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> 3 | Taking the

| Stage
Be the first to check
out the most exciting
bands in Singapore!
This July, we feature
D’Fusion and Blame

| it on Eve!

5 4 Junior Shooting
' Home 2011

Join us for this exciting
series of photography
programmes for the
brightest photography
talents in Singapore
aged 15 - 18.
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SOE-NLB: The
Entrepreneur -
Mr Seng Choon
Meng, Scrawl
Studios Pte Ltd
Find out how Mr Seng
built a creative business

in today’s media comple
| media landscape!

Cover: Jade Tree Snail (Amphidromus atricallosus temasek)
— Photo by Tan Heok Hui

On this page: Brown Wood Owl (Strix leptogrammica)
- Photo by Jeremy Ang
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In our urban jungle of a country, where car fumes
are more likely than the sweet fragrance of
pollinating flowers, it seems impossible that any
life forms will flourish. After all, aren’t inhabitants
of an urban jungle supposed to be ruthless in
climbing the corporate ladder and making the

maximum amount of money?

Jade Tree Snail
(Amphidromus atricallosus temasek)
— Photo by Tan Heok Hui

The city is probably the last place in the world
you'd think to contain new species of flora and
fauna. Most people will think that to discover
new species of animals and plants, one would
have to travel to the Amazon rainforest or
somewhere remote. But the truth is, according
to naturalist, Gilbert White, nature is so full
and varied that if you want to find the place
with most variety, it's the place you most study.
It almost doesn’t matter, just take a piece

of land and look at it hard enough. In 1971,
Jennifer Owen, a biologist, did a long-term study
of her ordinary garden in a suburban house

Check out
the exhibition
“A Decade of

Biodiversity

Conservation
and Discoveries”
on page 21

in Leicester. She discovered 533 species of
ichneumon wasp. The result? Fifteen of these
had never been recorded in Britain; four of them
were completely new to science.

That’s certainly inspiring and encouraging
enough for us Singaporeans. After all, we do
have plenty of green areas for wildlife to flourish.
In fact, within the past decade, about 500
species of plants and animals are found for the
first time or rediscovered in Singapore. More
than 100 of these are new to science!



1gaporeaneum
Photo by Yam Tim Wing

Brown Wood-owl — Discovered
by Justin Tan and Robert Teo in
Pulau Ubin, the Brown wood-owl
is the largest owl in Singapore.
It is found in dense forests and

feeds on small animals like
rats, birds, lizards and large
insects. Did you know? There is a
possibility that adult owls came
from nearby Johor and found in
the forest in Pulau Ubin suitable
as their new home.

Brown Wood ow! (Stiixd

— Photo by J Al

Bulbophyllum Singaporeaneum — a Bilbophyllum

Singaporeaneum is easily recognised by its long (abou
30 cm) dark green leaves. Its young, unopened leaves
completely purple. The pale purplish green flowers em
unpleasant scent which resembles that of rotting fish.
Henry Nicholas Ridley described its species in 1896 b
was renamed in 1911 by Friedrich Richard Rudolf Schl
as Bulbophyllum singaporeanum in honour of the cour
where it was first discovered. The orchid was rediscovi
Chew Ping Ting, Paul Leong, Ali Ibrahim and Derek Lle

Rebecca’s Sprite Damselfly (Archibasis rebeccae) -
This beautiful silvery and blue damselfly likes to perch
leaves in sunny spots by the water’s edge. This specie
was previously found in Peninsular Malaysia and is rar
seen. Discovered by Robin Ngiam, the Central Catchm
Nature Reserve is the only place in Singapore where tl
damselfly can be spotted.

Did you know? This species was first
described in Malaysia by Robert G.
Kempin in 1989, who named it after

his daughter.

’F?ebecca S Spnte Damselﬂy (ﬁrchrbas:sica
- —Photoiby: Robm Ngiam
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To complement our huge collections of Southeast Asia and
EXH|B|T|0NS Singapore titles, we invite you to uncover the exhibitions that
paint for us all that the past, present and future have to offer.

NEW AND LATEST

A Decade of Biodiversity Conservation
and Discoveries
4 - 31 July, Promenade, Level 7, National Library Building

From green tree snails to long-legged flies to orchids, these
are just some of the new species of flora and fauna which
were found for the first time or rediscovered in Singapore in
the last decade. Found in our forests, as well as intertidal
and subidal habitats, about 500 species of plants and
animals are new to Singapore, with more than 100

species also new to science. These findings underscore
Singapore's commitment to biodiversity conservation in
creating a unique urban ecosystem where biodiversity can
thrive within our environment.

To showcase these amazing flora and fauna discoveries,

the National Parks Board and National University of

Singapore's Raffles Museum of Biodiversity Research

have put together an exhibition themed “A Decade of Brown Wood ow! ( Strix leptogrammica)
Biodiversity Conservation and Discoveries in Singapore”. ~ Photo by Jeremy Ang

Dragonflies of
Singapore’s parks
and gardens Talk
Thursday, 21 & Sunday,
24 July, 2.00 - 4.00 pm

Promenade, Level 7,
National Library Building

Rebecca’s Sprite Damselfly
(Archibasis rebeccae)
- Photo by Robin Ngiam

Sculpturing Singapore - 10 Years On

1 June - 31 July, Exhibition Gallery, Level 10,
National Library Building

This is an archival display of the history of the
Singapore Sculpture Society (SSS) and the broader
history of the sculptural practices in Singapore.
This exhibition will celebrate the multi-faceted
approaches and concerns that the society
represents through the scope, breadth and depth
of its past projects as well as a showcase of the
selected artworks that exude the innovation and
creativity of Singapore sculpture. The exhibition
will take the form of project write-ups, archival
photographs and selected artworks to unravel the
processes behind projects organised by the SSS
and the artistic process in sculpture-making.
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