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Safeguarding life on earth 

• 
Peter Ng 
Head of the Raffles Museum of Biodiversity 

Research and the Tropical Marine Science 
Institute, NUS 

SINGAPORE'S top man for biodiversity, Pro
fessor Peter Ng, 49, has a major challenge 
this year as fund-raising efforts for his 
long-campaigned-for natural history muse
um get going. The timing of the venture is for
tuitous, given that the United Nations has de
clared 2010 the International Year of Biodiver
sity in a bid to get the world to take action to 
safeguard life on earth. 

If the fund -raising target of $30 million is 
reached, the new museum should open its' 
doors to visitors in about three years. 

"The donors and potential donors we have 
been speaking to want the collection to ex
pand, the museum to have easy access, and 
for us to show the half a million specimens we 
have locked up in the tombs of the museum," 
said Prof Ng. 

He hopes the new space will be 10 to 20 
times larger than the current cramped loca
tion which is about 200 sq m. It will not only 
show specimens collected in the 1800s, but 

will also feature travelling exhibitions from 
natural history museums such as those in Lon
don and the United States. 

On top of his museum work, Prof Ng is al
so part of a new environmental task force at 
the National University of Singapore (NUS) 
that will research on sustainable development 
here. To help inform decision makers, it aims 
to bring together experts from diverse disci
plines such as engineering, law, science and 
economics. 

"It's one of those rare times when academ
ics, NUS~managers, government agencies and 
ministers agree that something has to be 
done, " he said. 

He is both hopeful and sceptical about the 
future of the planet . "I'm sceptical because 
humans are not as smart as they think they 
are, but I am hopeful because for most major 
challenges, humans come together and cross 
the finish line," he said. 

"Ten years ago, nothing was done about cli
mate change, five years ago a little ... now we 
have world leaders coming together to dis
cuss how to fix it. We have started to walk a 
long hard road." 
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Prof Ng is raising funds 
to get the museum going. 


