
NeW" species featured 
in S'pore eco book 
By EUNICE Mc 

WITH its beautiful purple speck
led shell measuring just 2cm in 
width, this species of crab had 
gone unnoticed along Singa
pore's shoreline until it was dis
covered last year. 

The Lee's Purple Marine 
Crab (Leelumnus mdium), 
named after the Lee Founda
tion, was recently classified un
der a new genus or family of spe
cies. 

It is not the only creature dis
covered here recently. 

The Jade Tree Snail (Amphid
ramus al:ricallosus temasek) - al
so known as the Temasek Tree 
Snail - was recently determined 
to be a new subspecies. It is be
·lieved to be found only in Singa
pore. 

Readers can expect to find 
such nuggets of information in a 
new book called Singapore Bio
diversity - An Encyclopedia Of 
The Natural Environment And 
Sustainable Development. 

The landmark publication, 
which summarises what has tak
en place in the environmental 
scene in Singapore over the last 
200 years, was launched yester
day at the National University 
of Singapore (NUS) by Presi
dent S R Nathan. 

Minister for the Environ
ment and Water Resources Vi
vian Balakrishnan was also 
present at the event. 

The 552-page hardcover pub
lication is the combined effolt 
of 65 contributors, including ac
ademics and environmental ac-

tivist groups here. Published by 
Editions Didier Millet, the ency
clopedia was edited by NUS fac
ulty members Peter Ng, Richard 
Corlett and Hugh Tan. 

NUS president Tan Chorh 
Chuan said: "This collection pro
vides a detailed record of the 
key changes in our environment 
over the past two centuries. It al
so highlights what must be done 
today to preserve our natural 
heritage for future generations." 

It took three years to com
plete the encyclopedia, which 
was supported by a $l.l-million 
fund raised through donations 
from ExxonMobil Asia Pacific, 
Keppel Corp, Lee Foundation, 
Ngee Ann Kongsi, Mr Sam Goi 
and Mr Oei Hong Leong. 

Comprising two parts, the 
first palt of the book is a collec
tion of essays and features offer
ing a detailed introduction to 
Singapore's natural environ
ment and conservation efforts. 
It covers Singapore's natural en
vironment, such as its climate 
and terrain; past and present re
search; and issues such as cli
mate change. 

The second pmt is as an A-Z 
guide of 1,500 entries coveling 
viltually every known organism 
found here. 

The book is available at NUS 
libraries and public libraries. 
aeunice@sph.com.sg 

~ The book is on sale 
from today at books tOTes 
islandwide, p1iced at $69.55 
(including GST). FOT mOTe 
information, visit 
www.singap01·ebiodiveTsity.com 

NEW RELEASE: Dr Vivian Balakrishnan checking out a 
552-page encyclopaedia that was launched at the National 
University of Singapore yesterday. (PHOTO: ONG WEE JIN) 

SOME NEW SPECIES 

Name: Lee's Purple Marine Crab 
(Leelumnus radium) 
Found: Among encrusting 
communities on hard surfaces 
on boats and buoys last year. 
Description: Named after the Lee 
Foundation, this crab has a 
carapace measuring 2cm wide. It 
was named as a new genus and 
a new species just recently. 

Name: Jade Tree Snail or Temasek 
Tree Snail (Amphidromus 
atricallosus temasek) 
Found: In older forests here last 
year. 
Description: It has a shell of 
44mm in height and feeds mainly 
on fungi or lichen. This new 
subspecies is believed to be 
found only in Singapore. 


