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Wild tigers are in a precarious state with less than 3200 
individuals remaining. Breeding populations of wild tigers 
are scattered across their current range in only around 40 
source sites; effective management of these sites is key to 
stabilizing and recovering wild tigers. Dr Stokes will talk 
about current efforts of the Wildlife Conservation Society 
and partners to recover wild tigers in a number of source 
sites across their range, focusing in particular on the 
development, implementation and application of a 
monitoring program designed to inform these efforts. She 
will discuss the ‘what, where, how and why’ of designing 
efficient and useful monitoring programs, drawing on new 
technical and scientific tools, and providing a number of 
case-studies from tiger sites to illustrate how standardized 
monitoring can be implemented under very different 
ecological and logistical contexts. Finally, she will discuss 
how the results of monitoring can be best applied to 
improve management practice at both the site-level and 
for the species as a whole.  

About the Speaker 
Emma Stokes obtained her PhD in chimpanzee 
behavioral ecology in 1999 from St Andrews 
University in Scotland, spending 14 months studying 
the impacts of snare injuries on wild chimpanzees in 
western Uganda. In 1999 she joined the Wildlife 
Conservation Society (WCS) and spent the next eight 
years in northern Republic of Congo, initially studying 
the social behavior of western lowland gorillas and 
then coordinating wildlife monitoring programs 
across the northern Congo landscapes. Her interest in 
great ape research and conservation led to the 
publication of the IUCN regional conservation action 
plan for great apes in Western Equatorial Africa in 
2005, and in 2006 she coordinated the first 
landscape-wide systematic surveys of great apes and 
elephants in northern Congo, revealing the world’s 
largest remaining populations of western gorillas. 
Since 2007 she has been developing new 
conservation monitoring techniques for WCS in Asia, 
as part of an ambitious project to increase wild tiger 
populations by 50% in key recovery sites across their 
range.  


