
Mystery donor 
clinches 
dinosaur deal 
Prominent Singaporean 
tops up donations to 
buy 3 skeletons from US 
I By TAN DAWN WEI 

THE dinosaurs are really coming, thanks 
to a last-minute multimillion-dollar dona
tion from a mysterious donor. 

After racing to raise $8 million to buy 
three near-complete dinosaur skeletons 
dug up from Wyoming in the United 
States, the Raffles Museum of Biodiversi 
ty Research sealed the deal on Monday. 

It almost did not happen, after the mu
seum missed the July 31 deadline set by 
the sellers, Wyoming-based fossil compa
ny Dinosauria International. 

The museum had managed to raise 
close to only $2 million of the amount 
needed to secure the fossils. 

It pleaded for an extension - some 
thing Dinosauria's owners, Mr Henry Gal
iano and Mr Raimund Albersdoerfer, ac 
ceded to despite having other offers. 

They wanted to sell the bones to an ac 
ademic institution or museum that would 
use them for education and research. 

Last weekend, Mr Galiano and Mr Al
bersdoerfer flew into Singapore at the in 
vitation of a prominent Singaporean. 

For several hours, they met the Singa
porean and at the end of it an agreement 
was reached: The Singaporean would do
nate an amount which, together with the 
earlier donations, was agreeable to the 
sellers. 

An agreement was inked the next 
morning. 

Professor Peter Ng, director of the Raf 
fles Museum, was coy about just how 
much the major donor gave , and would 
only say they managed to work out "a fi
nancial structure" during the meeting. 

"We have crossed the first hurdle . The 
dinosaurs are coming to Singapore," he 
said, relieved. 

The bones will be the star attraction at 
the Lee Kong Chian Natural History Muse
um, which will open in 2014 . 

The 7,500 sq m museum - the new 
name of the Raffles Museum - will be 
built at the National University of Singa 
pore at a cost of $46 million. The family 
of the late banker and philanthropist Lee 
Kong Chian donated $25 million . 

It will showcase the Raffles Museum's 
collection of 500,000 specimens of 

Twinky, the baby among the three dinosaur skeletons that Raffles Museum has bought, was 
mounted last weekend in Utah in the US. PHOTO: RAFFLES MUSEUM OF BIODIVERSITY RESEARCH 

South - east Asian animals , which have 
been housed at the university's biological 
sciences department since 1988. 

The three dinosaur skeletons were 
found between 2007 and last year in a 
quarry in the small town of Ten Sleep. 

Discovered together, the two adults 
and one baby are diplodocid sauropod di
nosaurs' among the biggest animals to 
walk on this planet some 150 million 
years ago. 

Two of them - nicknamed Apollo and 
. Prince - measure 24m in length, while 
the baby dinosaur, Twinky, is 12m long. 

Each is about 80 per cent complete, a 
rarity in sauropod dinosaur discoveries 
where finds do not come more than 30 
per cent complete . They could be. part of 
a herd or even a family. 

Mr Albersdoerfer said he had turned 
down offers by auction house Sotheby's 
and another private buyer. 

"We didn't want the dinosaurs to be 
sitting in a warehouse somewhere. And 
they were also interested before anyone 
else, " said Mr Albersdoerfer of Raffles 
Museum, which had heard about the ar
chaeological finds earlier this year from a 
researcher . 

The skeletons are the largest and most 
complete ones the company has sold, 
which have numbered about 10, including 
these three. 

The museum has not decided when it 
will ship the fossils to Singapore. It needs 
to find a suitable space for it , but the pub 
lic may get to see it even before the new 
museum opens, Prof Ng said. 

The fund-raising work for the team is 
not over. They now have to raise at least 
another $2 million to mount the dinosaur 
exhibition. 

Professor Leo Tan, chairman of the 
fund - raising committee, said he is grate 
ful to the private and public donors, but 
put in a plea: "Continue to give because 
our museum will grow stronger for your 
benefit." 
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