
Encyclopedia 
celebrates wealth 
of Singapore's 
flora and fauna 
IT MAY be a small country, but Singapore has more 
than its fair share of different plants and animals. 

Yesterday, an encyclopedia was launched to cele
brate the island's exciting biodiversity. 

With more than 1,500 entries, it is Singapore's 
first comprehensive reference to its flora and fauna, 
and celebrates almost 200 years of natural history 
study here. 

Featured in the encyclopedia are species that do 
not exist anywhere else, sllch as the Singapore fresh
water crab, and others that are critically endangered 
like the Singapore whiskered bat. 

"Contrary to expectations, there are species in 
Singapore that are fow1d nowhere else in the world 
and they should be protected," said Professor Pete; 
Ng, one of the academics behind the book. 

He estimates that Singapore may have more than 
40,000 species of plants and animals, which he says 
is a big number for a small country. 

Prof Ng added that he hopes to encourage Singa
poreans to cultivate an interest in local creatures 
and plants, rather than concentrating only on those 
in other countries, such as pandas. 

Called ingapore Biodiversity: An Encyclopedia 
Of The Natural Environment And Sustainable Devel
opment, the book was launched at the National Uni
versity of Singapore (NUS) by President S R Nathan. 

The first part contains essays on Singapore's natu
ral environment and conservation efforts, while the 
second is an A -Z guide to its biodiversity. 

NUS president Tan Chorh Chuan said at the 
launch: "This collection provides a detailed record 
of the key changes that have taken place in our envi
ronment over the past two centuries. 

"It also highlights what must be done to preserve 
our natural heritage for future generations." 

. The encyclopedia project was started by Prof Ng, 
dIrector of the Raffles Museum of Biodiversity Re
search, and Professor Leo Tan, director of special 
projects at the NUS Faculty of Science. 

It took more than three years to compile and in
volved 65 contributors from academia, government 
agencies and environmental activist groups. 

The encyclopedia was funded by $1.1 million of 
donations from firms such as Exxon Mobil Asia
Pacific and the Lee Foundation, as well as private en
trepreneurs Sam Goi and Oei Hong Leong. 

Prof Ng said he hopes the book will find its way 
into school and university libraries in Singapore 
over the next six months to a year. 

He is also hopeful for the future of the plants and 
animals featured in the ency-
clopedia. 

He said that despite the 
changes development has 
wrought on Singapore's 
landscape, "if the policy
makers and planners do 
things correctly and they 
plan correctly for sustaina
ble development, there is 
still hope. 

"We're still finding more 
(species), the story is not 
finished" . 
JOANNA SEOW 

The book by the numbers 
. 40,000: The number of plant and animal species 
that make up Singapore's biodiversity 

• Over 1,500: The number of en tries in the A -Z 
guide on the life forms found in Singapore, 
including abalones and the seashore morning glory 

• 552: The number of pages in the encyclopedia 

President S R Nathan 
browsing throu~h the 
encyclopedia With the 
team behind it (from 
left) Associate 
Professor Hugh Tan, 
Professor Leo Tan, 
Professor Peter Ng and 
Professor Richard 
CorleH at NUS 
yesterday. Singapore 
Biodiversity: An 
Encyclopedia Of The 
Natural Environment 
And Sustainable 
Development is 
Singapore's first 
comprehensive 
reference to local flora 
and fauna. ST PHOTOS: 

CAROLlNE CHIA 

One of the animals featured in the book 
(left) is the blue-crowned hanging parrot 
(above), the smallest parrot species in 
Singapore. It gets its name from hanging 
upside down to eat fruit, seeds, nectar and 
pollen. PHOTO: COURTESY OF TEO NAM SlANG 

. 65: The number of contributors involved in the 
encyclopedia 

. 3: The number of years it took to compile almost 
200 years worth of studies about Singapore ' 
natural history 

Singapore Biodiversity: An Encyclopedia Of The Natural 
Environment And Sustainable Development goes on sale today . 
It retails for $65 (excluding GST). 


