
CUCKOOS 

O r i i a  COCC I-GES 
V0l. I., p. 132;  V01. II., 1). ;I>. 

THE cuckoos of JIalaj-a, rlumbering more than thirty forms, are a \-er!- varied 
assemblage, and it is difficult to gi\-e in a few words a non-tech11ic:il diagnosis 
that n-ill cover all the members of the family. The bill is iiiirl1- lony,. and 
slightly curved, with the nostrils in a swollen membrane near the base. T l ~ e  
wings are long, straight and pointed in the migratory forms, but short and 
rounded in the resident and jungle forms, such as the malkohas. The tarsus 
is stout, covered with plates in front and with a large slender clan- to the hind 
toes in the ground-cuckoos (Centropus). Tarsi and feet slenderer in the more 
arboreal forms. 

Fork-tipped feathers, or feathers with glistening shaft stripes, are not 
uncommon in many species, and others have the plumage metallic or glossed 
with metallic sheen. The orbits are frequently bare and brightly coloured. 
The sexes are alike in some cases, slightly or markedly different in others, 
and there is generally a distinct juvenile livery. 

Many species are migratory, others strictly resident and sedentary. 
The migratory species are usually parasitic and lay in the nests of other birds, 
their eggs being adapted in colour to those of their hosts. Others make nests 
of their own, in which cases the eggs are usually chalky whity, greenish or 
bluish. 

Diet is in the main insectivorous, but some species eat fruit or seeds 
(Robinson, Vol. I., p. 132). 

I 

Head with a long crest . . Clamator coromandus, p. 137 
Head uncrested . 2 

Tarsus naked; wing as long as or 
shorter than the tail 3 

Upper part of tarsus feathered in 
front ; wing longer than tail 12 

( Claws on all toes more or less alike . 4 
3 - Claw on hind toe lengthened and 

1 nearly straight . 10 

I35 
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I Upper parts boldly spotted . . E~(d\>lltz)lzis ~~o lo f i r l~ t ' i l  \llhipp. 
(feniale a n d  >-onnci. 1). 152 

1 L7pper parts not spotted . 3 

JIantle, bright chestnut . . Rlzitzortli~~ l ~ l i l ~ ~ r ~ p l i ~ ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ l i l ~ r o f i l ~ ~ z ~ a ,  
p. 1.50 

Jlantle, blue-black, metallic green or 
0 

IVith chestnut on the under parts . - 
/ 

IVith no chestnut on the under parts S 

7 

Throat and breast, deep chestnut . Pha?nicophailrs C > / Y ~ ~ ~ Y O S ~ Y  i\ t ~ j , t h ~ o -  
gnathws, p. I 57 

Throat, pale chestnut ; breast, grey Zanclostornws javanicl(s ~ N I I ~ ~ I I I S ,  
P I54 

Throat and breast, grey; lower ab- 
domen, dark maroon-chestnut . Rhopodytes s.umatranzcs, p. I j G  

Plumage, blue-black with no white Ewdynamis  scolopacea subspp. 
tail tip (males), p. 152 

Plumage not entirely blue-black; tail 
broadly tipped with white 9 

1 Smaller : tail much shorter, about 9 in. Rhopodytes diardi ,  p. 155 
9 - Larger: tail much longer, about tristis longicawdatzcs, 

15in.  
1 Under wing coverts, chestnut . Centropws bengalensis javaniczcs, 

I0 P. I53 
! under wing coverts, not chestnut . I I 

'Hind claw about 0-5 in. and nearly I straight . . Centropws rectungwis, p. 152 
Hind claw about 0.75 in. and more 

curved . . Centrojzu  sinensis subspp., p. I 53 
\ Plumage above and below mostly 

12 -,, glossy black . Szcrnicwlws lzbgwbris subspp., p. 138 
Plumage otherwise . I3 
Small birds: wing less than 5 in. . I4  
Larger birds: wing more than 5 in. . 
Under parts heavily barred . I5 1 
Under parts without bars . 20 

/ Upper parts heavily barred with 
15 - blackish . 16 

I Upper parts not baried witbblackish I7 
' Centre feathers with penthoceryx soiznern/i,' sob5pp., 

rufous notches on the outer edges; 
bars on under parts thin lines 1 P. 143 

16 Centre tail feathers boldly barred o r -  ! notched with rufous and black; Caco~iiantis spp. (imnrature), p. 145 
bars on under parts much bolder i 



1 Back and wings, metallic violet . C'i~nlciies x .  xantho~hynchz ts  (male), 
I P I47 

Back and wings, bright metallic green ( 11al~ltcs  tizacz~latz~s, p. 149 
Back and wings, dull greenish bronze I S  
Forehead largely white ; very little I chestnut in the tail . (Iit71~1tes i i l  i~ l i l layanz~s ,  p. 150 
Little or no white on the forehead, 

with much rufous in the t,iil 19 
Chin to vent closely and boldlv \ C Izalc 1 f r . c  I ~ n i l i i i o v l ~ ~ n c h z ~ s  j barred blackish and u hlte ( female), p 14; 
Barring obsolete, except on -1de- of 

body; throat streaked . . Clzal~ztes basnlls, p I jI 

Crown and throat, pure grey, dl.- C'lconlani~s nlr.r1(11)11/s yub-pp. 1 tinctly paler than the back (adult), p. 14 j 
Crolr n a1mo.t concolorou~ ni th  the Cnconzantis i avzolos~(s sepi(lci 1~115 

back throat n aqhed nl th  rufous (adult), p. 146 
Secondaries qcarcely exceeding half 1 the uing length . 2 2 

Secondarieq much longer, a t  least 
t n  o-thirds the wing length 24 

I Tail with a subterminal black band . Cucztlzts micropterz~s,  p. 142 
22 Tail with no distinct subterminal 

\ black band 23 
Edge of the wing white; bars on the 

under parts blacker . Cztcztlzts sa tz~ratz~s  saturatus,  p. 142 
Edge of the wing barred or freckled; 

bars on the under parts less black 
and less sharply defined . . Cucztlzts canorus telephonz~s,  p. 142 

Size very large: wing over 8.5 in. . Hierococcyx s. sparveriozdes, p. 138 
Smaller: wing less than 7.5 in. 25 
A distinct dark moustachial stripe ; 

wing up to 6 in. . . Hierococcyx n a n u s ,  p. 141 
25 No dark moustachial stripe ; wing 1 over 6.5 in. . Hierococcyx f i g a x  subspp., p. 138 

Clanzator coromandus 
The Red-winged Crested Cuckoo 

5'01. I., p. 133. 

Sexes alike. Cpper parts, black glossed with blue or green, the head 
with a long crest, a narrow white collar across the nape, the outer tail feathers 
with small white tips. Primaries, inner secondaries and the coverts above 
them on the outer edge of the wing, chestnut. Chin and throat, rich buff; 
flanks and thighs, grey ; vent and under tail coverts, black ; breast and upper 
abdomen, white. Young birds have the feathers of the upper parts edged 
with rust-colour. 
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Total length, about 16 in. ; wing, 6.4 in. 
-1 migrant from the north, fairly common on the .111,i11 1-l~nds in the 

t r a i t s  of JIalacca and along the west coast of the Penin>ulLl 111 autumn and 
\!inter, but much rarer inland. There is no formal rccord from t l i c  t , l - t  coast. 

S u m i c u l u s  lugubris b r a c I ~ ~ ' 1 1 ~  I I S  

The Short-tailed Black Drongo-Cuckoo 
1-01, I.,  p. 140, 

Plumage, black with a greenish or blue-green gloss. l 'high~ \\-it11 some 
whte  feathers. Under tail coverts narrowly barred n-ith black ; large 
white spot on the inner web of the primaries ; outer tail feathers barretl \\-it11 
white. Young birds are sparsely spotted with white, all over. 

Total length, about 9.6 in. ; wing, 4.7 to 5-3 in. 
This cuckoo, so like the small black drongos in appearai~ce, is comn~on in 

cultivated areas and secondary forest. I t  is one of the parasitic species and 
in the Peninsula the egg of this (or the slightly larger form mentioned below) 
has been found in the nest of a flycatcher-warbler, Seicevcus butlevi. Elsewhere, 
members of the genus are said to victimize drongos. The note is a whistled 
scale of six notes. 

A slightly larger form, S .  2.  dicvziroides (wing about 5.2 to 5.6 in.), occurs 
in the lowlands in winter and is resident in the mountains. 

Hierococcyx spavveviozdes spavuevioiiies 
The Large Hawk-Cuckoo 

Adults have the top and sides of the head dark grey passing into brown, 
with a faint purplish sheen, in certain lights, on the remainder of the upper 
parts. Tail, brownish grey banded with blackish ; wing quills banded with 
white on the inner webs. Chin, blackish grey ; throat, white, streaked with 
grey and tinged with rufous and becoming almost pure rufous on a broad 
but ill-defined zone across the breast. Remaining under parts, white, barred 
with blackish brown and sometimes with a little rufous wash. Young bi s 
are quite different. They are brown above, barred with rufous ; under dS, 
whitish buff, heavily and broadly streaked with blackish brown, the streaks 
breaking up into spots on the abdomen. 

Total length, about 16 in. ; wing, about 9-25 in. 
As a Malayan bird this cuckoo is known t o  me only by a small number 

of winter birds, presumably migrants from the north, taken in various parts 
of the lowlands. It is commoner in the north than in the south of the 
Peninsula. 

~ ~ e ~ o c o c ~ y x  fugax fugax 
The Malayan Hawk-Cuckoo 

Cuculus fugax Horsfield, T ~ a n s .  Linlz. Soc., xiii., 1S21, p. 178 (Java). 
Hierococcyx fugax, Shelley, Cat. Bivds, Bvit. Mus.,  xix., 1891, p. 236 

(part) ; Oates, Cat. Birds' Eggs, Byit. Mus., iii., 1903, p. 104. 



Hierococcyx fugax fugax, Stuart Baker, Fnlrlz.  Brit. Ind., Birds (and ed.), 
iv., 1927, p. 150. 

Malay Name.-Sewah tgkukor-literall!-, dove-hawk (generic). Other 
native names have been attributed to the ham-k-cucl;oos by certain authors, 
but I am a little doubtful about their exact application and omit them here. 
" Sewah tzkukor " is also applied to the female of Eltri~*i~nnzis, the koel. 

Description.-A medium-size cuckoo n-it11 n ruious-tipped tail : adults 
slaty grey above and mostly rufous bcl(nv : i~nnlaturr bird; are brown barred 
with rufous above, and whitish 11ta~-il>- s t reak~d ~vitli b1-r)n-n on the under 
parts. 

Adult.-Sexes alike. Entire upper parts and checks. -1xtj- grey, darkest 
on the wing quills and pale>t 011 the cheeks : a felt- odd ft.atlicr; on the nape 
sometimes white. 11-ing quills, except the innermost ~cco~idnrit-;. l~roadly 
and deeply notched on the inner webs n-ith white. Tail, tippet1 \\-it11 rufous 
and broadly barred n-ith four, 1-isible, black bands : the su11termin;~l 11:ind is 
much broader than the others, but otherwise the bands are .ili$ltl!- n~irl-(:,\I-c-r 
than the grej- interspaces. Lores, whitish ; chin, dark grej- ; thro:it, ~\-liiti;h 
indistinctlj- streaked ~vith grey and, perhaps, rufous. Cnder tail cox-crts, 
white. Remaining under parts, whitish with broad, long, arron--shaped dark 
streaks, which on the fore neck and breast are edged with rufous. Perhaps the 
more heavily streaked and less rufous birds should be regarded as sub-adult. 
Under wing coverts and axillaries, white washed with rufous, the axillaries 
with faint grey bars. Edge of wing, white. 

Juvenile.-Quite different. Crown, back and wings, dull dark brown, the 
feathers with very narrow whitish-buff or rufous-buff bars edged with dark- 
brown spots. Wing quills, indistinctly barred with dull rufous on the outer 
webs, heavily and deeply notched with whitish on the inner webs and tipped 
with whitish buff. Tail, banded as in the adult but the extreme tip white 
and the rufous area subterminal. Cheeks, chin and throat, dull black with 
very narrow whitish-buff fringes to the feathers. Remaining under parts, 
white with heavy black spqts on the breast and smaller and fewer spots on 
the abdomen. 1. 

Immature.-Older birds have the crown slaty grey, the upper parts a 
brighter brown, indistinctly barred with rufous, and the under parts white 
heavily streaked with dark brown. Chin, blackish grey. 

Soft Parts.-Iris, yellow (young birds) to orange-yellow, orange-chestnut 
or even hazel ; orbital skin, rich yellow to yellowish green ; bill, cere and gape, 
yellowish green to pale yellow, culmen and tip, black. Feet, yellow. 

Dimensions.-Total length, about 11.5 in. ; tail, 5-75 to 6 in. ; wing, 
6.6 to 7 in. ; bill from gape, 1.2 to 1.3 in. ; tarsus, 0.8 in. 

Range in the Malay Peninsula.-From Bandon in Peninsular Siam south 
to  Malacca. Pulau Rumbia in the Straits of Malacca. Great Redang Island, 
east coast Malay Peninsula. 

Extralimital Range.-Tenasserim (once). Sumatra, the Rhio Archipelago, 
Billiton, Borneo, the Karimata Islands and Java. 

Nidification.-Unknown in the Peninsula. 
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Habits.-Sot uncommon and resident in the I'eninsula. cilthough one 
specimen \\.as obtained in December 1918 on Pulau liumhi;~ i11 the Straits 
of IIalacca from a stream of migratory birds. Collt.ctor5 of tht  locr~l  museums 
have obtained a number of specimens in Peninsular Siani. I'crli-. Pcrnk and 
Pahang: Davison also secured it in the territory of IIalncca, but thyre is no 
specific record from Johore or Singapore Island, although thc speciv-; breeds 
on the Dutch island of Bintang, a few miles farther south. -1 11;ilf-gro~vn 
juvenile from Bintang was collected in June and an older bird iron1 1'yr;ik dated 
2nd Alugust also retains traces of the juvenile plumage. I l a c ) \ \ -  little of 
the habits, but Robinson, who observed the species at  Iiuala Trmb~ling, 
in Pahang, records : " The note of this bird, which may be rendered b!- the 
syllables ka-ka-kakaka, puzzled me for a long time ; they were heard only 
just before and for a short time after dusk, and the natives insisted that 
they were uttered by a hawk, evidently confusing the bird with the Laug 
sewa ( Accipter virgatus), to which it bears an extraordinary resemblance." In 
niy experience birds in adult plumage are very rare in any part of the range. 
Curiously enough, adults of the migratory race, nisicolor, are common. The 
above description is drawn up from the only fully adult bird (a female) I 
have seen from the Malay States. 

Hierococcyx fugax nisicolor 
Hodgson's Hawk-Cuckoo 

C u c u l u ~  nisicolor Blyth, J o u m .  As ia t .  Soc. Bengal., xii., 1843, p. 943 
(Nepal). 

Hievococcyx nisicolor, Oates, in Hume's Nests and Eggs I d .  Birds ,  ii., 
1890, p. 383 ; Blanford, F a u n .  Br i t .  Ind . ,  Birds ,  iii., 1895, p. 214. 

Hierococcyx fugax ,  Shelley, Cat.  Birds ,  Br i t .  M u s . ,  xix., 1891, p. 236 
(part). 

Hierococcyx fugax  nisicolor, Robinson and Kloss, J o u m .  Nu t .  His t .  Soc. 
S i a m ,  v., 1922, p. 151 ; Stuart Baker, F a u n .  Brit .  I n d . ,  Birds  (2nd ed.), iv., 
1927, p. 151 ; Stuart Baker, N i d .  Birds  I n d .  Em?., iii., 1934, p. 349. 

Malay Name.-Sewah tEkukor. 
Description.-So very much like the preceding race, H .  f .  fugax ,  that 

a separate, detailed description is unnecessary. The two forms can be 
distinguished by the following characters :- 

H .  f .  fztgax.-The bill is noticeably more robust, measuring from the gape 
about 1.2 to 1-3 in. ; the subterminal dark and pale bands on the tail are 
broader (that is, regarding the pale rufous tip and the adjacent broad black 
band as " terminal ") ; the under wing coverts and axillaries are immaculate 
or sparsely marked ; the third and fourth primaries are usually about equal 
in length ; and the pale bands on the under side of the wing average broader. 

H .  f .  1zisico1or.-The bill is less robust, measuring from the gape about 
1.05 to 1.2 in. (the difference seems insignificant but is very noticeable when 
birds of the two races are compared) ; the subterminal dark and pale bands 
on the tail are narrower; the under wing coverts and asillaries are always 
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marked with dark transverse bands ; the third primary is usually longer than 
the fourth ; and the pale bands on the under side of the wing average narrower. 

Adults of nisicolor before me are verj- variable in the colour of the under 
parts. Occasionally the under parts are heax-ilj- spotted with dark brown and 
washed with rufous; often, they are almost solitlly rufous. Perhaps fugax 
would prove to  be just as  variable if a series o i  adults could be examined. 

A further difference, although b!- no means :i decisive one, is that  the 
immature birds of nisicolor average rather brighter on the upper parts, both as  
regards the ground-colour and the rufous markings. 

Range in the Malay Peninsula.-The whole lenetli c ) i  the Peninsula from 
Siam to  Singapore Island. The islands in the Straits o i  1Ial:iccn. 

Extralimital Range.-xepal and cast to Kn-angsi, n.interine in the Malay 
Peninsula, Sumatra and adjacent small islands, and Jax-a. -1pparcntly not 
common in Tenasscrim, Siam, or French Indo-China \r-herc it is o111j- rrcorded 
from the south. Another subspecies (H. f. hyperjltlzrrrs) found in Ea-;tern 
Siberia, 1lanchuria, Chihli and Japan has been found in n-inter in South 
China, the Philippine Islands, Borneo (rare) and North Celebes. 

Nidi6cation.-Sot known to breed in the Peninsula. An oviduct egg is 
described bj- Hume as " a broad oval, scarcely a t  all pointed towards the small 
end, and a little obtuse a t  the large end. The colour is a uniform olive-brown, 
and round the large end there is an  indistinct zone of a darker shade ; the shell 
is firm and smooth, but  there is very little gloss on the egg ; i t  measures 0.89 by  
0.64 in." Mr Stuart Baker attributes t o  this species many eggs taken by him 
in North Cachar and the Khasia Hills from the nests of various flycatchers 
(especially Cyornis and Niltava) and short-wings (Brachypferyx). 

Habits.-A common winter visitor to the Peninsula from October t o  
January, migrants being especially numerous with other birds of passage on 
the small islands in the  Straits of Malacca in October and November. In India, 
according to  Mr Stuart Baker, this is a forest bird, feeding on insects, largely 
cicadas, and also fruit. 

Hierococcyx nanus 
The Small Hawk-Cuckoo 

Vol. II., p. 82. 

Crown, dark blackish grey;  remaining upper parts, dark brown; a n  
indistinct broken rufous collar across the nape. There are indications of 
paler brown bars on the upper parts, especially on the wing coverts, where they 
are pale rufous. Rump, lightly barred with paler brown. Wing quills, 
distinctly barred. Tail, grey, tipped with white and with three visible, broad, 
blackish bars. Under parts, creamy white with broad, blackish brown streaks. 
A broad moustachial stripe. 

Total length, about 11 in. ; wing, 5.7 in. 
Our knowledge of this cuckoo in the Malay Peninsula is very imperfect. 

The few specimens tha t  have been obtained are from old forest and secondary 
forest, from the lowlands and from submontane country. There is no record 
of the breeding habits. 
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Cuculus microptevlts 
The Indian Cuckoo 

Head, neck, throat and upper breast, pale grey ; remai~ldcr of upper 
parts, dark brown, the primaries barred with n-hite on their in11t.r \\-t.b<. Tail 
with a broad, black subterminal area, a narrow n-hite tip and a feu. large n-hite 
spots on the centre line. Remaining under parts, n-hitc bol(l1~- hilrrrd I\-ith 
black. \-oung birds are quite different. They have the bron-n upper parts 
boldly barred with buff and the under parts cream-coloured, n-it11 broad blackish 
bars on the sides of the body and sometimes across the throat and brt.:ict. 

Total length, about 13 in. ; wing, about 7.5 in. 
-4 rare resident in the more open country of the lon-lands but much 

commoner as a visitor in winter, when it occurs on the small islands in the 
Straits of Malacca. The species certainly breeds in the Peninsula, but I know 
of no local record of the egg. In other parts of the range, eggs attributed to 
this species have been found in the nests of babblers, chats and flycatchers. 

Cuculus caTzorus telephonus 
The Common Cuckoo (Asiatic Race) 

Adults have the head, neck, breast and upper parts, including the wings, 
pale grey, the primaries barred with white on the inner webs. Tail almost 
black, white-tipped, notched with white on the inner webs of the feathers and 
with white spots on each side of the feather shafts. Remaining under parts, 
including under wing coverts and edge of the wing, n-hite or buffy white, 
barred, rather irregularly, with grey-black. Females are usually tinged with 
rufous on the breast, and in adults of this sex there is a hepatic phase in which 
the upper parts are barred chestnut and blackish and the under parts are tinged 
with buff. 

Total length, about 13 in. ; wing, usually 8.2 j to 9.2j in. 
The Asiatic race of the common cuckoo is a very rare winter visitor to 

the Peninsula. I have never seen a Malayan specimen in the flesh, and the 
species is not represented in the local museums. 

Cuculus saturatus saturatus 
Gould's Cuckoo 

This is the bird more familiarly known as Cuculus optatus Gould, but Dr 
G. C. A. Junge has recently shown that C. saturatus Blyth is an earlier valid 
name for the species. Dr Junge furthermore recognizes two subspecies, the 
typical race ( C .  s. saturatus) found in Assam, Burma, South China, etc., and 
a slightly larger northern race ( C .  s. horsjieldi) of Japan, Sorth China and 
East Siberia, etc. 

The species is an uncommon winter visitor to the Malay Peninsula, where 
it occurs, on passage, on the small islands in the Straits of hIalacca. On the 
proposed arrangement the few Malayan specimens I have seen belong to 
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the typical race, but the larger form seems to be common in some parts of 
Siam in the winter, and I have a specimen from Koh Lak, not far from our 
northern boundary. The general appearance is so like that of the common 
cuckoo (Cuculus canorus telephonzls), that \I-ithout care the two species can 
easily be confused. The present bird is ?lightly +mailer (maximum wing 
length about 8-5 in., but the majority of -pecirncns :mailer). It also has t-he 
bars on the under parts blacker and, thcrrfort., rnc ~rt. di-tinct, and often slightly 
broader; and the edge of the wing, i n  the grrat ~naj~rit!- of specimens, white, 
not barred as in C. canovzls. 

P e ~ ~ t l l o c e r ~ ~ s  s0111lert1fii 11z~11oj7?'n1/~t~ 

The Banded Bas Cuckoo 

Penthocevj~s soi~i~e~nfi i  nltzltz~'nl1lls Chasen and Iiloss, Blill. Rcfjic's J l ~ i s t ' l i l l ~ ,  

5, 1931, p. 84 (Iquala Lumpur, Selangor, -\lalay States). 
C ~ i c ~ i l ~ ~ s  so~lllerofi, Oates, in Hume's Nests and Eggs I l~d .  Biids (2nd ed.),  

ii., 1890, p. 382 (another subspecies) ; Shelley, Cat. Birds, Brit. J l l i s . ,  s i r . ,  
1891, p. 262 (part). 

Pellthoceryx sonnerati, Blanford, Faun. Brit. Ind., Birds, iii., 1895, p. 219 
(part) ; Oates, Cat. Birds' Eggs, Brit. Mus., iii., 1903, p. I15 (another sub- 
species). 

Penthoceryx sonnerati venustus, Robinson and Kloss, Journ. Nut. Hist. 
Soc. Siam, v., 1922, p. 152 ; Stuart Baker, Faun. Brit. Ind., Birds (2nd ed.), 
iv., 1927, p. 159. 

Penthoceryx sonneratii sonneratii, Stuart Baker, Nid. Birds Ind. Enzp., 
iii., 1934, p. 352 (another subspecies). 

Malay Name.-Burong mati anak ( A .  T. Edgar). 
Description.-A small cuckoo with upper parts brown and under parts 

white ; the whole plumage banded with black. 
Adult.-Sexes alike. Upper parts from forehead to tail coverts, and 

wing coverts, closely banded with dark brown and rufous and very faintly 
glossed with oily green. Primary coverts and wing quills, dark brown, the 
quills very faintly notched on the outer edge with rufous, the notches most 
distinct and tending to become bars on the secondaries. Inner webs of all 
quills, except the innermost secondaries, broadly edged with whitish rufous, 
with a few obsolete dusky bars. Forehead with a few white feathers ; lores 
and an indistinct, supercilium, broadest behind the eye, mixed black and white ; 
posterior ear coverts, brown. Cheeks, entire under parts, axillaries and under 
wing coverts, white, barred with thin, brownish black, slightly wavy lines. 
Centre tail feathers, brownish black with an oily green gloss, the edges narrowly 
lined and notched with rufous ; remaining tail feathers the same on the outer 
webs, the inner webs pale rufous, with broken dusky bars not reaching the 
edge of the feather and with a broad subterminal black band ; all tail feathers 
broadly tipped with a white spot washed with rufous. 

Immature.-In some birds, which I assume to be not fully adult, the upper 
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parts are paler and more rufous, the barring is more decisix-e and the inner 
sccondaries are barred right across the feather. 

Sate.-The Malayan subspecies is smaller than tllr typicrll race from 
India and rather brighter than the dark Sumatran race I P. s .  ~5rsi.irdrrtlrs) to 
lvhich a Singapore bird is best referred. The species, ho\\-cx-cr, i- not cornmon 
in the Malay Peninsula and Sumatra, and the abox-c obstsvatillii- 31-c. based 
on very small series. 

Soft Parts.-Iris, greyish blue, grey, yellowish grej-, -cllon- or  bron-n ; 
upper mandible, black ; lower mandible, grey or greenish j-ellon. n-it11 the tip 
black ; feet, greyish or yellow-olive or greenish ; soles, J-cllon-. I.c~,c:il col- 
lectors have not noted a red outer circle to the iris recorded of the t~-pica1 
(Indian) subspecies by Mr Stuart Baker. 

Dimensions.-Total length, 8.4 to 8.7 in. ; tail, 4 to 4.2 in. ; n-ing. 4.2 
to 4.6 in. ; tarsus, 0.6 in. ; bill from gape, I to 1.1 in. 

Range in the Malay Peninsula.-The whole length of the Peninsula from 
Peninsular Siam south to the islet of Pulau Ubin in the Johore Strait. Junk 
Zeylon, but no other coastal island and no definite record from Singapore 
Island. 

Extralimital Range.-The typical form of this cuckoo inhabits India, 
Assam, Burma, Siam and French Indo-China, but where it meets the Malayan 
subspecies in Tenasserim and Siam is not yet known with certainty. Other 
subspecies are found in Ceylon, Sumatra, Borneo, Java, the Palawan group 
of islands and Tablas in the Philippines. 

Nidification.-I can trace no record from the Malay Peninsula : in Sumatra 
natives told Dr E. Jacobson that this species lays its eggs in the nest of 
the tailor-bird (Orthotomus sepium cineraceus). The following notes are 
abstracted from Mr Stuart Baker's published account of the Indian subspecies. 
An oviduct egg is a broad oval, pale dull lilac in ground-colour with plenty of 
rufous-pink spots everywhere. The eggs, however, vary greatly. Some have 
the ground-colour pure white, others are minutely freckled, and others are 
very like certain types of Alcippe eggs. A rough average size is 0.77 
by 0.63 in. The egg is laid in the nest of various small bulbuls, babblers, 
warblers, etc. 

Mr A. T. Edgar has seen a juvenile, in Perak, attended by a pair of cuckoo- 
shrikes ( Lalage nigra) . 

Habits.-Very few specimens of this cuckoo have been obtained during 
recent years. I t  is a lowland species, apparently commoner in the south of 
the Peninsula than in the north. I have no first-hand observations on its 
habits. IVriting of the species in Ceylon, Legge records: " I t  is very shy, and 
chiefly affects the tops of trees, where i t  remains motionless for a long time, 
piping its curious far-sounding whistle, which may be syllabized as i i , l~ l -~hiP,  
whizc~hip-x~I~i-~cl~ip, whi-&hip. I t  is particularly noisy in the morning before 
9 or 10 o'clock, and in the evening just before and a t  sunset, calling for a con- 
siderable time without intermission, and consequently making its presence 
known wherever it has taken up its abode. Their call notes are different 
from the whistle just mentioned: commencing in a lor\- key, they suddenly 
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change to a higher, and then die away into scarcely audible sounds. When 
approached, they fly off to an adjacent tree, and commence calling anew. 
The diet of this species consists chieflj- of C'oleoptera, Mantidze, and cater- 
pillars." 

Although I have examined so fe\r- >I,iln!-;in >pt.cimens of this cuckoo, Mr 
A. T. Edgar maintains that it is quite conl1iion ill the Peninsula. He writes: 
"I have heard it in the middle of I<u;lla I-unlpur ; in Singapore ; in Ipoh and 
Taiping; and in Pahang (in Julj-). I t  i'cnrr;ill~- kt.t.~)- to the tops of tall 
leafy trees ; but I have also seen i t .  ir~cluentl!-. 1 1 1 1  l o \ \ -  trws and even on 
bushes. I t  is most frequentlj- ht;ird in optn cc~untr~-  n-ht.rc there are plenty 
of trees, or in rubber estatt..., but I 1i:ix-c :i 11u111bt.r I li nett-. of hearing it in 
light jungle, and one or two rcf~rrin: to quite ht-a\-!- juilglv. I t  ha.; t ~ v o  calls. 
One is a quadrisyllabic ~ n o n o t o ~ l ~  n-1ii:tle in a nlinor kc>-, the note- quick and 
evenly spaced (for a long time before I knew n-liat it n-a;, I r~i'i-tc~.etl it as 
the I ,  2,  3, 4 bird). The other is a long rising call, starting \\-it11 tl ir-LY or four 
slow notes, follon-ed bj- three sets of four notes each, uttcrt.tl ~ ~ O I - V  cjuicklj-, 
and climbing up the scale from the first note to the last. 1-erj- often the bird 
starts n-ith this long call and then breaks into the I, 2, 3, 4 call, n-hicli ccjntiri~lc. 
for a long time, and is very monotonous and irritating to a nervy l i s tc~~er .  I t  
calls most frequently in the spring, from March to May; less often in the 
beginning of the year and in summer ; and in the autumn, for three or four 
months, I hardly hear it a t  all. I t  calls both by day and by night, while 
perched and on the wing, but mostly while perched. When calling, the head 
appears to be held normally, not thrown back. Sitiawan Malays call it b u ~ o ~ z g  
rnati a+zak." 

Cacomantis merulinus tlzrenodes 
The Brain-fever Bird 

Vol. I., p. 138; Vol. II., p. 82  

Head, neck, chin and throat, pale grey ; back and wings, greyish brown 
with a bronzy sheen ; tail, blackish tipped with white ; the inner web of the 
outer feathers with oblique white bars; remainder of under parts, rich 
cinnamon-buff. 

Immature birds have the upper parts rufous, regularly barred with black ; 
and the under parts whitish, washed with rufous to a varying degree, especially 
on the throat, and marked with broken blackish bars. 

Total length, about 8 in. ; wing, about 3-9 to 4.2 in. ; tail, about 
4.4 in. 

Common in the cultivated areas of the lowlands but less numerous in 
the forests, and north of about the latitude of Penang replaced by a slightly 
larger race, C. nz. querulus, in which the rufous under parts are a little deeper 
in colour. The oft-repeated whistled scale of this cuckoo has earned for i t  
the name of " brain-fever bird " among Europeans in Malaya. I t  is one of 
the parasitic cuckoos and is known to deposit its eggs in the nests of tailor- . 
birds. 
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Cnconzantis vavioloszts st7p1[lci'r71 is 
The Fan-tailed Cuckoo 

PLATE 2 (~ t f i f i e l*  jg11i.t ) 

Ctrcrtltrs sepulcralis S. Muller, Verh. S n f .  Gescil. Lrziid ci :  T - l ~ ! f < ,  1843, 
p. 177 (Java). 

Caconlnlltis merulinus (part), Shelley, Cat. Birds. Brif. .llllr.. ziz. ,  I S ~ I ,  
p. 261. 

Cnconzantis sepulcralis sepulcralis, Robinson and I<lo;;. J ~ l l i  ;:. S a t .  
Hist. Soc. Siam, v., 1922, p. I 53. 

Malay Name.-Unrecorded. 
Description.-A small cuckoo with the upper parts bronze and tlir under 

parts rufous. Very much like the much commoner brain-fever bird (C'clco- 
vza?ztis merulinus tltrenodes), but the head almost uniform with the back, or 
not much paler; the throat and chin a t  least washed with rufous, not clear 
pale grey in colour ; and the pale bars on the inner webs of the outer tail 
feathers mere notches, not reaching the shaft of the feather. 

Adult.-Sexes alike. Top of the head, lower back, rump and upper tail 
coverts, dark ashy grey overlaid with bronze, less so and sometimes not a t  all 
on the head ; tail coverts with very narrow paler fringes. Mantle and wings, 
greenish bronze, the wing quills with a sub-basal white patch on the inner 
web. Sides of head and chin, dark grey washed with rufous. Remaining 
under parts, axillaries and under wing coverts, except a median patch which 
is blackish, rufous ; edge of the wing, white. Tail quills, bron-nish black, 
very faintly bronzed and with small whitish tips ; both edges of the centre 
pair and the outer edges of the other feathers with small ~vhitish or rufous 
notches ; on the inner webs the notches are whitish, and tend to become bars 
not reaching to the shaft of the feather. 

Immature.-Quite different. The entire upper parts irregularly but heavily 
barred dull pale rufous and brownish black, the bars on the centre tail feathers 
represented by mere deep notches on the edges of the feathers. Under parts 
whitish, perhaps washed with rufous on the chest, heavily barred with smoky 
black. In  this plumage it very closely resembles the immature brain-fever 
bird (Caconzantis merulinus tJzrenodes), but it can be distinguished by the 
longer tail, generally larger size, duller, less bright rufous upper parts, less 
buff-washed and more heavily barred under parts, and less deeply rufous 
notched centre tail feathers, except in a few abnormal individuals of both 
species in which the pattern on the centre tail feathers is broken up. One or 
two very young birds I am not prepared to allocate to species. 

Soft Parts.-Iris, dusky yellow to brown ; orbital ring, yello\\- ; bill, 
black, the base of the lower manhble, yellow to reddish brown ; feet, yellow ; 
gape, pinkish in an immature bird. 

Dimensions.-Total length, 9.3 to 9.9 in. ; tail, 4.6 to 3.1 in. ; wing, 
4.3 to 4.5 in. ; tarsus, 0.7 in. ; bill from gape, 0.9 to I in.l 

1 In Vol. I., p. 140, where i t  is stated that this species is slightly s1iza1li.r than either of the 
local races of Cacornantis merul inus,  "smaller" is a lapsus cala?iz~ for " l a r ~ c r . "  
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Range in the Malay Peninsula.-From Peninsular Siam including the 
coastal islet of K.oh Muk down both coasts to Singapore Island. S o  formal 
record from any other coastal island. 

Extralimital Range.-Sumatra and the adjacent islands of Simalur and 
Billiton ; Borneo, Java, Bali, Lombok, Sumba~va, lrlorcs, 5umba. Philippine 
Islands. 

Nidification.-Sot recorded from the >lala>- Pvnin-ul'i. In Java recorded 
foster-parents include flycatchers iDeiiii~oEitzstfi, I i i :: /~: . ico, i .  (~'~ilicz'cnpn) ; a 
forktail (Hydrocichln) ; a chat ~ S a . ~ i c o l ~ l  i : a ~varbli-r . l l i : ~ t i ' : ! i ~ : c \  and a shrike 
(Ln~ziz is) .  

Habits.-Judging from the >mall ~lunlbcr of specim~.nc clbt,iii:~tl in recent 
years by casual collecting, this cuckoo is not cornmnn in tlic JIcilci!- Pcriin-ula, 
where its status is that of a rr-ident l o ~ l a n d  >pecie-;. Spcci~nci~s h,i\-c 11~.en 
examined from Penin~u1:ir Siarn, Perak, Slangor,  Paliang, tlit- i-lct l ~ l f  I '~i l ,x~~ 
Ubin in the Johorc Strait and Singapore Island. In  the tn-u l,i-t-n,imL.~l 
localities it n-as obtained in the mangrove srvamps, and liobinson ha; - tci t~cl  
that it is more of a coastal bird than the much commoner and >tril;ii~:l>- 
>irnilnr C'c~coiizalztis l i le~~ill ' lz~is tl~~elioiies. I t  is certain, ho\re~-er, that it i- :il-a 
found in heavy jungle and among iecondary growth in agricultural arcas. 
In the held it must be very difficult to distinguish from its very much cc~m- 
moner relative, ~rhich is sometimes found in the same localities. I have no 
local record of the voice. 

The bird figured in the plate is a male from the Klang Straits, Selangor. 

Tlie Violet Cuckoo 

Cztcz~lz~s xn.lzthorl~yynchzis Horsfielcl, Trn~zs .  L i ~ z ~ z .  Soc., xiii., 1821, p. 179 
(Java?.  

Chnlcococcyx xn.lzthorl1y~zchz~s, Shelley, Cat. Birds, Brzt. -Ifzts., xix., 1891, 
p. 289; Robinson and Kloss, Jozlr+z. S a t .  Hist. Soc. Stnnt, v., 1922, p. 154. 

Chrysococcyx xnnthorhy+zchzls, Blanford, Fazl+z. Brit. I d . ,  Birds, iii., 
1895, p. 221. 

Chnlcites xnnt/ior/iynchzls, Stuart Baker, Eaz~?z. Brit. I+zd., Btrds (2nd ed.), 
iv., 1927, p. 161 ; Stuart Baker, S i d .  Bzrds I ~ z d .  E l~zp . ,  iii., 1934, p. 353. 

Malay Name.-Unrecorded. 
Description.-A very small cuckoo, the male bright metallic violet, the 

abdomen barred dark and white. Female, greenish bronze above, barred 
below. Young birds barred chestnut and green above. 

,4dz~lt wzale.-Entire upper parts, including wings and tail, head all 
round, chin, throat and breast, bright metallic violet with purplish reflections ; 
outer secondaries, and perhaps a few inner primaries, with a small patch of 
white a t  the base of the inner web : the two outer pairs of tail quills tipped 
with white, the second feather least so, and the outermost feather also with 
three (visible) broad white bars, complete on the outer web, but only extending 
half-way across the inner web. Remaining lower parts, including axillaries 
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and under wing coverts, equally and broadly barred \vllite 311~1 C~RI-k metallic 
1-iolct, or blue-green. 

A - i d ~ f l f  fer)mle.-Quite different. Upper parts, -1li1i!- yrt.t.ni-11 bronze 
\\-ith ccbppcry reflections, darkening to almost purplisli bra\\-n 1 1 1 1  tlit, crown; 
i-dgcs o i  wing coverts narrowly and indistinctly rufou.. -1 it.\\- \\-liiti-11 spots 
on the forehead and an  indistinct broken supercilium of xlliti-11 -p, lt-. The 
t\vo outer primaries narrowly edged with rufous, and all pi-itn,~rit.- , i ~ i ~ l  -ome 
outcr secondaries with a median chestnut area on the inner I\-tb : inner 
primaries and secondaries except the innermost, white a t  the bn-t. oi t l i ~  inner 
\veb. Centre pair of tail feathers, greenish bronze, rather darker -ubtt.i-nli~ially 
and narrowly tipped and edged with rufous. Other tail feather-, I - U ~ I I U ;  

barred with shiny green, the outermost feather white on the outer n-t.1) ant1 
a t  the base of the inner web ; outer three pairs of feathers tipped \vith \vhit~>, 
decreasingly from the outermost ; bars on the outer feathers blackish and very 
irregular. Lores, sides of head, and entire under parts, including axillaries 
and under wing coverts, white, barred with shiny dusky bronze-brown, the 
bars narrowest on the head and throat, gradually increasing in breadth on 
the breast and abdomen, and broadest on the under tail coverts. 

Immature.-Young birds of both sexes are like the adult female on the 
under parts, but  have the upper parts barred with pale rufous and metallic 
green. Males changing into the adult plumage have the immature plumage 
irregularly patched with the new bright metallic-violet feathers. 

Soft Parts.-Male : iris and edge of eyelid, r ed ;  bill, yellow, red a t  the 
base ; feet, olive. Female : iris and edge of eyelid, red ;  upper mandible, 
black, red a t  the base on the sides ; lower mandible, yellowish brown, red a t  
the base ; feet, olive. Immatztre : iris, pale dirty green to  brown ; edge of 
eyelid, orange ; upper mandible, dark brown, tip black ; lower mandible paler, 
yellowish a t  base ; gape, yellow to red ; feet, dirty olive to olive-black. 

Dimensions.-Total length, 6-5 to 6-75 in. ; tail, 2.5 t o  2.8 in. ; wing, 
3-7 to 4.1 in. ; tarsus, 0.5 to 0.6 in. ; bill from gape, 0.75 to  0-8 in. 

Range in the Malay Peninsula.-From Peninsular Siam down both sides 
of the Peninsula t o  Pulau Ubin in the Johore Strait and Singapore Island. 
With the exception of an old record of doubtful value from Penang, there is 
no record of its occurrence on any other of the coastal islands. 

Extralimital Range.-Assanl, Eastern Bengal, Burma including 
Tenasserim, Siam (very few formal records and none from the north) ; South 
Annam and Cochin-China. The Nicobar and Andaman Islands. Sumatra 
and adjacent islets, the Natuna Islands and Borneo. Palawan birds may also 
belong to this subspecies. 

Nidification.-No record from the Malay Peninsula. Elsewhere the egg 
has been found in the nests of spider-hunters (commoi~ly), sunbirds, flower- 
peckers and fantail-warblers. The egg, which according to 3lr Stuart Baker 
measures about 0.69 by  0.5 in., is said to approximate in colour t o  those of 
the foster-parent. 

Habits.-This beautiful small cuckoo is a lowland species commoner in 
the north of the Peninsula than in the south. Normally i t  is a forest bird, 



showing a marked preference for the tops of tret.5 and ravines. I t  is said to  
feed on caterpillars, insects and spidery Plir onlv examples of the species 
I have ever collected (on Banguey I?lcincl. Sort11 Borneo) were remarkably 
silent and rather shy. 

C ~ z ~ l c i t ~ ~ s  ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ - i ~ l ~ i / i ~ s  

The Emerald Cuckoo 

Trogon macz~latz~s Gmelin, .';\,st. .\-,it.. i . .  I ;\\. 1) 41 14 (~'c.~-lon). 
Chalcococcyx nzacz~latils, C):~tv-,  in Humc ' s  . \ -c . \ ! \  1;:ys Ind. Birds 

(and ed.), ii., 1890, p. 387 ; Slirllr~-, ( . ( i t .  I j i ~ t l ~ ,  Brit. .If:!\. . sis., ISCII, p. 291 ; 
Oates, Cat. Birds' Eggs, I3i,it. . l l i t ~ . .  iii., I~)o;, p. I 17 : I to i ) i~~- l~n  and I<loss, 
Joz~m. brat. Hist. Soc. Siiriil, 1-.. ICGZ,  p. I 54. 

Chrysococcj~.~ ~ i ~ o c ~ ~ l o t ~ ~ s ,  Hla~~f(~rc l ,  1:111111, Brit. Iird., Z1i1.d~. i i i , ,  I,\( 4.7, p, 222 .  

Chalcites ~~locitltrtics ~)~t~cltltifi!s, Stuart Baker, Ftrilii. B,'i.i:. I i: ,?. .  1Zii.d~ 
(and ed.), iv., 19'7, p. 162 ; Stuart Baker, S i d .  B i d s  I~irl. Eii:lj.. iii.. 11134, 
P. 353. 

Malay Name.-Unrecorded. 
Description.-.\ small cuckoo with the under parts boldly bnrrrtl t1;ii-k 

and n-hite ; upper parts, metallic green, the head pale rufous in fem;~li,. 
--ld~llt 1na1e.-Head all round, throat, breast and entire upper part-;. 

irlcluding wings and tail, highly metallic dark green, faintly bluibh on the 
wing quills and elsewhere glossed with coppery bronze. The two outcr 
primaries with a narrow spear-shaped centre of white ; other wing quills with 
a large white patch a t  the base, on the edge, of the inner web. Outer two 
pairs of tail quills tipped with white, the outermost feather with three, visible, 
large spots on each web, the spots on each feather roughly opposite and thus 
forming broken bars. Under tail coverts, bright metallic green with a few 
large white spots; thighs, white. Kemaining under parts, including under 
wing coverts and axillaries, white broadly barred with bronze-green. 

Adztlt female.-Kather different. Top of head and nape, pale rufous 
with a few broken, blackish bars on the forehead; remaining upper parts, 
metallic green highly glossed with golden bronze, the general tone yellower 
and less dark green than the male, and tinged with purplish bronze on the 
nape and end of the tail. Inner webs of wing quills with a large patch of 
white washed with rufous. Centre two pairs of tail feathers, metallic green- 
broiize ; the next feather tipped and broadly edged with rufous on the outer 
web and with obsolete dark bars touching the shaft ;  next feather rufous, 
black a t  the base, tipped with white, with a subterminal black band and two 
or three dark spots next the shaft; outermost feather, inner web rufous, 
outer web white with a black subterminal bar, a white tip and three, visible, 
large black spots on each web. Sides of head and entire under parts, white, 
heavily and evenly barred with blackish green-bronze. 

Inznzature.-A sub-adult male differs from the adult in having the throat 
and breast barred like the remainder of the under parts, but clouded with 
glossy green : there are also irregular white markings on the sides of the head 
and fore part of the crown. 
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Soft Parts.-Irides, red-brown ; bill, bright orange-!.cllon-, tippcd black ; 
feet, dark brownish green (Davison) . 

Dimensions.-Total length, about 7 in. ; n - i ~ l , ~ .  4.;; t c ~  4.35 in. : tail, 2.7 
to 1.1 in. ; tarsus, 0.6 in. ; bill from gape, 0.8 to o.c, in. 

Range in the Malay Peninsula.-Peninsular Siam : >t . l , i~~r~ tr : \ILilacca. 
S o  formal record from the east coast or from any of the i.l;tn,l-. 

Extralimital Range.-From Kumaun eastwards along thc~ IIini:il,l!-a; t o  
South Tibet, Assam, Cachar, Yunnan, Szechuen and Hupeh. 1Iiyr:itt.- -c'iuth 
through Burma, Siam (north to south), French Indo-Clii~ia (Tonkin to (:c~chin- 
China), Hainan and Sumatra (rare). 

Nidification.-Not recorded from the Malay Peninsula. In -\-jan~, 
according to Mr Stuart Baker, this cuckoo lays in the nests of sunbirds, qider-  
hunters, willow-warblers and fantail-warblers. The egg is said to be indis- 
tinguishable from that  of the violet cuckoo (Chalcites xanthorhynchzls). 

Habits.-A rare bird in the Malay Peninsula and almost certainly only a 
seasonal visitor ; i t  appears to be rather commoner in the north than in the 
south and is normally found in thick forest. Writing of the species in 
Tenasserim, Davison records : " This species has a very fine clear and, for the 
size of the bird, loud whistling call of three notes, rapidly uttered. I t  was 
very common on the higher portions of Mooleyit. The food of this species is 
entirely insects. I t  is chiefly a forest bird, though I killed one specimen in 
a garden a t  Moulmein. I t  is very seldom seen, as it keeps up in the higher 
branches of trees, but on the hills is continually heard, as, on n~oonlight nights 
a t  any rate, i t  calls a t  intervals throughout the night as well as the day." 
Local specimens are dated December and January. 

Chalcites malayanus malayanus 
The Malay Cuckoo 

C.uc.ul.us malayanus Raffles, Trans. Linn. Soc., xiii., 1822, p. 286 (Malay 
Peninsula). 

Chalcococcyx malayanas, Shelley, Cat. Birds, Brit. Mus., xix., 1891, 
p. 298 (part). 

Chalcococcyx ma1ayan.u~ malayan.us, Robinson and Kloss, Joum. Xnt. 
Hist. Soc. Siam, v., 1922, p. 154. 

Malay Name.-Unascertained. 
Description.-A small species with the upper parts bronzy green and the 

under parts broadly banded blackish and white. Outer tail feathers with 
much white on the inner webs ; forehead largely white. 

Adz&-Sexes alike. Entire upper parts, including crown from about 
the level of the eyes, wings and centre pair of tail quills, bronzy green, the 
feathers with paler, browner edges in certain lights. Top of head to about 
the level of the eyes and sometimes slightly beyond, an ill-defined supercilium, 
lores, sides of the head to far behind the eyes and including the ear coverts, 
chin and throat, white, the feathers barred or fringed with dusky, producing 
an irregularly barred or mottled effect. Remaining under parts, white 
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regularly barred with dusky bronze. Tl-ing quills, white, sometimes tinged 
with a little rufous on the bases of the inner web-. Outer tail feather, dusky 
green tinged with rufous on the outer ~ e b  a n d  notched with white a t  the 
base ; inner web, blackish with four broad b a r  or spots from edge to shaft. 
Next feather, outer web bronzy green, inner n-eb bl~ick, tipped with white 
and barred with rufous. Remaining iratller-. rsccpt centre pair, bronzy 
green, dusky subterminally, a white spot on thc  tip of the inner web, and the 
base of the inner web washed n-ith n~ious.  l-o!o:q tti~.dr :Ire said to have the 
under wing coverts unbarred. 

Soft Parts.-Iris, pale redtlisli broivn ; edge oi  the r!-rlitl, [-errnilion ; 
bill and feet, black ; soles, !-ellowish ( -4. T. Eti,qtrri. Iri.-, rttl(li5ll n-ith a 
whitish line outside the pupil ; ej-e-wattle, vermilion : bil!, blnck : feet, 
greenish (H. C. R O ~ ~ ~ L S O I I ~ .  

Dimensions.-Total length, about 6.25 in. ; wing, 3 . S j  in. : t<ii!. 2.5 in. ; 
tarsus, 0.65 in. ; bill from gape, o.7j in. 

Range in the Malay Peninsula.-The lowlands of Patani, Pernk. SClciiiyor, 
3Ialacca and Pahang. There are some very old records from othcr pl;iczs. 
but the localities given are not improbably merely those from n-llich the -ki~i; 
\[-ere exported. 

Extralimital Range.-Sumatra, Borneo, the Maratua Islands ofi thc east 
coast of Borneo, and Java. The species also occurs in the Philippine Islands, 
including the Sulu Islands, and Celebes. 

Nidification.-There is no record from the Malay Peninsula. In Java 
the egg has been found in the nest of a flycatcher (Gerygone) : i t  is described 
as bronze-coloured. 

Habits.-This small cuckoo is rare in the Malay Peninsula, but is likely to 
turn up anywhere in the lowlands. The few specimens I have examined have 
been obtained in the winter months. 

Mr A. T. Edgar recently forwarded a Perak specimen with the following 
interesting note : " The call is a distinctive one, which I have heard on several 
occasions, usually about April, but did not until recently recognize as belonging 
to this bird. It is a four-note whistle, the first note long, the next two short, 
the fourth sometimes rather longer and drawn-out : the whole call a melancholy 
cadence, the notes not quick and regular like one of the calls of Penthoceryx, 
but slow, uneven, and sounding as though uttered with an effort. When I 
have heard it, the bird has been in gardens, in open, rough country, or in 
thickets of Melastoma." The food seems to consist mainly of beetles and hairy 
caterpillars (kpecies of Hesperida and Ezq5terotidce have been recognized). 
Like other small cuckoos, i t  usually calls from the tops of trees. Mr Edgar 
describes the flight as dipping and rather indirect. 

Chalcites basalis 
The Bronze Cuckoo 

In  general appearance and size much like the last-mentioned species 
(C. malaya?zus), but the forehead without white, the throat streaked, the 
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re1n:iinin: under parts less distinctly barred, the crntre UP t l l v  :~l~cloinen quite 
I\-hit? :ind the tail n-it11 more rufous. 

.I 1-er!- rare \-isitor to the extreme south (if tlie \ IL i lL t> -  I't~lill-lila. The 
spccit.~ breeds in South _Australia and is one of the \-?I->- ft-\I \I,il,:!--1,in birds 
kno\\-11 a; a migrant frotiz tlze soztth. I have collected i t  ill t h ~ .  Sc lrtll Sa tuna  
I-l,tnd. in September, and a Singapore bird is dated Jul>-. I t  i -  cii.' I ~ t r c  in 
Su~iiatra and Borneo, but cominoner in Java and the 1-VS-tr >l:nc!,i I - ? , t~ i t l~ .  
Like c~ther migratory species, it will be dealt n i th  in greater t1ct:~il ill i 11.11. Ilest 
\-olume. 

Ez~dj~lzn~?zzs scolopncen ~ lzn ln j~n~za  

The Malayan Koel 

1 0 1  I ,  p 1 3 7  

ddztlt nzn1e.-Plumage entirely black, glossed with blue-green. 
Adult fetiza1e.-Upper parts, dark brown, heavily spotted with rufous and 

barred u i th  the saine colour on ning and tail quills. Under parts, buff, 
streaked n i th  blackish on the throat and fore neck and barred with blackish 
elsewhere. 

Total length, about 16. j in. ; n ing, 7.7 j to 8.6 in. 
The rather smaller typlcal forin (E.  s .  scolopacen), n ith the wing running 

up to 8 in. and in xthich the female is marked nit11 white and not bufi or 
rufous,l is also coininon in the Peninsula. Thls race appears to be a visitor 
from the north, but I am not yet certain of the status of llalnyan birds and 
have no evidence that  any race is resident in the south of the Peninsula 

Both forms are far commoner on the small islands in the llalacca Strait, 
\there they occur together from October to A4pril, than on the mainland. 
E. s.  ntnlnyn~za certainly breeds as far south as  Kelantan, nhere the eggs have 
been found in a cron's nest. 

Celztvopzts vectzt~zgz~is 

The Malaysian Crow-Pheasant 

Ce~ltropzts ~ect~ingztis Strickland, Proc. 2001. SOC., 1846, p. I04 (Rlalacca) ; 
Shelley, Cat. Birds, Brit. -IIzis., xix., 1891, p. 343 

Malay Name.-Unrecorded specifically. Bubut ; but-but (generic). 
Description.-JTery like the common crow-pheasant (Ce?zt~op~(s s1i7eirsis 

b ~ t t ) ~ i i l ( ~ ) ,  but smaller; ning about 6.j in. against 8.5 to  9 . j  in and the hlnd 
clan only about 0.5 in, in length and nearly straight, \\-hereas in ( . s bl(bl(izls 
it inea.ures about 0.7 j in. and is inore curved. 

.-ldzilt -Sexes alike. Eyelid nit11 strong black lashes lIci~ltle and 
wings, deep che.tnut-bay. Remaining plumage, black n it11 $li.ti-~iing stifi 
shafts to the feathers on head, neck 2nd breast, and highlj glo.ked n 1th purplish 
violet on nape, breast and tail, and bottle-green on the l ~ e ~ l d  ,111~1 remaining 
under parts. 

Robinhon has reversed the  characters of the  females of the  tnc, rncc-. 111 T701. I. 



I~~znaaZztve.-In a young bird tlic ulitl!,r part; ; ~ r c  fairly regularly barred 
~vi th  dirty white and dull black ; tlie clltl-trlllt 11111:t.r p;rts are barred with 
dull blacli ; top of head and n;lpc, bra\\ 11 \\ lt11 I ) l ~ - l l l c ~ t c ~  1)l;rckish bars. 

Soft Parts.-Iris, red;  bill ;~n( l  l!,ct, l ) l , ~ ! ~ k  I I ) ~ ! ,  1 \ ~ ~ 1 i ~ .  

Dimensions.-Total length not kli(o\\ 11 t.x,rctl\-. l l l l t  1!1-ol!;rI)ly about 16 in. ; 
wing, 6.5 in. ; tail, 7 . j  to 8.5 in. : txr-n-. I .  i n .  : l ~ i l l  l'l-,1111 q;~i)e, 1.65 to 1.7 in. 
Females are probably rather 1;1r,gcr t l i ; ~ ~ ~  ~n,~l t . - .  

Range in the Malay Peninsula.-.l-lic l o \ \ l , ~ l ; r ! -  I sf  lit 1 1 i i 1 : n c .  Perali 
(Pondok Tanjong, Larut) ; 5,1<111:1 lr ( I < , i ~ i t < t ~ ~  l'stli~st~:: : ( ii~ltiiig Eiclei) ; 
Pahang (I<uala 'Tallan) ; lI;~l:teca tc-rritorv. 1.11i.rt. i -  , L I ~  1 8 1 1  1 .  1 , 1 1 1  I - L T ~ .  t lo~~bt f~ i l ,  
record from Pen:rng. 

Extralimital Range.51ll1l;ttra ant1 13or11eo. 
Nidification. I-nknou n .  .\ ill1-t~nil~~ froiii ~ ~ ~ I ; L I I ~ O I -  1- t l ~ t ~  ( 1  I 7111 > I ; L ~ .  
Habits.--1 I-cr!- r;lrc, or Ioc:tll~- di-tribl~tctl birtl. of' \ \ I l l ,  11 1 - t  1-1- iittlc is 

knon-n. 'l'he fc>\\- -~)t,cinlt.~i- ol~t;~ir~ccl 11;i\-c I~ccn collectc,cl i l l  I I ~ . , I \ I  io~.c,.t. 
The otiiel- ~ \ I ; L ~ ; ~ J - ; I I ~  lo!-11ib of  tlie genus preier n:ore open col111tr~ . 

C c ~ t r o $ u s  sirzc~zsis h~~hzl t l l s  
The Southern Coucal, Crow-Pheasant, or Lark-heeled Cuckoo 

\-0l I . 1'. 134. 

Sexcs alike. Heatl, neck, untler parts, under wing coverts and tail, l)l;ick, 
glossed \zit11 blue ancl grecn. Mantle aiid wings, bright pale chestnut. Yonng 
birds have the cllestnut upper parts l~arred with black and the breast xnd 
abdomen covered with intlistinct, almost spot-lilie, short bars. 

Total length, a l~out  2 I . j  in. ; wing, 8.4 to 9 . j  in. ; tail, 12 to 12.5 in. ; 
tarsus, 2-1 j in. ; bill irom g a p ,  1.8 in. Females are slightly larger than males. 

A con~inon bird in the lowlands wherever there are open, grass-covered 
sp;LCcs. 

North of a l~out  the latitude of Pcnang it is replaced by a sliglltly smaller 
subspecies, C. s. i~zZevnzedi~is (wing, 7.25 to S .z j  in.), in which the cllestnut 
upper parts are rather deeptr in colour. 

5Ir A. T. Edgar describes a nest found in the Malay States as a large 
globular structlire of dry " bcrtarn " leaves, covered ant1 partially concealed 
by the green bracken fronds around it, which had becn broken and pulled 
down, aiid in some cases lightly inter\v\-ovcn ~vi th  the roof of the tlome. 'l'he 
nest Ivas almost on the ground, in bracken on the banli of a big drain running 
through flat jungle. An egg taken in January measured 1.44 by 1.24 in. 

Ce~ztro$z~.s De~zgalc~zsis j u v a ~ z i c ~ ~ s  
The Lesser Coucal, Crow-Pheasant, or Lark-heeled Cuckoo 

Vol I ,  1) I j j  1 

Adult.-Heat1 and ncck all rouncl, under parts and tail, ihining bl,tcl,, 
glossed with green or l~luish grcxen. Mantle, tlarl, retltlisll l ~ r o n n  \vitll itraw- 
coloured shaft stripes \T.'ings, pale ruf(ous-bro\vii, turning to dark bronn on 
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the tips and on the inner secondaries. Under n-ing col-ert;, clic-tliut, perhaps 
\\-it11 a few black feathers. 

I))imatrrre.-Quite different. Under parts, n-hitis11 ti~irrrd n it11 buff ; 
upper parts, pale buffy brown washed n-ith rufou.: c l I i  tlit. T I ~ I ~ Z - .  lie;i~-ily 
streaked on the head and mantle and barred on the rrlnai~linc. il~ii!tr plrts, 
and the tail, n-ith black. 

Total length, about 14.5 in. ; wing, 5.3 to j .6 in. in m:~lts a1ii1 0.1 ti I , . ;  in. 
in females. 

Common in grass-land almost everywhere in the lon-lanil, of t11c ?I3lL3j- 

Peninsula. 
In Lower Perak l l r  A. T.  Edgar describes the nest as a domed structure 

made entirely of dry grass and placed three feet from the ground in thick, 
coarse grass ( lalang) on the edge of a patch of scrub. Season, ;\Iarch to Ma>- 
( Edgar and Ryes) .  

Z a ~ ~ c l o s t o n z z ~ s  javaqzicz~s pa l l i d z~s  
The Malayan Red-billed Malkoha 

Vol. II., p. 77.  

Upper parts, grey, palest on the head and deepening on the tail, which 
is tipped with white, to almost steely blue. Throat and fore breast, pale 
chestnut; lower abdomen and vent, deep chestnut; remainder of under 
parts, grey, perhaps washed with buff. Chin, forehead and a narrow stripe 
over the eye streaked with white. 

Total length, about 18 in. ; wing, 6 in. 
Common in the lowland forest and in the south of the Peninsula, also 

numerous in the hills, especially in the drier places and where there is bamboo 
forest. I t  also frequents secondary forest in the lowlands. There is no 
Malayan record of the eggs. X Sarawak nest has been described as a flimsy 
affair placed in a thick bush in scrub jungle. 

Rhopodytes  tristis l o~~g icauda t z i s  
The Large Malayan Green-billed Malkoha 

Vol. II., p. 79. 

Head, neck and under parts, grey, darkest on the abdomen ; back, nings 
and tail, glossy blue-green, the wing quills bluish ; tail feathers, broadly tipped 
with n hite ; bill, bright green ; rugose skin round the eye, red. 

Total length, 19 to 24 in. ; wing, 5.75 to 6.5 in.; tail, about 15 in. 
Common in low country in secondary forest and cultivated are~lz 111 the 

north of the Peninsula, but farther south, in the Federated Mala\ btnteb, it is 
normally a bird of the hill forests, especially where there is bamboo, although 
I have seen a specimen from the Perak lowlands (Dindingz). Illere is no 
record from south of Selangor. There is no Malayan rccord of the nest. 
From Central Siam it has been described as a small platforrn of sticks placed 
in a small tree in secondary jungle. 



Zihofioll~'tcs riillrili 

The Small Green-billed Malkoha 
C'I-.\.II~ 2 is'. c >  -.: I ; -  

Melias  diavdi  Lesson, Tvaitti  ii'Oi,ii., 1'3". 11. 132 iSl~ln:rtra). 
Rl~o$odytes diavdi ,  Shelle\-, ( 'nt .  I:il.,is. I:).:':. li ~ t s . .  \ i s . ,  I S ~ I ,  p. 390 ; 

Blanford, Fazin. Br i t .  I n d . ,  Iliriis. iii.. 1>(,,5. 17. z.;,; : lic lbinson and Kloss, 
Jozwn. N a t .  H i s t .  Soc. S i n ~ ~ z ,  \-., r c , ~ ~ ,  1). 1.57; ? t ~ i . t r r  Hi~krr, Faztn. Bv i t .  
I n d . ,  B i rds  (and ed.), iv., 192 j, 11. 1>0 : Stuart H,~kvr, A\-!.!'. I1i1,tls Irld. Em$.,  
iii., 1934, p. 363. 

Malay Name.-Burolig cht.11ok (genvnc). 
Description.-=I slelitlcr, grrrc!- birtl, glossed \\it11 , ~ r t  t-11 ,ii)o~.-,. : tail long 

and white-tipped ; bill conspicuou~ly green ; :L briylit rc.cl art.,i ~ .oun( l  the 
eye. Very like thc large grtw-billed rnalkolia (12l~o$c1ii~'ft~s fi,isfis l~~i!:~i'~.rrictlrrfils) 
described in 1-01. IT., but much smaller (wing about .j agxinst 6 in .  : tail :~11o11t 
9 against 15 in.) and n-it11 the abdomerl blackish, not gre!.. 

A-ld~rlt.-Sezes alilie. Head a11 round, nape and under part.: froni cliiri 
to ripper abdomen, ashy grey, slightly darker and faintly tingtltl \\it11 o l i x  
on tlie cro\\-11, and paler or whiter on the chin and throat, the liracl \\it11 
scattered, black, hair-like feathers forming faint dark streaks. ;In obsolctv, 
lvhite supercilium, mixed with black, is scarcely noticeable in some birds. 
Lores narrowly black next to the nostril. A large patch round the ej-e, 
rugose and crimson in life, yellowish in old skins. Remaining upper parts, 
wings and tail, dark metallic bottle-green with bluish reflections. Abdomen, 
thighs, under tail coverts and under wing coverts, dull black with a faint 
green gloss. 

Iwznzatz~re.-I have seen no bird of this species differing from the adult 
in plumage. 

Soft Parts.-The irides vary from dark brown through red to bluish white 
or white ; orbital area, crimson ; edge of eyelids, black ; bill, apple-green, 
sometimes bluish a t  the base of the mandible ; feet, slate or greenish slate. 

Dimensions.-Total length, 14 to 15 in. ; tail, 8.2 to 8.9 in. ; wing, 4.9 
to 5.2 in. ; tarsus, 1.2 to 1.4 in. ; bill from gape, 1.3 to 1.5 in. 

Range in the Malay Peninsula.-The whole length of the Peninsula from 
north to so~ltll on both sides, including Singapore, but not recorded from any 
other island. 

Extralimital Range.-South Tenasscrim ; Sumatra. There is a single 
old record from French Indo-China, A closely allied race (R. d .  bovneensis) 
inhabits Borneo. 

Nidification.-According to Mr Stuart Baker, nests containing two eggs 
have been taken in early March in Perak. The nests are described as " very 
shallow saucers of fine twigs, about six to eight inches in diameter and one to  
two inches deep. The lining is of green leaves, and the nests were built in 
bushes in scrub and other jungle." The same author gives the average size 
of the white eggs as 1.26 by I in. 

Mr V. W. Ryves describes a Selangor nest found in January as follows: 
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" Kcst of di-;id twigs, similar t o  a pigeon's nest except t l i ~ t  :t fc.11- green leaves 
11 crt u-vd  ac a lining. Clutch, two ; eggs, chalk>- 11-iiitr ;i11(1 iiillcli -tnined." 

Habits.-;! fairly common species in the lo11 liincl- I 1111 1-t p,irt< of the 
I'c~ii~lcula, but more numerous in the south than in 1't.iiin-ul,ir- 51~111, where 
i t  ic large1~- supplanted by  the larger species 1 ~ 1 ~ 0 ~ i i i i ~ ~ t t ~ s  ti.i'\!l\ i~ , i : ;~ i ' i~ (~~(dn t z f i  
dcxribed in our second volume. I t  is now not comnion i n  >i11:,1p )I-t. , i n d  it is 
several !-ears since I saw a specimen on the island. It  i; f ~ ~ l i i c l  i l l  , i  1-[triety 
of situations from the heavy forest of the foothills dnnn to rlic -~ \ . i n i l~ \ -  lllnzle 
and secondary growth of the lo\vlands, and I have seen :I specii~itii killt.<l in 
a garden in 3lalacca town, but this is an unusual occurrence. I t  i-  L I I - 1 1  io11cl 
of bamboo clumps, and in Sumatra has been recorded as 1-ery colnnion in 
s\vampy jungle along the sea-coast. The food consists large1~- of in-trts 
(grasshoppers, mantids, butterfly pupx,  etc.). I t  is usually met with in pair.;, 
preferring to slip away through the dense undergrowth and creepers ratlicr 
than to take flight, which it does in a weak manner, sailing to the next tree 
or cover. I t  is a curiously silent bird and I have no note of its voice. 

The bird figured in the plate is a male from Gurun, Kedah. 

RlzoPod>~fes sz~wzatvanzds 
The Rufous-bellied Malkoha 

Vol. II., p. 80. 

Head, neck, throat and breast, grey, turning to maroon-chestnut on the 
lower abdomen and under tail coverts. Remainder of upper parts, including 
wings and tail, dark glossy bottle-green with blue reflection.;. Bill, bright 
green ; rugose skin round the eye, orange to red. 

Total length, about 16 in. ; wing, 6 in. 
Kormally a forest bird, especially the damper forests, but sometimes seen 

in secondary growth and rarely in open country. In  some districts i t  is 
numerous in the mangrove belt, a habitat in which i t  still persists on Singapore 
Island. There is no record of the nest and eggs from the Peninsula. 

Rhi~zort lza clzlovoPlzcz?a clzlovophcz?a 
Raffles's Green-billed Malkoha 

V0l. I., p. 142. 

Male : head, neck, back, wings, throat and breast, chestnut, richest on 
the upper parts ;  rump and tail, blackish with indistinct paler bars ; tail 
with a broad white t ip ; abdomen, etc., dark grey to blackish brown. 

- 
Fe~nale : rather different. Head, neck and under parts, p:de grej-, washed 

with chestnut on the breast and abdomen. Back, wings ant1 tail, chestnut, 
the tail ~v i th  a subterminal black band and tipped with white. 

Total length, about 13 in. ; wing, 4.6 in. 
Common in the lowland forests and less so in secondary growth. I have 

never seen i t  in mangrove. As Robinson aptly remarks, it looks more like a 

d' 



squirrel than a bird when climbing about amon2  the creepers on tree trunks. 
The flight is very weak. 

Mr A. T. Edgar found a nest in l'erak in JI:i!-. I t  \\-as ten feet from the 
ground in a hillside jungle thicliet, in ,i t , i n i . l~  1 l r '  c-st-t.prr.; and branches. I t  
was rather shallow, made of tn-igl; and n l ~ ( l u t  r : i l i t :  i~i.c.lir-; across. The egg- 
chamber was lined with leaves. Tht. I\\-() c-ci..i- ~:ir-,,-urt.~l 1.10 by 0.94 in. 

The Malay Chestnut-breasted Malkoha 
Vol. II., p. 78. 

Phae~tico$lzaeus ei:~~f/li~c~yi1irf/2ils Bonaparte, C'rli~sfi. ! ; r . ; : .  .A;  : ' l ! i ; : ,  i . ,  1850, 
p. 98 (Sumatra). 

Urococcyx e i ~ i ~ f l ~ i ~ o g i ~ ~ i l ~ ~ ~ s ,  Shellcj-, Cat. Bii,iis, Brit. -lI11>. . s i x . .  I ~ ( , I ,  

P. 398. 
l i / ~ i l i i ~ ~ / ~ o c n c c ~ ~ . ~  L ~ I : ~ . ~ I I ~ o ~ I ~ ( ~ ~ / ~ I I s ,  Blanford, Fnziil. Hi,it. I11~i.. I:;; ,i.\. i i i . ,  

1895, p. 2 3 5 ;  Stuart Baker, Fa~ii l .  Brit. Id., Birds (ziltl etl.1. i \ - . ,  1(127. 
p.  131 ; Stuart Baker, S id .  Birds Iqld. E~qzp., iii., 1934, p. 363. 

Plloci~ico,b/~ai;ss cltvi'ii,ostris erytlzrog~zatljus, Robinson and Iilo--. J , . i t i . i ~ .  

Snf. Hist. Soc. Sianz, v., 1922, p. 158. 
Malay Name.-Burong chenok. 
Description.-A large, unmistakable species. Upper parts, darli metallic 

green ; under parts, chestnut ; bill, bright green. 
Adult.-Sexes alike. Forehead and crown, dark grey becoming greenish 

on the nape and passing into dark metallic green on the remaining upper parts, 
including wings and basal half to two-thirds of the tail ; wing quills strongly 
tinged with blue. A very narrow white supercilium ; lores and orbital space 
bare and rugose. Chin and a narrow band under the eye meeting the nape, 
grey, the upper edge sometimes with a very narrow, thin white line. Under 
wing coverts, lower flanks and thighs, dark glistening green mixed with black ; 
remaining under parts, chestnut-maroon, palest on throat and upper breast, 
darkest on abdomen and under tail coverts; terminal portion of tail also 
maroon-chestnut. In  worn plumage the upper parts tend to be bluer. 

Ivz~+zatzwe.-The centre tail feathers narrower than in adults. Plumage 
duller and with the chestnut-coloured part of the central tail feathers 
represented by large subterminal blotches on the outer webs. According to  
Hume and Davison very young birds have the centre two, or even four, tail 
feathers entirely green. 

Soft Parts.-Iris, brown, reddish brown or grey in young birds, turning to 
orange or yellow in females and pale blue in males. Orbital skin, blood-red. 
Upper mandible, pea-green, reddish chestnut a t  base below the nostril ; nostril, 
black ; lower mandible, reddish chestnut, tip pea-green. Feet, blackish, grey 
or grey-green ; soles, dirty yellow. 

Dimensions.-Total length, 17.3 to 19 in. ; tail, 9-75 to 10.5 in. ; wing, 
6.5 to 7.1 in. ; tarsus, 1.65 to 1.75 in. ; bill from gape, 1-65 to 1.7 in. 

Range in the Malay Peninsula.-The lowlands on both sides of the 
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I'~1ii11-.ula from north to south. Islands off Junk Ze>-Ion. I>;l~l,yl;ani, I'enang 
ancl l'ioman. There is no record from Si11g:~porc.. ~\11i(-l1 i-  c.ll~-iolls as the 
s13ecit.s might well be expected to  occur on the island : it i; c.oninioI1 in the 
south of Johore. 

Extralimital Range.-North to  the Yea river in 'l't.riii;-.c.i-i~~~. 'File 
Anamba Islands, Banka and Sumatra. Closely allietl 5ub:pc.cit.: XI-c. follnd 
in Ja\-a and Borneo, and a slightly more differentiated f o r ~ n  011 t11,. i-.l,~litl.; off 
the west coast of Sumatra. 

Nidification.-According to Mr Stuart Baker, this bird ]la-. 11c.t.11 found 
breeding near Taiping in Perak in February and Alarch. '1.11~ nt-t-. are 
described as " very rough platforms of sticks lined wit11 leaves, and -o -.h,illo\\- 
that  it scerncd the eggs must roll out in a wind. Built on tall bushes in L . I ~ Y ~ - -  

grecn forest." 
J l r  A. T. Edgar, from Lower Ycrak, writes : " I n  a patch of scrub, near 

thc sea, on I j t h  January, I found a nest which was situated ten feet from the 
ground, in a short, shrubby tree. I t  was a loosely b~l i l t  structure of sticks, 
and the egg-chamber consisted merely of a depression in the top of the nest, 
smaller twigs being used for its lining. The nest contained three young 
birds, black-skinned, with greedy gaping ~ l ~ o l ~ t h s ,  the insides of which were a 
bright red." 

Another nest contained an  egg mc:rsuring 1.04 by 1.32 in. (February). 
Habits.-'rhis cuckoo is common throughout the lo\\-la~ltls of the Peninsula, 

being met with a l~nos t  everywhere \vhc>rc thcrc is forc,st or sc9condary growth, 
and even, especially in the north of the Peninsula, orchnrtls and n ;~i ive  gardens. 
I t  has been collected a t  just over 3000 ft.  011 Bukit Kutu in Se la~~gor ,  but its 
occurrence so high on the hills is accidental. Grasshoppers, other insects, 
and hairy caterpillars have been found in the stornach. 


