
~ A SINGAPORE PRESS HOLDINGS PUBLICATION 90 cents * * 

JULY 10, 2011 • • 110 PAGES IN FOUR PARTS . MICA (P) 107/11/2010 



Museum's 
$12m race 
for dino 
family 
Tan Dawn Wel 
News Editor 

A night at the museum here, 
with three real dinosaurs? It's a 
possibility. 

Singapore could be home to 
these dinosaur fossils if the new 
natural history museum can 
raise $12 million by the end of 
this month . 

The offer of such a prized ac
quisition comes from Dinosau
ria International, a Wyoming
based fossil company that found 
the three remains between 2007 
and last year in Ten Sleep, a 
small town in the American 
state. 

There are good reasons for 
the hefty price tag. The two 
adults and one baby were found 
together and could well be a fam
ily. They are over 80 per cen t 
complete, a rarity as far as dino
saur discoveries are concerned. 

If the funding is secured, the 
trio will get star billing at the 
7,500 sq m museum when it is 
ready in 2014. 

liThe idea was always to have 
a centra l gallery and put some
thing there that would make 
people go 'Whoa!' // said Profes
sor Peter Ng, director of the Raf
fles Museum of Biodiversity Re
search. 

Raffles Museum has one of 
the largest co ll ections of 
South-east Asian animals in the 
region - 500,000 specimens of 
mammals, birds, reptiles, am
phibians, fishes, crustaceans, in
sects, molluscs and other inverte
brates. 

Since 1988, its priceless collec
tion has been housed in the Na
tional University of Singapore's 
(NUS) biological sciences depart
ment, which inherited it from 
the National Museum . 

Last year, Raffles Museum 
went on an intensive fund-rais
ing drive that garnered $46 mil
lion to build a dedicated natural 
history museum to publicly 
showcase more of these speci
mens. 

The dinosaurs would be ideal 
as the new museum's centre
piece crowd-puller, while also at-
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tracting researchers worldwide, 
Prof g said. 

The idea of getting dinosaurs for 
the new museum emerged when a 
German researcher who became 
Prof g's postgraduate student told 
him that his cousin digs for dino
saur fossils and sells them. 

That got scientists at the Raffles 
Museum excited. But they knew 
such fossils would be costly. 

Then there was the question of 
whether American dinosaurs had a 
place in a museum showcasing 
Asia's natural heritage. 

Such issues were put to the muse
um's scientific advisory committee, 
which took a few days to deliberate 
before coming back with a "yes". 

"They wanted the museum to 
tell the story of the history of life 
and evolution. Dinosaurs are the 
history of life," sa id Prof Ng. 

Dinosaur spotters wi ll want to 
know this: The trio are diplodocid 
sauropod dinosaurs, among the big
gest animals to have trod the earth. 

Two of them - nicknamed Apol
lo and Prince - measure 24m in 
length while the baby dinosaur, 
Twinky, is 12m. 

To establish that the finds are re
al, the museum checked with fe l
low scientists around the wo rld, 
looked at the scientific paper that 
had been written about the discov
eries, and sent a team to Wyoming. 

Dinosaur exhibitions here have 
so far showcased replicas, not the re
al thing. 

Thailand is the only South-east 
Asian country that has dinosaurs, 
found in the north and featured in 
two dinosaur museums there. 
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Apollo, one of the three dinosaur fossils that the new natural history museum in Singapore is hoping to buy. Measuring 24m long, Apollo is one of two adult 
diplodocid sauropods in the set of three offered by Dinosauria International, a Wyoming-based company that found the remains between 2007 and last year. 

Where it all began 
"They wanted the 
museum to tell the story 
of the history of life and 
evolution. Dinosaurs are 
the history of life." 
PROFESSOR PETER NG, director of the 
Raffles Museum of Biodiversity 
Research, on the scientific advisory 
committee's green light for the 
dinosaur acquisition 

Mr Raimund Albersdoerfer, a 
partner at Dinosauria Internation
al, sa id he is reserving the three di
nosaurs for Singapore, although 
there are interested foreign buyers, 
including private collectors. 

"Because of the scientific value, 
we will sell only to major public in
stitutions or museums in order to 
secure them for scientific research 
and public acceSSibility," Mr Albers
doerfer told The Sunday Times. 

The $12 million figure includes 
the purchase price as well as mount
ing an accompanying exhibition. 

Raffles Museum has approached 
donors of its building fund and oth
er potentia l donors. It will also 
launch a public donation drive on 
its website, rmbL n us.edu.sg, today. 

Government agencies it ap
proached could not he lp with 
funds. But Professor Leo Tan, who 
heads the fund-ra ising effo rts and 
is director of special projects at the 

US science faculty, is optimistic 
about raising the required sum. 

''I'm quite confident. It's just a 
question of when. You never th ink 
about what-ifs. You have to believe 
in what you do." 

~ dawntan@sph .com.sg 



Last month, a team from NUS, which included the new 
natural history museum's project manager, Or Tan Swee 
Hee (centre), examined the fossils in Wyoming. 
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The Lee Kong Chian Natural History Museum designed 
by Mr Mok Wei Wei will resemble a moss-covered rock. 

Natural history 
museum to get 
a natural look 
It is Singapore's first purpose-built natural history mu
seum, so it has to look natural, naturally. 

That is why it will resemble a moss-covered rock
a design by acclaimed Singaporean architect Mok Wei 
Wei that won its custodians over. 

Mr Mok's other projects under his firm, W Archi
tects, have included The Loft Condominium at Nas
sim Hill, Paterson Edge, and the redevelopment of 
the National Museum of Singapore. 

His proposal was art10ng 20 received in an open 
tender exercise late last year after the National Univer
sity of Singapore managed to raise $46 million in 
building funds through an intensive six-month 
fund-raising drive. 

The new Lee Kong Chian Natural History Muse
um, which will house plant and animal exhibits from 
the current Raffles Museum of Biodiversity Research, 
will form part of a cu ltural hub that includes the Uni
versity Cultura l Centre and Yong Siew Toh Conserva
tory of Music when it is completed in 2014. 

The current Office of Estate and Development near 
the Clementi Road end of the campus will make way 
for the new museum, which was originally slated to 
be built at the upcoming University Town . 

. The footprint remains the same: a 7,500 sq m, 
six-storey green building with 2,500 stj m of ga llery 
space - 10 times the exhibition space now at Raffles 
Museum in the NUS biological sciences department. 

The rest of it goes to housing classrooms, offices, 
research and storage areas. Construction will start 
around the middle ·of next year and take 18 months. 

The building fund came largely from the Lee foun
dation, which gave $25 million. There were other 
anonymous multimillion-dollar donations and about 
$1 million from the public. 
Tan Dawn Wei 
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