover sa les had slowed but not 
stopped entirely. "The momentum was 
there, and we wanted to capture the mo
mentum for the paperback," he said. "For 
books that rise to a certain level of visibili
ty, you really want to ride the wave." 

E-books have made price an issue for 
publishers who are weighing the timing of 
a paperback. While there is often a huge 
gap between the cost of a new hardcover 
(say, US$25 or 5$30) and its e-book edition 
(US$13), paperbacks and e-books tend to 
be within a few dollars of each other, leav
ing many publishers to wonder if cost
conscious shoppers are reading e-books 
right away rather than waiting for the 
paperback. 

"I really do think that e-booKs are part 
of the reason for this trend of hurrying up 
that paperback," said Ms Carrie Kania, pub
lisher of Harper Perennial and It Books. 
"You don 't h!lve to wait for a lower-priced 
version of that book now. I think we need 
to move more quickly in general." 

As bookstore owners pointed out, read
ers love paperbacks. 

"It's definitely making the consumer 
happy to have th e paperback availab le 
sooner," said Mr Peter Aaron, owner of the 
Elliott Bay Book Co. in Seattle, an inde
pendent store. New York Times 

bestsellers 

Fiction 
1. (1) Transformers: The Official Novel 
by Peter David 
2. (3) Dance With Dragons: A Song Of 
Ice And Fire #5 by George R.R. Martin 
(correct) 
3 . (5) A Game Of Thrones: A Song Of 
Ice And Fire #1 by George R.R. Martin 
4. (4) Mini Shopaholic by Sophie Kinsella 
5. (2) One Day by David Nicholls 
6. (7) Safe Haven by Nicholas Sparks 
7. (8) The Sixth Man by David Baldacci 
8. (-) Robert Ludlum's The Bourne 
Dominion by Eric Van Lustbader 
9. (9) Sing You Home by Jodi Picou It 
10. (6) Norwegian Wood by Haru ki 
Murakami 

Non-fiction 
1. (1) Lee Kuan Yew: Hard Truths To 
Keep Singapore Going by Han Fook 
Kwang, Zuraidah Ibrahim, Chua Mui 
Hoong, Lydia Lim, Ignatius Low, Rachel 
Lin and Robin Chan 
2. (2) Unfair Advantage by Robert 
Kiyosaki 
3. (3) Selling In Tough Times by 
Tom Hopkins . 
4. (4) A Watershed Election by 
Catherine Lim 
5. (-) Singapore Biodiversity edited by 
Peter K.L. Ng, Richard T. Coriett, Hugh 
H.w. Tan 
6. (6) The Steve Jobs Way by Jay Elliot 
and William L. Simon 

7. (5) Diplomacy - A Singapore 
Experience by S. Jayakumar 
8. (7) The Facebook Effect by David 
Kirkpatrick 
9 . (8) Life Without Limits by Nick 
Vujicic 
10. (-) Three Cups Of Deceit by Jon 
Krakauer 

Children's 
1. (1) The Haunted Castle by Geronimo 
Stilton 
2. (-) Creepella Von Cacklefur #1: The 
Thirteen Ghosts by Geronimo Stilton 
3. (6) Creepella Von Cacklefur #2: 
Meet Me In Horrorwood by Geronimo 
Stilton 
4. (2) Dork Diaries 3: Tales From 
A Not-So-Talented Pop Star by Rachel 
Renee Russell 
5. (3) Thea Stilton And The Star 
Castaways by Thea Stilton 
6 . (4) True Singapore Ghost Stories 
#21 by Russell Lee 
7. (5) Twinkletoes #9: Lights, Camera, 
Action! by Thomas Koh and Titian 
8 . (-) Twinkletoes #10: Adventure On 
The High Seas by Thomas Koh and 
Titian 
9 . (8) Diary Of A Wimpy Kid #5: 
The Ugly Truth by Jeff Kinney 
10. (10) Passion by Lauren Kate 

This is LifeStyle's compilation of the 
bestseller lists from Borders, Books 
Kinokuniya, Page One VivoCity, 
MPH, Popular and Times bookstores. 
The numbers in brackets are the 
previous week's positions. 


